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Tu E firſt Pöctienl Com poſitions, according to fome | 


Authors, were Hymns to the Gods, while others have 
aſcribed the origin of that divine art, to a deſire of per- 
petuating the memory of legiſlators, heroes, and the 
_ _ Inventors of uſeful arts, who by their wiſdom eſta- - 


bliſhed, by their courage ſupported, and by their inge- 


nuity adorned ſociety ; and many obſerving the in- 
fluence of love on ſome gentle natures, and in certain 
Mages of ſociety, have been led to imagine that the warm 
effuſions of the ſoul, when inflamed by that paſſion, | 
firſt gave rife to poetry, for the expreſſion of which it 
ſeems ſo well calculated. But perhaps we ſhould not 
be much miſtaken, if we ſuppoſed that the firſt poetry 
in all countries partook of the genius and diſpoſition of 
the inhabitants. Thus among the Jews, who were early 
| favoured with a divine revelation, we find in their moſt 
ancient poems magnificent deſcriptions of the power, 
majeſty, and goodneſs of God, Of this, we have a 
noble example in the Song of Moſes after the paſſage of 
the Iſraelites through the Red Sea, which for beauty of 
language, ſublimity of thought, and above all, for re- 


verential awe and heartfelt gratitude, can never be 


praiſed as it deſerves, We may therefore venture to 


aſſert, that the firſt poems of the Iſraelites were Hymns 


and ſacred Songs. But if we caſt our eyes on nations 
leſs enlightened, if we traverſe the deſarts of America, 


3 and 


and behold the ſavage wie roaming in n queſt of food, 
through dark foreſts and over wild ſavannahs, we muſt | 

be ſenſible that the objects which ſurround them, from 
their terrific appearance, added to the dangers to which 

5 they are conſtantly expoſed, have a natural tendency to 
give a ſevere caſt to their character, which cannot but 
ünfect their poetry. Thus their ſongs by which they | 
tranſmit from father to ſon, the memory of their moſt 
renoned heroes, are faid to be hun, Meg, * 5 
| 8 terrible. 


Courage in meeting danger, and fortitude i in i bearing | 


affliction, are virtues the moſt neceſſary in a ſavage ftate, 
and conſequently are the moſt highly celebrated among 
_ thoſe people, and a recital of Cruelties which would fill 5 
an European with diſguſt and horror, is by them re- 
ceived with plaudite and exultation. Man, even in his 
moſt uncultivated ſtate, is too ſenſible of his own weak- © 
neſs, not to believe that there are beings ſuperior to % 
| himſelf, but of the nature of theſe beings he is igno= 
| rant, and the only general attribute he can aſcride to 
them, is that of power: this power he dreads, and 
conſequently ſupplicates their favour, or deprecates 
their vengeance. But as fear is the principle of his 
devotion, it is generally cold and languid, and ſeldom ; 
breaks forth into expreſſions of rapture and joy. This 


will account for that indifference on the ſubject of reli- | 
gion which has been obſerved to prevail among the 


more ſavage nations. People under theſe circumſtances, 


will exert their poetical powers not in deſcribing the 


7 perfections of the Deity, but in celebrating the exploits | 
of their heroes. In the ſoft climates of ſome Parts of Þ 


Alia, 


: 111 


= Asia, IM 6bGitence 3 is weakly ld. . the ſenſes 
are gratified by all the rich productions of nature, the 


human mind is too apt to ſink into a ſtate of indolence 


and effeminacy, and to conſider pleaſure as the chief 
object of it's purſuit. Dead to the charms of Glory, 


inſenſible to the praiſe of Virtue, becauſe neither the one 


or the other can be obtained without exertion; but 
feelingly alive to all the allurements of Beauty and 
faſcination of Love. This may be aſſigned as a cauſe 
0 why Perſia abounds more than any country in the 
world, with poets who have written on the ſubje& of 
| love; and perhaps could we trace their poetry to it's 
ſource, we might diſcover that their firſt poems were 
inſpired by that tender paſſion. To purſue this ſ ubject 
further, I might ſhew that the genius and diſpoſition of 


the government of Magno Capac, appeared in the 


| Peruvian poems, if we may believe Garcilaſſo de la Vega, 
ho ſays that by theſe poems the people were inſtructed 
in agriculture, the management of tame animals, and 


other uſeful arts, at the ſame time piety to God, and 


| Juſtice and mercy. to men, were ſtrongly inculcated. 
The Chineſe poetry I am informed, is moſtly didactic, 
and of that cold unimpaſſioned caſt, which ſeems con- 
formable to the uniformity of their manners, and the 
| tranquil nature of their government. But the firſt 
poetical compoſitions in all countries, from whatever | 
| ſource derived, muſt be in a certain degree wild and 
extravagant, abounding in expreſſions highly figurative, 
| quick tranſitions, ſudden and frequent burſts of aſtoniſh- 
ment and admiration, and inſtead of the accurate deſerip- 
tions of 1 more enlightened ages, the poet contents him- 
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| ſelf with painting to life, the immediate impreſſions 


which external objects make on the mind; conſe- 


_ quently theſe poems muſt be extremely difficult to 
| underſtand ; for the ideas of man in the infancy | 
of ſociety, though ſtrong, are confuſed, and his lan- 
guage, though forcible and energetic, is irregular 


and obſcure. F. rom hiſtoric ſongs of this ſort, either 


traditionary or written, it is more than probable that 
Homer formed his two divine poems of the Iliad and 
the Odyſſey. But ſucceeding poets, although they could 
not but acknowledge that the poems of Homer were the 
greateſt efforts of which human genius was capable, 
might perhaps think, that if regularity and order were 
not only ornamental, but even neceſſary in works of 
that length; yet in ſome compoſitions, where the plan 
was of leſs extent, and the ſubject leſs complicated, the 
ſublime ſpirit and animating warmth of the ancient 
poetry might be introduced with ſucceſs, and if it's 
_ extravagancies were Corrected by an attention to certain 
rules, a new ſpecies of poetical compoſition might be 
formed, which of all others, would be the moſt proper 
for the expreſſion of any ſingle affection of the ſoul, 
| ſuch as devotion, courage, and love; and this we may 


ſuppoſe to be the origin of lyric poetry, as it is now 


called. Which in Greece was probably firſt uſed in 
the hymns compoſed in honour of their gods; ſuch 
were the poems ſo often mentioned, which at the 
vintage were ſung in praiſe of Bacchus, and which firſt 
gave riſe to the choruſſes in the Greek tragedies, where 
taking a wider range, the poet applied the ſame modu- | 
5 lated numbers, to inculeate moral precepts, to extol 
| worthy 
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' worthy and deſerving men, or when wildly excurſive, 
amuſed the imagination with lively deſcriptions and 
ſtriking repreſentations of human actions and paſſions, 
5 But among all the lyric poets whoſe names have beentranſ- 
mitted down to us by antiquity, the firſt place has been 
aſſigned to Pindar. We are told by Pauſanias, that at 
his birth Pan ſkipped and jumped for Joy while the 
' nymphs danced round him; and that he was ſo de- 
lighted with his poetry, that he ſung his odes in the 
hearing of the poet himſelf. The ſame author likewiſe 
ſays, that he was ſhewn an iron chair in the temple of 
| Delphi, i in which this great poet is reported to have 
fate, and ſung his bymns in honour of the god of 
poetry. This chair, as we may readily ſuppoſe, was 
: conſidered as a moſt valuable relick, worthy of the holy 
place in which it was depoſited. Such were the honours 
which the moſt enlightened people i in the world Paid to 
a poet, who conſecrated the wonderful powers of his 
genius, to the ſervice of the gods, and the praiſe of great 
and heroic actions. Even when criticiſm became an 
art, and men if they admired, were obliged to affign a 


reaſon for their admiration, it does not appear that our 


poet loſt any part of his reputation, at leaſt in the 
opinion of the two greateſt critics of antiquity, Lon- 
ginus and Horace, For the former ſays, that Pindar 
is bold and ſublime: but the fire of genius by which 
he is animated, is ſometimes extinguiſhed by the rapi- 


dity of it's motion, and that he is too great to be always 
equal. The latter, in extolling his great maſter in lyric 


poetry, ſeems to have caught a portion of his ſpirit, 
and 7 in the admirable ode which he has written on that 


bg I kabje 


11 


| ſubſe; far to hive exceeded i in ſublimity his uſual fiyle ; 
in compoſition. In this ode the poet has given us a ſort 
of catalogue of Pindar's works, with their characters, 
by which it appears that his genius was univerſal. 
That he was no leſs ſkilful in calling forth the tender 
affections, than in exciting the ſoul to acts of valour 
and heroic virtue; and that nothing could exceed the 
boldneſs and ſublimity of his conceptions, when he 
raäaiſed his ſtrain in honour of the gods. It can never 
be too much lamented by all true lovers of poetry, that 
the greateſt and beſt parts of Pindar's works are loſt, 
and that nothing remains of this illuſtrious poet's. 
writings, but the odes he inſcribed to the conquerors 
in the four ſacred games of Greece. By theſe odes we 
muſt now judge of his merit, and ſee how far he was 
deſerving of thoſe praiſes which were ſo liberally be- 
ſtowed on him by the Ancients. Men who have 
devoted themſelves to claſſical learning, and can under- 
ſtand Pindar in the original language, regard him as the 
firſt of poets, and if they ſeem to rate his merit too 
highly, we ought to conſider that our taſte for poetry 
is generally formed at an early age,: and that thoſe com- 8 
| poſitions which firſt ſtrike our youthful fancy, are al- 
: ways remembered with delight. To which we might 
add, that by a diligent peruſal of the beſt Greek writers, L 
we are apt to contract an attachment to the manners 
they ſo pleaſingly deſcribe, and an admiration of the 
characters which are the ſubjects of their praiſe. On 
the other hand, to men who have had a mere modern 
ceducation, who are unacquainted with the mythological 


fables of the Gwen many parts of Pindar muſt be : 
: unin- 


#F vii ]. 


unintelligible, and if at the ſame time their hearts have 


been corrupted by luxury, and their attention diſſipated 
by trifles, his vigorous flights of fancy muſt appear 
like wild extravagancies, and the generoſity of his ſen- 
timents are not to be reliſhed, but by thoſe who can 
8 form ſome conception of heroic virtue. This will ac- 
count for the different opinions which are now enter 
taꝛĩned of Pindar by ſcholars and men of the world, as 
they term themſelves. And perhaps we might, without | 
injuſtice, aſcribe to the effeminacy of our manners, that 
indifference for, or rather that diſlike of ſublime poetry, : 
which has for ſome time paſt infected the higher orders 
of people in this kingdom. When Lord Cheſterfield 
in his letters to his ſon, ſpeaks of the porterly language 
| of Homer, and prefers Voltaire's Henriade to the Iliad, : 


we ought not to ſuppoſe from this piece of falſe criticiſm, 


that his lordſhip was wholly deſtitute of diſcernment and 
common underſtanding ; but that his heart was ſo 
_ contracted. by the indulgence of a ſelfiſh vanity, and 
his underſtanding ſo much enfcebled by a conſtant at- 
tention to the artificial modes and falſe refinements of 
life, as to render him incapable not only of a generous 
exertion, but even of a ſublime conception; and the 
lovers of poetry and Homer ought not to be angry with 
| his lordſhip for not admiring what he could not com- 
prehend. But beſides the diſadvantages which Pindar 
labours under from the peculiar ſtyle of his writings, ſo 
diſcordant to the manners of the preſent age, moſt peo- 
ple entertain a prejudice againſt him, and although in 
general terms they may allow him ſublimity, yet they 
conſider him as wild, rambling, and extravagant, and 
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above all, obſcure; if not unintelligible. This p preju- 8 
dice ſeems to have taken it's riſe from ſome poems pub- 
| liſhed in the Engliſh language, and to which Cowley 
_ firſt gave a reputation by the tinſel of his falſe wit, and 

| Which are called Pindarics, from a ſuppoſed reſemblance 
which they bear to Pindar's ſtyle and manner. But 

| how far they are deſerving of that appellation, Mr. Con- 
greve will inform us, who terms theſe odes, a bundle 
of rambling and incoherent thoughts, expreſſed 

in a like parcel of irregular ſtanzas, which alſo 


conſiſt of ſuch another complication of diſproportioned, 


| uncertain, and perplexed verſes and rhymes. On the 
cContrary, continues the ſame excellent author, there i . 
nothing more regular than the odes of Pindar, both as 
to the exact obſervations, and numbers of his ſtanzas and 0 
verſes, and the perpetual coherence of his thoughts. 
For though his digreſſions are frequent, and his tranſi- 
tions ſudden, yet there is ever ſome ſecret connection, 
which though not always appearing to the eye, never 
fails to communicate itſelf to the underſtanding. This 
paſſage has been already quoted by Mr, Weſt in the 
Preface to his Tranſlation of Pindar, who has proved 
the crititiſm of Congreye to be juſt by transfuſing into 
his tranſlation the fire and ſpirit, at the ſame time that 
he preſerves the regularity of the great original; and 
amid his frequent digreſſions, and abrupt and quick 
tranſitions, he never loſes ſight of the connection of the 
thoughts, but has the happy art of rendering his author 
cKeaſy and intelligible. Another objection that has been 
made to Pindar, is the frequency and length of his di- 
© greſliops ; ; but before we cenſure him, we ought to 


. | „„ conſider 


- 


Ix] 


conſider that all his odes are written nearly on the ſame 


ſubject, and that it required great {kill and ingenuity in 


the poet, to introduce a variety of circumſtances, which 
can alone render compoſitions of that ſort pleaſing : 
and this he has done by interweaving the hiſtories of the 


families of the heroes whom he celebrates. He ſome- 


times expatiates on the countries which gave them 
birth, and enlarges on the natural productions of the 
ſoil, together with the artificial improvements of in- | 
duſtry and commerce, and the origin of their laws and 


government, interſperſed with hiſtorical anecdote, and 
adorned with thoſe beautiful fictions which have at all 


times rendered the Greek mythology ſo captivating to 


the imagination. If in anſwer to this it is ſaid, that 


theſe beauties are only to be enjoyed in their fulleſt ex- 
tent by thoſe who have made ſome progreſs in claſſical 
learning, and that in the preſent age we feel little in- 


tereſt in Pindar's heroes, who lived at a period ſo remote 


and of whoſe exploits and real characters ſcarce any 
thing is tranſmitted down to us, either by hiſtory or 
tradition. We may yet hope, that the love for virtue 
and religion which our poet manifeſts on all occaſions, 


and the excellent moral precepts he every where incul- 


cates, may render him the delight of readers of all ages 
and conditions; for it will not be too much to ſay, that 


the diligent peruſal of our author will not only tend to 
elevate the thoughts, but to mend the heart. If from 


the ſentiments we paſs to the language of this great 
poet, we ſhall find it animating and glowing, aboun- 


ing with ſtrong figures and bold metaphors, always 


| Energetic, but from it's conciſeneſs, ſometimes obſcure, 


Ta 


— 
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To copy the peculiar ſtyle of Pindar in an Engliſh 
ttanſlation would be a vain attempt. His pregnant bre- 
vity, transfuſed into our language, would appear ſtiff, 
| harſh, and affected; and his compound epithets, grace- 
ful as they are allowed to be in the Greek, would be 

ſearcely intelligible in Engliſh. It therefore becomes | 

2 Tranflator to conſider the genius of the language in 
which he writes, as well as that from which he tran- 
flates, if he wiſhes to preſerve the beauties, whilſt he 
5 expreſſes the ſenſe of his author. Having thus ſpoken 
of the ſentiments and language, it may be proper next 
ww ſay ſomething of the regularity of the meaſure in 


Pindar's odes. And firſt it muſt be premiſed that theſe 


odes were ſung by a chorus, at the feaſts given by the 
conquerors in the games to their friends, or at the ſo- 
lemn ſacrifices offered 'to the gods on occaſion of their 
victories. Theſe odes generally conſiſted of three 
ſtanzas, which are termed ſtrophe, antiſtrophe, and 
epode. The ſtrophe, and it's correſpondent antiſtrophe, 
always contained the ſame number of lines, and were 
ſuppoſed to be performed in the ſame time. The 

chorus, whilſt they ſung, or rather repeated in a kind of 
recitative the ſtrophe, moved in a meaſured pace or 


dance, from the right hand to the left; in repeating 


the antiſtrophe, they returned with the ſame pace from 
the left hand to the right, till they reached the place 
from which they firſt ſet out; then ſanding ſtill they 
| ſung the epode, which if the ode contained only three 
ſtanzas, was not confined to any number of lines; but 
if, as was generally the caſe, the ode conſiſted of ſeveral 
ſtrophes, antiſtrophes, and epodes, all the epodes were of 


the 
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a ihe ſain wh; but the poet was | allowed to make 


his ſtrophes of different lengths, provided the anti- 


ſtrophe contained the ſame number of Ines as it's core | 
reſpondent ſtrophe. 5 


In the Greek tragedies we have ſome odes which | 


conſiſt of ſtrophes and antiſtrophes without the epode, 


and others which are compoſed of ſtrophes alone, of 


different lengths and meaſures; but the greateſt num 
ber of Pindar's odes contain the ſtrophe, antiſtrophe, 
and epode. Such was the ſtructure of the Greek ode, 
than which it is impoſſible to conceive any thing more 
regular, or better calculated to check thoſe wild ſallies 
of imagination, which a poet is too apt toindulge when the 
nature of his poem admits of quick tranſitions and fre- 
quent digreſſions. Some writers have ſuppoſed that the 


motions of the chorus denoted the motions of the hea- 
venly bodies; others have imagined that they were 


invented by Theſeus, in memory of the labyrinth out 


of which he eſcaped ; but I am inclined to think, that 


they owed their origin to the cuſtom which prevailed 
among all nations, of dancing before the altars of the 
gods, whilſt they ſung their religious hymns ; for 
in thoſe early ages, poetry was always accompanied 
with muſic and dancing, and as the meaſure of the 


verſes became more regular, it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, 


the figure of the dance would become more uniform. 
95 In the preſent age, muſic and dancing have little con- 
nection with poetry. We can therefore form but a 


faint and imperfect idea of the emotions which the odes 


of Pindar might excite, when the impreſſions made on 
975 the ſoul by the ſublimeſt W clothed in the 


nobleſt 
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nobleſt language, were heightened by the addition of 
| harmonious ſounds and grateful motions, and the un- 
derſtanding, imagination, and ſenſes equally captivated. 
Conſequently we ought not haſtily to pronounce the 
encomiums beſtowed on our poet by the moſt celebrated 
names of antiquity, to be partial and exaggerated. | 
My readers may now expect, that I ſhould give ſome 
. account of the heroic games of | Greece, to the con- 
querors in which the odes of Pindar are inſcribed ; but 
Mr. Weſt, in his admirable Diſſertation on the Olympic 
Games, has written ſo fully, and at the ſame time fo 
| Judiciouſly on that ſubject, that he has left nothing for 
me to add. I fhall therefore content myſelf with ob- 
| ſerving, that the Olympic games are ſaid to have been 
firſt inſtituted by Hercules, and after a ceſſation of 
400 years to have been revived by Iphytus ſon of Prax- 
onides, about 777 years before the Chriſtian zra : that 
they were celebrated at the end of every fourth or the _ 
beginning of every fifth year, in the vale of Piſa about 
the ſummer ſolſtice ; and ſuch was the veneration in 
which this high feſtival was held, that during the time 
of it's celebration, all hoſtilities were ſuſpended, and 
| univerſal peace proclaimed throughout Greece, Here 
Religion appeared in all it's ſplendour, in the oblations, 
_ prayers, and ſacrifices offered to the inviſible god, in the 
_ temple of Jupiter Olympius. Here Herodotus recited 
his hiſtory ſo much to the ſatisfaction of his illuſtrious 
audience, that they ſaid he was inſpired by the nine 
Muſes. And here the ambitious youth had a noble 


opportunity of diſplaying their {kill in manly and heroic 


Exerciſes, before a croud of ſpectators, among which 


were 
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were aſſembled the greateſt and beſt men of the moff 
enlightened people the world ever ſaw. Thoſe who 
excelled in theſe exerciſes, were rewarded with loud 
acclamations, crowned with wreaths of olive, celebrated 
by bards, and their names were even enrolled in the 
temples of the gods. Such were the pains taken by 


the legiſlators of antiquity to encourage that love of 
glory, and ardent deſire of praiſe, which never fails to 
excite the ſoul to great actions; and to this principle 
we may aſcribe the ſuperiority of the Greeks above any 
other nation in the world, in heroic virtue and 1 
patriotiſm. | 


After what I have faid, it would be unneceſſary, if 
not invidious, to draw a compariſon between the 


= Olympic games and our modern races, as I hope few of 
my readers ſuppoſe there is any ſimilitude between the 
victors | in the one, and the jockeys in the other. 8 


In regard to the Tranſlation which I now preſent to 


the Public, it becomes not me to ſpeak of it's merits or 
defects; but I am happy in the opportunity it affords 
me of paying a juſt tribute of praiſe to Mr. Weſt, and 
this I do the more willingly, as I cannot be ſuſpected 
of flattering a man who has long ſince enjoyed that re- 
ward which Heaven has reſerved for the great and good, : 


and who is now too highly exalted to be moved by hu - 


man applauſe, In him was united every quality 
which could adorn the poet, the philoſopher, and the 
Chriſtian, embelliſhed by thoſe elegant accompliſhments, 


and pleaſing manners, which form the gentleman, and 


contribute ſo much to the grace and ornament of ſociety, 
And * to a man who wrote one of the beſt 


books 
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hogks that eyer appeared in the Eogliſh language i in 


defence of our holy religion, and who afterwards in a 
very trying ſituation practiſed thoſe duties he knew ſo 
well how to teach, and on the death of a promiſing and 

only child, behaved with a fortitude and reſignation of 
which there are few examples. To ſuch a man, I fay 
; the ) mer it acquired by a Tranſlation of Pindar, will | 


always be conſidered as ſubordinate, when compared 


with his;other excellencies. Yet I cannot but obſerve, 
that in his Tranſlation he has given us as noble ſpeci- 


mens of ſublime poetry, as are to be met with in the 


7 Engliſh language ; and had he tranſlated the whole of 
Pindar, I ſhould by no means have attempted that great 
poet after him. But as Mr. Weſt has only tranſlated 


twelve of the forty-hve odes of Pindar which are extant, 


I hope the world will not think me too vain and pre- 
ſumptuous, in endeavouring to give thoſe odes which he 
bas left untouched, an Engliſh dreſs; 3 fully perſuaded that 
however I might fail in my attempt as a poet, the em- 
ployment would be of ſervice to me as a man. The 
ſentiments of Pindar have a tendency to elevate the 
mind above low purſuits and vicious pleaſures ; and the 
contemplation of ſuch a man as Mr. Weſt, cannot but 
fill a perſon engaged in the ſame literary occupation, 
with a laudable deſire of emulating his virtues, which 
are attainable by all, though few can pretend to equal 
him in genius. Whilſt I retain theſe ſentiments, and 


am influenced by theſe motives, it cannot be expected 
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that I ſhould make uſe of any mean arts to ſolicit praiſe, 


or be moved by unjuſt and illiberal cenſures. But I 


aner y readers will be pealed 90 ſee that I have not 
attem pes f 


[x] 


| attempted any of the Olympic odes which are e omitted 
by Mr. Weſt, and of which Mr. Pye has given us a 
ſpirited and poetical Tranſlation ; for I might juſtly be 
accuſed of vanity, if I preſumed to enter into competi- 
tion, for the prize of W with the! ingenious author 
of F arringdon Hill. 


Afſh-Houſe, Devon, 
* 1790. 
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SECOND 
PYTHIAN ODE. 


Turs ode is inſeribed 1 to ; Hieto King" « of Syracuſe, 


1 who — the 1 in ow chariot race. 


ARGUMENT. 


The poet begins this ode, with extolling the city 
of Syracuſe for its excellent breed of horſes, and noble 


race of heroes, who delight in acts of valour and 


generoſity. He then proceeds to the ſubject. of his 
ode, The Praiſe of Hiero, and obſerves that it is the 


province of bards in all ages and countries to applaud 


great and deſerving men. This he exemplifies in 
Cynyras King of Cyprus, whoſe virtues have been a 


favourite ſubject for the poet's ſong: he adds, That 


the regard poets have always ſhewn to diſtinguiſhed 


merit, proceeds from the belt of principles, gratitude 


a virtue of ſuch benign and extenſive influence, that 


it is not only recommended by philoſophers and mora- 


liſts, but that even in the regions of Hell, Ixion is 


ſaid in the midſt of his torments to exhort men to be 


grateful for benefits received; and learn by his exam- 


ple the miſeries which are the certain and unavoidable 
conſequences of ingratitude, Next follows the Hiſ- 


tory of Ixion, which is worked up by Pindar with 
wonderful force and ſpirit, He then obſerves, with 
his uſual piety and good ſenſe, that the inference we 


B | ought 


— 


a ” "FO 12 = — * 
* x Fe * 2 a 2g 0 * 2 2 2 
a — 4 __ ww 
* 3 - —— . ; — : 
— W — = — 1 2 —— 
. - — — —— a — — * — 
— . 2 — 55 . 22 — — — - * EY Oy" — 
— — - — — — 8 — 
- 2. 4 — — = ba > 8 
— _ — =_ — — — - — — — — — — 
1 — —— — —— — = — — — — 
2 oy — — - 2 — — m/ — — _ — 
—— 2 — — — — — < — . 4 — — 
1— ou — — — 2 — — — — — 
— — _- * i - - — 21 5 , = 
— 


4 fe oy 

— — — 
— 

—— — 

523 — - 


— 
— 


— — 
— — 
2 & — 2 
Pw — 


£443 


ought to Aw from the fate of Ixion, i is, that the power 
of God is infinite, and that it is in vain to hope to eſcape 
his vengeance by flight, or elude his ſearching and 
all-ſeeing eye by art and cunning. For we daily ſee 
inſtances of the fall of the proud, and the exaltation 
of the humble; but that virtue is always the care of 
Heaven, — After this long digreſſion, the poet returns 
to Hiero, whom he applauds in general terms for his 
| wiſdom and virtue, and above all, for the noble and 
' generous uſe he makes of thoſe ample poſſeſſions which 
the gods have beſtowed on him, in rewarding merit, and 
rendering the people he governs happy.—After this 
general praiſe, he particularly enlarges on his courage 
and conduct in war; and by the example of Rhadaman- 
thus, who deſpiſed all kind of adulation, he obliquely 
adviſes him to guard his mind againſt the artful and 
inſidious deſigns of flatterers ; who, whatever ſpecious 
- appearances they might aſſume, are in fact moſt 
formidable enemies both to the king and the ſtate ; | 
and that no truth is more certain than this, That under 
| every poſſible form of government, the happineſs of the 
people at large is beſt ſecured when the reins of power 
are held by men of integrity; but after all our endea- 
vours, we can never hope for ſucceſs without the aſſiſ- 
tance of Heaven.— T he poet concludes with ſome juſt N 
and ſevere reflections on the perverſe and ſelf- tormenting 
nature of envy, and exhorts men of real merit to 
deſpiſe unjuſt calumny, and, conſcious of their dignity, 
to riſe ſuperior to the low and malicious inſinuations 


pot vulgar minds, and content themſelves with the praiſe 


they receive rom. the wiſe and good, 


SECOND 


SECOND PYTHIAN ODE 


F 
STroPnE 1. 
= 8 of Syraauiſe,: the lov'd abode 
Of thund'ring Mars, the warrior's god ! 12 TT « 


The fruitful nurſe of generous ſteeds, 
And youths, whom love of glory warms, 
Whoſe ſouls delight i in feats of arms, 
And high heroic deeds 1. 
From Thebes proud walls, te to you I bring 
The ſweetly-ſounding lyric ſtring; ; 
4 | The glorious ſubject of my long, . 
7 g The rapid chariot, borne along 
4 By courſers ſwift, beneath whoſe bound, 
1 Groaning heaves the trembling ground, 
And Hiero, ſkilful to obtain 3 

The victor 8 prize on P ythia's plain, 3 i 
8 Bu ES Ortygia 
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Ortygia glories in the crown, 4 

Which on her iſle refulgent bean 

The ſplendor of deſery'd renown, 
F or chaſte Diana i in thy ſtreams 

: Delights to bathe, and there her temple ſtands : 1 
Without her aid, i in vain with ſkilful bands 
Would men attempt the unmanag'd ſteeds to train, 


And ks them sd; with trappings o'er the plain. 


ANTISTROPHE 1. 


Fo or thou, bright goddeſs, Kill'd to trace 5 


5 The windings of the woodland chace, | 


And Hermes who o'er games preſides, 5 
Around the victor Hiero's head, 15 
Refulgent beams of glory ed, 
| When to'the chariot's poliſh'd ſes, 
Obedient to the reins, he join'd the force 
Of the fleet and generous horſe, 


Invoking oft with ardent prayers, | | 


* 


The god, whoſe arm the trident bears; 3 
The awful majeſty of kings to raiſe, 
And give to virtue deathleſs praiſe ; ; 


Bards of every age and clime, 


For this have fram'd the verſe ſublime : : 


In ſtrains ſonorous, poets vie 
Thy fame, O Cynyras, to fing 3 5 
9 3 | The 


Tx 4: 


The woods, and echoing vales reply, 


Proud to applaud the Cyprian King, 
"4 His ſubjects glory, and 85 all approy' d, 1 
4 And by Apollo dearly lov'd i 

. Apollo, graceful with his . hair, 


The favourite too of Venus, oy fair, 


Exrobx xz 


Impell'd to this by heay' n-born gratitude, 
With eyes of kindneſs to behold the good; 

Sweetly Hiero in thy ears, ws 
Sounds the Locrian virgins voice, 


When to Heaven they pour their prayers, 


And in thy glorious acts rejoice 3 . 


8 \ " wg . 2 
3 FTG 
ne; 2 Ma oo tho yg 


4 9 PI 4 1 2 

„ nt OW Rita $00 a Ys ee ns Go 

e e 
„ 


* e 


$f Preſery'd by thee from dire alarms, 


Tis ſaid, that in the dark abodes, 
Ixion, whilſt with horrid ſound, 
_ Turns the giddy wheel around, 25 
; Commanded by the avenging gods 


Exclaims — Let gratitude inſpire 


Favours receiv'd ; ; and friendſhip! 8 holy fire, 


B z 


5 From the fierce victorꝰs power, and dreadful din of al arms. 


5 Each worthy breaſt; with liberal hand reward 


Pure from the taint of vice, and intereſt guard. 


STROPHE 


£8 3 


' STROPHE II. 
Theſe awful truths Ixion now relates, 


Chhain'd down for ever by his adverſe fates ; 5 


For once in Heaven's ſerene abodes, 

A calm and happy life he paſs'd, 

| Receiv'd by Jove among the ao 
But ah! theſe bleflings could not laſt, 


For by his frantic paſſions fir d, 


To Juno s bed the daring chief aſpir* d, 


And vainly hop'd, the joys to Proves 
The Joys divine reſery'd for Jove: 
Such crimes by Heaven unpuniſh'd dic not 80, 


Deſtin'd to paſs his days it in endleſs woe, 
1 wretch now groans in agonizing pain, 


Laments, and ſheds repentant tears in vain. 


By two black crimes to dire perdition driv'n, 
Offended j uſtice arms the hand of Heav'n. | 
For firſt his hands with kindred. blood he ſtain” d, 
And thus by fraud his father 8 wealth detain d. 


AxTISTROPHE II. 


And next by wild deſires miſled, 
i . He ſtrove to violate the awful bed 
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tj 1 | 5 Of Juno, Jove 8 imperial bride. 
Wo Loſt | to the ſenſe of all that O good a and great, 
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He ſaw not, Vlinded by his 1 impious ah 


T be torments, which ſuch horrid crimes await : 


Ah what calamities do mortals prove 


From the ſad impulſe of unlawful love | 1 


For with a painted cloud he fuld his arms, 
And vainly thought he claſp'd immortal charms : 
For Jove had deck'd the cloud with every grace,” 

Reſembling Juno, in her air, her face, rats 

And well- proportion'd limbs ; obedient to command 
Roſe the light form, beneath his ſkilful hand, 
Deceiv'd by Beauty I lare, lxion run 

19 claſp thoſe charms, by which he was undone. 
Now to the wheel his hands and ſcet are bound, 


And; in | perperual circles whir'd around. 


ErpopE 1. 


Art would exert its utmoſt powers in vain, 


His limbs to looſen from the calling chain 'E 


Through the wide gloom his words are heard, 


Mingled wich many a piteous groan, 


In bitterneſs of grief to Heay' n 5 


n Warning the wicked, crimes like his to ſhun. 8 
But from his curſt embrace, the teeming cloud 

Producꝰd a monſter, inſolent and proud. 

Both gods and men the wretch diſclaim d, 
The Graces ne 'er beheld with joy, 


1 8 


I: s 1 
Or fil'd upon the lucklef hoy, 
The father of the Centaurs nam'd. | 
15 Fe or mingling with the mares in Pelion? s s groves, 
; The ſavage Centaur race appear'd, 
| Sad fruit of, his prepoſterous loves, 
: Whole double form their parentage declar d. 


| STROPHE mel 


By t this example tavght, we | feel 

The wide extent of Jove* 8 almighty will ; 

That God who ſwifter than the light, 
Outruns the rapid eagle” 8 flight, TE 

O 'ertakes the do phins, as they ſweep 
With eager fins the wat'ry deep; 5 

| Makes the proud man his native weakneſs know, : 

| O erwhelm'd with anguiſh, penitence, and woe. : 
; | Raiſes the bumble, and the virtuous name, | 

: Crowns with a wreath of never- fading fame. | 

My Muſe delights heroie worth to praiſe, | 
| And ſcorns to tread in Satyr' 8 N ways. 

See in Archilochus, unhappy bard, 

Of envious humour, the deſery'd reward, 

Poor, and diſtreſs'd, an anxious care he feeds 
And pines at noble and ſucceſsful deeds "= 
Great is the power of riches, when combin d 


W ith wiſdom, virtue, and a generous mind. | 
Att 


49.1 


AurisrnorhE III. 


Such is thy caſe, O Hiero | Thou whoſe heart 
Can with becoming dignity impart 


4 5 Its treaſures to deſert. | O thou ordain'd, 1 a 
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By Heaven, the ruler of a happy land, 
| With numerous people, ample turrets crown'd, 
Thy ſplendid cities, well-built walls ſurround. 
Not Greece thro? all her realms can boaſt a name, : 
1 Like thine conſpicuous, or for wealth, or fame. 
| Should poets ſtrive ſuch falſe applauſe to give, 
Vet none ſo weak che ſtory to believe. 
But leaving that, m my bolder Muſe diſplays 
Thy fleets victorious, and thy well-carn'd praiſe 1 
1 early youth thy courage was diſclos'd, 
To all the dangerous toils of war expos d, 
Superior to thy foes i in every fight, 
| Thy acts of valour, and heroic might, 
Exerted in a juſt and noble cauſe, 


From every tongue extorts deſery'd applauſe, 


 Eyope III. 
Whether you lead to war the rapid horſe, 
Or head the ſoot S impenetrable force, 
Thy prudence far beyond thy years, 
Opens a wide and ſpacious field 


1 
For juſt applauſe, and thy compeers 
To thee the palm of wiſdom yield. 


r 


Flail Hiero! happy king m grateful ſong, 
Like rich Phenician treaſures borne along} 
: Fer ſwelling waves, to thee her treaſures brings; 
And as thy care did not refuſe | ny 3 
To cheriſh my Holian Muſe, 
Now when her bolder hand ſhe flings, L 
And wakes to harmony the ſeven-ſtring'd yre, 
Still let thy virtues be her darling theme ; "= 
As boys the actions of an ape admire, 


; ” kus s with the weak, the flatterer gains elteem. 


ee IV. 


But Rhadamanthus truly bleſt, 

With the pure ſplendor of unſullied fame, 

Secure, that happy gift poſſeſt, 

And held in ſcorn the paraſite” s baſe name. 
| : Nor to their idle murmurs lent an ear, 1 


But with a temper open and ſincere, 


Their arts rejected, and that fulſome praiſe. 


5 By which, on Virtue 8 fall, themſelves they raiſe, 
For calumny Rill haunts the tongue, 
With ſpecious Flattery' s falſchoods hung. 
| Like prowling wolves impatient for their prey, 
They ſtrive to take my little fame away; | 
We V; 1 2 van 


! 


Vain their attempt ! for as ſecurely glides 

. he cork upon the boſom of the deep, 
And ſcorns the hoſtile rage of warring tides, 
While their oferloaded nets the ſailors ſweep. 
Immers'd the waves beneath : thus riſing high 
Above my; foes their malice I ways 


ANTISTROPHE IV. 


Nor can a fAatterer ever mine, 


In council, with the brave and great, 

Or with the truly virtuous join 

On proper means, to ſave a ſinking ſtate. 

But ſoothing all alike, with cruel art, _ 
Miſeads the judgment, and corrupts the heart. - 
5 Conduct like this, my freeborn ſoul diſdains, | 
A friend ſhall ſhare my joys, ſhall ſhare my pains, 
But with my foes a cruel war 1. wage, 

And imitate the wolf's remorſeleſs rage, 

: Purſue them through their dark and oblique ways, 
* Proud to unravel the perplexing maze. 

The man of truth i is fitteſt far, to guide 

With ſteady hand, the reins of ſtate, 

: Whether a tyrant rules with haughty pride, + 


Or the licentious populace debate, 


Or by the virtuous few the realm is ſway d. 


But Heaven 8 almighty will muſt be obey d. 


EropR 
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Ero: IV. 


Whoſe power the weak can raiſe, the great depreſs, 
The arbiter of good and ill ſucceſs, 
A rankling wound corrodes the envious breaſt, 
No ſoothing arts adminiſter relief, 
It ſinks beneath a heavy load AY 
And each new virtue proves a ſource of grief. ; 
While ſuch dark ſouls their crooked paths purſue, 
Their baſe intentions are diſclos'd to view. 
: But thoſe heroic ſpirits, wiſe and good, | 
| Who feel pernicious Envy' s bane, 
Should learn unjuft reproaches to ſuſtain | 
With decent pride, and manly fortitude. . 
The ox who kicks againſt the goading ſteel, 
But hurts himſelf. The praiſe the virtuous give, 
4 Scorning the darts of Envy to repel, 
Wich grateful heart contented I receive, 


NOTES, 


I. 


Ixion whilt with horrid ſound. 


This introduftion of ken warning mankind by his fatal 5 
example, to ſhun the crimes of ingratitude and impiety, . 
has ſomething in it extremely awful and ſtriking.— Virgil 
was ſo ſenſible of its beauty, that he has made Phlegyas, or 
as Dr. Warburton ſays, Theſeus, utter a ſentence of equal 
dignity and truth, in the ſixth Zneid, « Diſcite juſlitiam 
% moniti et non temnere divos.“ Some of the commentators 
on Virgil, with that low kind of underſtanding which paſſes 
with many people for acuteneſs and wit, have obſerved 
that the admonitions of Phlegyas, however juſt, could an- 
ſwer very little purpoſe when addreſſed to an audience, on 


w whom an irreverſible ſentence was paſs'd, and who were 


excluded from profiting by an alteration of conduct; but 
theſe critics ought to have conſidered, that Virgil's poems 
were intended for the inſtruction of men, to whom the 
gates of mercy are open on a ſincere repentance, and that 
nothing is ſo likely to inſpire the ſoul with a deteſtation 
of vice, as a repreſentation of its dreadful conſequences 
in the puniſhment inflicted on great and daring offenders. 
| Warburton, who had the happy art of illumining 
by the irreſiſtible force of his genius, every ſubje& on 


Wich he wrote, ſuppoſes that Virgil in this place alludes 


to the admonitory maxims delivered to the initiated in the 
myſtic ſhines, during the celebration of the Eleuſinian 
| myſteries, and he concludes from this paſſage of Pindar in 
which we have the term BPOTO1, living men, that the 
ſpeech of Ixion was at firſt made before men in this world, 
and that it was eee a” s {cenical repreſentation of the 
Poet's 
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| poet 8 Tartarus, at the Eleufinian white; for each 


offender, as he paſſed by the machinery, to make an ad- 


monition againſt his own crime. If this conjecture of that | 
excellent writer has a ſolid foundation, it muſt give us a 
very exalted idea of the wiſdom of the ſages and legiſla- 
tors of antiquity, who could thus form mankind to a love 
of virtue and, abhorrence of vice, by preſenting to their 
ſenſes every object which could encourage their hopes, 
alarm their fears, or excite their admiration, whilſt they 
inculcated precepts of the greateſt dignity and importance, 
on the obſervation of which depended the peace and proſ- : 
perity of the ſociety, and the Ros and future . © 
of the individual, | 


The ſavage c Centaur r race e appear d. 


1. may perhaps be not unentertaining to my readers, if 


in this place I ſay ſomething of the Centaurs who are ſo ; 
often mentioned in the fabulous hiſtory of Greece. It is 
manifeſt from the teſtimony of Diodorus Siculus and other 


authors of credit, that the inhabitants of that part of 


Theſſaly which lies near Mount Pelion, were the firſt people 
of Greece who acquired the art of training horſes for 


os and when ſeated on horſeback, it is reaſonable to 


for one ; Such was the miſtake the Mexicans fell 
into when they firſt beheld the Spaniſh cavalry, As this 
| art was diſcovered during the reign of Ixion in Theſſaly, 
the poets feign'd that the Centaurs were his ſons, and as 
the greater part of them came from a city named Nephele, 
which in the Greek language ſignifies a cloud. From the 


ambiguity of the term, they were ſaid to be begotten by 
Ixion on the cloud which Jupiter impoſed on him for 


Janes: They ſupported themſelves chiefly by rapine and 


plunder, 
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Slater, and from their ſkill in korfemanthiy. ad 
themſelves very formidable to all the neighbouring towns 
and villages ; for from their dexterous management of 
that noble animal, they were not only molt dreadful in their 
attacks, but even when puſh'd by a ſuperior force, knew 
| how to ſecure their ſafety by flight; and to the terror 
| which they inſpired may be aſcribed the hyperbolical 5 
| manner in which the poets ſpe ak of their ſtrength. . 

kinſmen of Ixion they pretended to a ſhare of his domi- 

nions, and declared war againſt his ſon Pirithoüs; but 2 

reconciliation ſoon after took place, and on the marriage 
of Pirithoüs with Hippodomia they were invited to the 
nuptial feaſt. On this occaſion they treacherouſſy at- 
| tempred to carry away the bride, and the other ladies who 
were with her. For this daring action they were ſeverely 
cChaſtiſed by Hercules, Theſeus, Peleus, Neſtor, Cenſus, and 
the other heroes who were preſent at the feaſt, and acquired 
great glory by their gallant defence of female honour | 
and the rights of hoſpitality, The greater part of the 

Centaurs in this conflict were lain, and the few who ſur- 
vived were driven from Theſſaly and obliged to ſeek refuge 

among the mountains of Arcadia. Ovid in the twelfth 

book of his Metamorphoſes has given us an account of the 
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imagery and animated deſcription. The manners of the 
times are wonderfully well preſerved through the whole 
narration, the various incidents of the battle drawn forth 

to view with ſuch boldneſs of colouring, as almoſt to make 
us ſpectators of what we read; and to render the ſtory 
1 complete, the horror which the contemplation of ſcenes 
of war and bloodſhed naturally inſpire, is ſoftened by the 
85 r s of em. and ee, 5 


= 1 . 8 THIRD 


fray of the Lapithæ and Centaurs, adorned with bold 


THIRD 
PYTHIAN ODE. 


This ode is inſeribed to Hiew King of Syracuſe, 
| who We? the victory i in the horſe race. 


ARGUMENT. | 


The poet 4 hogs this ode by expreſſing bis Alen 
wiſh that Chiron, to whoſe inſtruction Æſculapius 
was indebted for his knowledge in the healing art, 
could be raiſed from the dead. This leads him to the 5 
| hiſtory of Coronis, the mother of Æſculapius, who 
was flain by Diana at Apollo's inſtigation, for her 


= illicit connection with an Arcadian youth named Iſchys. 


But the god repenting of this violent act, preſerved 
her ſon Æſculapius, and placed him under the care of 
Chiron; where he acquired ſuch knowledge in medi- 
cine, that every diſeaſe to which the human frame 
is ſubject, yielded to his ſkill. But unhappily this 
great phyſician, blinded by avarice, and inflamed by 
ambition, attempted to revive the dead: Jupiter incenſed 
at his inſolence and impiety, deſtroyed him by light- 
ning: which tragical event is deſcribed by Pindar with 
His uſual ſpirit, and gives the poet an opportunity of 
| introducing ſome excellent moral ſentiments, He 
then obſerves, that if either Chiron or AÆſculapius 


155 were living, he would not fail to ſolicit their aſſiſtance 


in favour of Hiero, who, at the time this ode was 
written, was afllicted with ſome. violent ülneſs. He next 


ee 5 


0 1 


expatiates « on the character of Hiero, to whom he af. 5 
cribes every virtue that can adorn a man, or a King ; 3 
and laments that it is not in his power to beſtow health _ 
with the ſame eaſe that he can celebrate the glory he 


| had acquired by his victory in the Pythian Games. 
But he conſoles him by obſerving, that though by the 
irreſiſtible decree of F ate, the evils of life far exceed the 


bleſſings, yet the Great and Good, by the exertion of . 
manly fortitude, riſe ſuperior to the ſevereſt ſtrokes of 
Fortune. After enumerating the advantages which 
Hiero enjoys from the poſſeſſion of wealth, and power, 
employed for his own glory, and the happineſs of his 


ſubjects, he tells him, that even Cadmus and Peleus, : 
favoured as they were by Heaven, could not. procure to 


themſelves an exemption from thoſe evils which are in- 


| ſeparable from our mortal ſtate ; which he beautifully 


illuſtrates by the misfortunes which attended the daugh- 
ters of the former, and the untimely end of the only ſon 
of the latter. The poet concludes this admirable ode 


* with ſome general reflections on the inconſtancy of for- 
tune, together with the reſolutions he had formed for 
conducting himſelf with piety, dignity, and modera- 


tion, ſhould he ever by any ut reſolution be raiſed 
to an exalted Ration in life, 


THIRD 
PYTHIAN ODE. 


Gs 


 SrzoPHE 1. 


* much I wiſh—exeuſe my adde lays, 
(Let not my homely phraſe offend thy ear, 


Nor ſcorn the dictates of a heart ſincere,) 
That Heaven, i in pity to mankind, would raiſe | 


Saturnian Chiron from the ſilent tomb, 


And with celeſtial fire his lifeleſs corpſe relume ; 15 
Or that ofer Pelion' $ woody chace, = 
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As once, in regal ſtate he rov 'd, 
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Tho rough his form, his breaſt ſoft pity mov'd 
Benarolane to all of human race; 
By him inſtructed in the healing art, 5 
Did Eſculapius to the world impart 
E His wond'rous power, Affliction- s bed t to eaſe, 
4 And check the waſting flame of flow diſeaſe. - 


Aris rkornE L 


= His hapleſs Rot fam'd Coronis, fprung 
From royal Phlegyas, felt Diana' $ dart, 


Whilſt in the pangs of labour, pierce her heart, 


— 
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And thus expiring, beautiful and Nan, 
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Sunk in a moment from her bridal bed, 

To Pluto's dark uncomfortable ſhade, 

"= Sad victim to Apollo 8 vengeful ire; 

1 | She learn'd, how fatal the attempt to prove 

4 The indignation of the ſons of Jove; 3 
Miſled by wand'ring thoughts and vain deſire, 
EF She ſcorn'd his love, by whom ſhe was ador'd, 
And ſought th' embraces of another lord ; 5 
Tho? to a god ſhe gave her virgin charms, | 
Yet foo an — lover. to her arms. 


Evovr * 


: Wo did ſhe wait the folemn 1 feaſts, 
Where with the voice of j joy the roofs aun, 
And hymeneal torches blaze around; 
When to Join, the happy et, 
Nymphs i in youth, and beauty's pride, 

Array'd i in white, with meaſur'd ſtep advance, 
Or raiſe the ſong, or lead the dance, 
Companions of the lovely bride; 

While the ſun withdraws his light, 

And length'ning ſhades bring on the happy night; ; 
No chaſte delights her vicious ſoul could move, 
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| A flave to ſecret and illicit love; ; 
Such are the errors of the human mind, 
by And ſuch * vain purſuit of loſt no; 3 | 


41 


T o ſcorn the nabe God and Nature give, 
And bleſſings, with ungrateful heart receive, 
And yet on thoſe, which righteous Heay' n denies, 8 
. N To gaze with eager and deſiring eyes, 
To catch a cloud, a phantom light as air, 7% 
Gilded by hope, but follow d St _ 


Sede U. 


In 1 robes of flaming purple dreſt, 

| This fatal paſſion fir'd thy faithful breaſt, 

0 fair Coronis ! and Arcadia 8 we 

5 Beheld thee, loſt to dignity and truth, 

| Indulge thy pleaſures with a beauteous youth; 

Sad ſource of anguiſh, woe, and pain! | 

Nor did thy crime eſcape the piercing eye. VTEDH 
Of that great God, who Heaven and Earth nm * 

For where the victims round the altars blaze, 


And Delphi's lofty towers ſalute the ſkies ; 
Thy looſe inconſtaney, with art coriceal'd, wy 
To him, in all its various parts reveal'd, 
Whoſe mental powers, and intellectual licht, 
Can penetrate the thickeſt gloom of night, ; 
| Whoſe words ambiguous, to mankind unfold | 
Events in dark futurity enroll'd ; 
_ | Whoſe mind ſagacious, ſees through all ab, : 
7 Deceitful acte, and well- invented lies; a 03 du br 
5 Nor 


ta) 


Nor God, nor man, his prudence can betray, 


Or his TY judgment lead 1 


 ANTISTROPHE Il. 


Soon as be a the frail Coronis charms, | 

Inclos'd in Iſchys' fond defiring arms, 

= A deed ſo bold, and heinous, fill'd his breaſt 

Y. 3 With wrath and indignation ; and inſpir' d £ 

f By kindred love, with equal fury fir'd, 

1 Diana came, in robes of terror dreſt, 

To aid the vengeance of her brother lt; 

Through the light air her rapid courſe ſhe bent, 

And reach d Theſſalia, with a quick deſcent; "i 
11 F or near the lake of Bcebeis, her abode 

15 The falſe Coronis made, and ſoon ſhe found, = 

17 Deep ir in her breaſt infix'd, the fatal wound; 

5 The ſame bad demon that firſt led aſtray 

Uler mind from Truth and Honour O ſacred way, 

Deſtroy'd her now The goddeſs dealt around 
The cruel peſt, o er all the neighbouring ground, 5 
And numbers periſh d wide the ruin ſpread ! F- 
Thus raging fires from ſlender ſparks firſt bred, 
With force increas'd, reſiſtleſs ſweep awy 


. 1 he mountain foreſt e * : 
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Eros u. 


| Her fond relations mourn'd Coronis dead, 


And high i in air the funeral ſtructure rais d; ; 
; The flames increaſing, round her body blaz'd, 7 
15 When pierc 'd with anguiſh, thus. Apollo ſaid, 
| To ſee this infant child expire 1 
: With its fad mother on the able bier, 
= Who now lies puniſh'd by a doom ſevere, 
Would bring diſgrace on me, his fre! 
Then with a ſtep, from Delphic fane he paſs'd, 
And in his eager arms the boy embrac'd, : 
| Snatch'd from devouring flames, which turn 4 their courſe, 
And yielded to the god's ſuperior force; 3 
Thence to Magneſia- s happy realms « convey d, 
He grew and flouriſh'd in the rural ſhade z 
| Bred under Chiron, learned Centaur, ſkill'd, 7 
In every various herb which decks the field; 'Y 
| By him inſtructed to prolong the ſpan | 
g Of life allotted to the race of man, 
To check of dire diſeaſe the rapid pace, 


Which brings wen evils on the human race, - 


| SrzoruR III. 


5 Whate' er he cauſe—if from a ſecret flame, 


By nature Fer a the internal frame 


c J Ts Felt 


Felt flow decay, or in the fields of war 

Deep wounds inflicted by the ſword. and ſpear, 
Or the ſharp angles of a ponderous ſtone, = 
With rapid motion from the 8 thrown, | 
Or with a fever's rage the body pin'd 

When dire extremes alternate empire | hold, 


The Summer' s burning heat and Winter's * cold, 


All found relief in his ſagacious mind. 

| Their various pangs he cures by various arts; 
45 To ſome, the charm of r magic words imparts ; 3 
To others, liquors of ſalubrious powers: - 
= The ſtrength of ebbing nature to reſtore ; 
And ſome he heals by ſoftening unguents bound 
| Around the limb, which labour'd with the wound, 
While others, more diſeas'd, are doom'd to feel 
The ſharp inciſion of the cruel ſteel, 


| Which moves obedient, as his judgment guides, 
And from the ſound the infected parts divides. 


<1} 


| ANTISTROPHE III. 


But yet the love of gold had power to blind 


= 5 With falſe preſumption his aſpiring mind; 
= Science beſtow'd her choiceſt gifts i in vain, 
The ſoul- ſubduing paſſion to reſtrain, 
| Seduc'd by avarice, and a love of praiſe, 
| ne ſtrove by potent herbs the dead to raiſe, 
Fg ng. And 


— — 


5 His mind, to ſuccour my afflicted friend ; 


And bid th? etherial ork © of life illume 


The breathleſs corpſe, conlign'd to Piuto's ſhade, 


And thus defraud the monarch of the dead ; 


Saturnian Jove, reſolving on his doom, 


Whoſe ſcorching flames the great Phyſician flew ; 3 
: With him, Hippolitus reſign'd his breath, | 
In vain recover'd from the realms of death. 

= By this example taught, no more let pride, 


F rom Wiſdom' s paths our ſteps erroneous guide; 5 


But rather let us ſcek ourſelves to know, 


And what concerns the human race below z 5 


F or ever mindful of our humble birth, 


: Sprung, yy the meaneſt reptile, from the earth, 


Fro m. 


5 Sr not, my ſoul, in glory and. in Si” 


The eternal powers of Heay' n to emulate, 


But reſt contented with thy mortal fu, 


And by a mortal art, to raiſe ay name : 


If learned Chiron in his cave, 


On Pelion's ſhady ſummit, dwelt, 


With joy, all dangers would I brave, 
And each perſuaſive art employ, to bend 


With outſtretch'd arm the winged lightning threw, 


And my ſoft flowing ſtrains his heart could melt, ; 


Te 


RT - 
i 'To come himſelf, with healing in his hand a, : 


Or ZXſculapius, or ſome god command, 


. Or great Apollo's ſelf, might not diſdain, : 


= To plough with me the fam'd Ionian main, 


F | While the light veſſel mov'd by fails and oars, 

; Swift gliding, reach'd Sicilia's happy ſhores, 7 

; Where the fam'd ſtreams chaſte Arethuſa yields, 
; With gentle current fertilize the fields, 


Where ſtands thy palace Hiero— Thou whoſe ſway 


a M Th' extended realms of Syracuſe obey. = 


Srnorhz Iv. 785 
5 A monarch on whoſe patriot breaſt, 
; The gods the nobleſt virtues have impreſt, 
| Kind to his ſubjects, to his neighbour . 
= A friend to merit, faithful to his truſt : 


= With more than care paternal he receives 


The ſtranger, and with liberal hand relieves, 5 


$ O could my grateful heart beſtow 
: A double bleſſing on this godlike king, 
: And health to his exhauſted body bring, a 


While in his praiſe my numbers flow, 


And add new ſplendours to his crown, 
In Pythian fields of glory won; 
Where his fleet ſteed, impell'd by nn, bet, 

As once at Circha, all his rivals beat: 


161. 

More hs; than is fun? 8 reviving light, 
When he appears in his meridian height, 
My name would ſhine, to each Sicilian dear, 


: While o er the (eas my rage rous verſe I bear. 


AnTISTROPHE Iv. 


5 This fate forbids 1 but yet we may adore | 
Our parent Veſta, and her aid implore, We 
For near my gates her hallow'd temple ſtands, 
In which the virgins form their choral bands, 
And celebrate beneath the moon's pale light, 
In ſongs, and meaſur'd dance, the ſacred rite, 


If thou a ſerious ear wilt lend, 


O Hiero, to the truly good and ſage, 1 1 
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And learn the wiſdom of experienc'd ages. 

Then calmly to my words attend, 

Words, which from lips divine have flow? d. 
And breathe inſtruẽtion, worthy of a God! e 
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On all our race the immortal powers beſtow : 
| At leaſt a double ſhare of pain and woe, 
| WE: For every blefling ; and the weak and vain 
3 = . Strive againſt Fate, and impiouſly complain; 
But with a cheerful mind the wiſe and good 
Conquer the ills of life by fortitude, 


— — — ov 


Epops Iv. 


5 on thee, 0 king | propitious fortunes wait, _— 
Of ample treaſures, ſpacious realms __ 
And more, a people by thy virtue bleſt, 
Conſpire to make thee truly great. 


A life exempt from care and woe, 


: IIluſtrious Peleus never found, 8 
Nor Cadmus like the gods renown va, 
: Tho' favour'd moſt of men below TY 
- By Heaven, with virtues pure, ſublime, 
a Which live to all ſucceeding time; 


Altho' for them, on Pelion's lofty hill 


The heav*n-born Muſes ſtruck the dior hell, 
And rais'd the tuneful voice. Their heads enroll'd 


With radiant crowns, compos'd of nets of gold, 


Where Thebes diſplays her ſeven proud portals wide, : 
Their ſongs were heard, when Cadmus led his bride 


Harmonia, graceful with majeſtic eyes, 


And Pelion's heights reſounded with the cries 


Oft joy, when virgin Thetis' blooming charms 


Fo. Were Frm Peleus, to ty longing arms. 


Srrorhz 


The gods in ks came to celebrate 5 
The honours of the nuptial feaſts, and raisd 


On 
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= On thrones of gold, the ſons of Saturn blaz'd: 
And each the ſpouſal preſent brought, to greet 
| The beauteous brides, and make their j joy compleat. 


: By Jove exalted to an envied ſtate 


8 Had borne, of anguiſh, woe, and care; * 

= Yet now from toil and labour freed, 
New ſcenes of j joy and happineſs ſucceed. 

: ; But human bliſs can never laſt, 

And like a dream, are pleaſures paſt. - 

Thy daughters, Cadmus, could impart 

New ſorrows to thy feeling heart. 


And all thy peace of mind deſtroy; 
Tho' Semele's majeſtic charms were led, 
To the high 8 of the Thunderer's bed. N 


The only ſon which beauteous Thetis bore 3 3 
In whom was center'd all his father S joy 
ö Untimely periſh'd in the fields of Troy, 
By Paris“ arrow ſlain !—A funeral pyre 5 
- WM rais'd, and while the creeping flames expire, 
= The Greeks with tears the hero's fate deplore. a, 
Could we the paths of Truth diſcern, | 
Or Wiſdom's uſeful precepts learn, 
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The bridegrooms ſhone, Tho? each his s ſhare 


Shut every avenue of joy, 


AvTISTROPHE v. 


1.99.1] 
For all the comforts we poſſeſs, 
| Our prayers che immortal gods would bleſs. 5 
| | Inconſtant as the wind which blows - 
N 5 Fr rom every point, the tide of Fortune flows 3 | 
She now beholds us with a look ſerene, 
And now with clouds ofercaſts the ſcene. - 


* Not long can riches laſt—a feeble ſtay! 5 


5 Soon will they fly, or waſte themſelves away. 
= For me, ſhould F ortune ample ſtores provide, 


; Theſe prudent 1 maxims ſhall wy conduct vue 


Eropz v. 


Wich temp rate mind my cy of fortune bear ; 
Humble and mild to thoſe of low eſtate, | 
| And proud and lofty to the rich and great. 5 
But yet my | firſt and nobleſt care 
| Should be, the immortal gods to praiſe, 
And in ſublimeſt ftrains impart = 
The language of my grateful heart; 
3 5 But if the powers divine ſhould raiſe 
7 My thoughts, and ampler gifts beſtow, 
And bid a boundleſs tide of riches flow, 


Then ſhould 1 hope to raiſe a deathleſs * 


And ſpread to late poſterity my name. ev 
Thus Neſtor and the great Sarpedon live, 
5 And all the wrecks of waſting time ſurvive 
Such 


30 J 


Such honours to the truly great belong 

= 'Fhe favourite ſubjects of the poet's ſong; z 
=: ' Virtues ennobled by the Muſe divine. 
=: 5 With bloom unfading, through all ages ſhine. k 


= | Few chiefs deſerve ſuch honours to receive, 
And fewer bards ſuch laſting fame can give. 
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NOTES 


ON THE THIRD PYTHIAN ODE. 


cc Saturnia Chiron? — 


| Notwithſtanding the general ditpoſion « of the Centanty | 
to a life of rapine and plunder, it appears that ſome of them 


| devoted themſelves to the ſtudy of philoſophy ; In 


among them acquired ſo great a reputation for wiſdom as 
Chiron. He is reported to have taught Apollo muſic, 
 Xſculapius phy ſic, and Hercules aſtronomy. He had like- 
| wiſe the honour of educating Achilles; and, in the Argo- 
nautic expedition, he is ſaid to have formed a celeſtial ſphere, 


in which he marked the conſtellations, and even fixed the 


equinoctial and ſolſticial points. His calendar is one of the 
| moſt ancient in the world; and he may be conſidered as 
the father of the aſtronomical learning of the Greeks, 


« His hapleſs mother, fan Coronis,” — 


The hiſtory of Coronis, which is ſo beaud fully embelliſhed 
by Pindar, ſtripp'd of its poetical dreſs, would, according to 
the explanation of the Abbe Banier, amount only to this— 
That Coronis having had a commerce with Apollo, or rather 
ſome prieſt of that god, became the mother of Æſculapius, 
and died in bringing him into the world. Such wonderful 
power has poetry to adorn the moſt ſimple tale, and make it 
the vehicle of moral truth. And it is much to be wiſhed, that 


_ thoſe who are bleſt with a genius for that divine art, would, . 


like our author, engage the imagination and palions i in the 
5 intereſts of Virtue and Religion. 
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The hiſtory of Eſculapius is well known. By his ſucceſsful 
practice of phyſic he preſerved many lives; which led the 
poets to feign, that Pluto, incenſed againſt him for depriving 
him of his uſual number of ghoſts, complained to jupiter; 

who, to gratify his brother, or rather his own reſentment 
_ againſt his i impious — to raiſe the dead, ſtruck him with | 
: . | | 


On all our race the immortal powers beſtow,” 


Pleaſure and pain, happineſs and miſery, are ſo blended 
in this world, that it has been a matter of doubt with ſome 
of the greateſt and beſt men that have ever lived, whether, 
on an impartial ſurvey of human life, the bleſſings or evils 
preponderate. Pindar ſeems to think that the evils exceed 
the bleſſings. It cannot be denied but that, both in the natural N 
and moral world, there is an abundant ſtore of evil: but it 
| ought to be acknowledged at the ſame time, that the hand 
which planted the poiſon, has provided the antidote: that 
natural evils yield to the force of 75 and moral are 
5 ſubdued by \ virtue, 


SIXTH 
PYTHIAN ODE. 


This ode is Jnſeribedt to Xenocrates of Agrigentum, 
| who gained the ne in the chariot race. 


ARGUMENT. 


The poet begins with celebrating the Temple of 
Appelle at Delphi, and the Pythian Games eſtabliſned 
in honour of the victory obtained by that god over the 
ſerpent Python. He next makes honourable mention 


= of the city Agrigentum, which gave birth to Xenocrates; 


and obſerves that the glory of his hero is fixed on ſo 
firm a baſis, and ſecured ſo effectually, that it may defy 


ſtorms and tempeſts, and is not to be deſtroyed, or even 


obſcured, but by ſome extraordinary convulſion of na- 
ture. He then recommends Thraſybulus, the ſon of 
Xenocrates, to emulate his father, and reminds him 
of the excellent advice which Chiron gave to Achilles : 1 
firſt, to pay a due regard to the duties of religion, and 8 
worſhip the gods with ſincerity and truth; and next to 
honour and reverence his father, and make a grateful . 
return for thoſe unnumbered favours which he received 
from him in his infancy, Pindar then produces Anti- 


lochus as a bright example of filial piety, who, when he : 


ſaw his father Neſtor engaged in an unequal combat 
with Memnon, boldly advanced to meet the enemy, and 


gloriouſly fell in defence of his father, This action, 
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continues the poet, has met with its due reward. Bards 
of ancient times have made it the ſubject of their poems, 
and the name of Antilochus has been honoured through 
ſucceeding ages. But without derogating from the praiſe 
of that illuſtrious youth, he obſerves that even the pre- 
ſent times can afford a bright pattern of filial piety in 
Thraſybulus, whom he likewiſe extols for his liberality, 
- prudence, love of learning, obliging manners, and 
BE To ⁶ 
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| SIXTH. ED 
PYTHIAN ODE. 


| STROPHE 1. 


7 H. EAR and attend, whilſt we our courſe purſue: HO 


: Enraptur'd through the cultivated meads, 
Where Venus, bright ey'd goddeſs, leads 


The virgin Graces; riſing to our view 


: Where ſtands the temple of the Delphic god, 


= The centre of the earth his loyd abode; 


From whence he deals his oracles around, 
And beat by roaring winds the walls reſound. 
For now we celebrate the Pythian crown, 
Xenocrates the victor? 8 glorious name, HE 


His worthy anceſtors renown'd by fame, 


And waſh'd by fertile ſtreams his native town 


Sicilian Agrigentum : noble themes 

On which a poet may employ his lays, 
= And fully gratify his love of praiſe ; 
i On which Apollo ſheds his brighteſt beams. 
1 Subjects like theſe a plenteous harveſt yield, 


g And walls impenetrably ſtrong e the field, ; 


AvTiSTroens 1. 


| Againſt the walls the tempeſts beat in vain, 


When Winter opens all his _ ſtores, 
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And from his urn impetuous pours, 

Wrathful, his dark and deſolating rain; 

When the thick clouds collect i in black array, 
Deform the ſkies and blot the face of day; 

. Or when the winds with force reſiſtleſs ſweep, 

8 Lay bare the boſom of the unfathom'd deep, 
And furious drive before them mingled clouds 
Of mud and ſand. But thou with look ſerene, ; 
0 Thraſybulus, canſt behold this ſcene 

Of dire confuſion— for no tempeſt ſhrouds 


Thy father's glory; ; but the light of F ame 
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Sheds its pure luſtre o'er thy happy race. 
| The ſongs of bards their great exploits ſhal] grace, 


Victorious i in the chariot race: k the crown 


Nenocrates, By fre, in Criſſa J rallies 1 won. 1 
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And to a diſtant age their worth 8 


STR ROPH E 3 RS 2 
That thou may f emulate thy father Q fame, 


Guide the ſwift car, and gain a deathleſs name, 


2 F requent reflect on what ſage Chiron ſaid 
5 To young Achilles underneath the ſhade 
Of Pelion's tow! ring woods ; for there 


His myſtic lore the learned Centaur taught, 


The generous glow, the virtue- breathing thought EZ 


And form d his pupil with a parent's care. 55 
3 | „ 


- Ez 


Thus ſpake the ſage: Saturnian Jove adore, | 


The firſt of gods, whoſe arm terrific forms 
The Lightning? s winged force, the Thunder s roar, 
When in his wrath he darkens Heaven with ftorms : 
: Next to the gods, let gratitude engage 

Thy four t to reverence thy father $ wat 


AvrisrxorRE II. 

; This generous virtue moſt conſpicuous ſhone 
W In brave Antilochus, ſage Neſtor s ſon; 

| That gallant youth with joy reſign'd his breath 


= To fave his father from impending death. 


When o er the field reſiſtleſs Memnon rag d, 
Who to the ſiege of Troy his warriors ws 

A ſwarthy race in Æthiopia bred : 

In ſingle fight the chief his foe engag 4, 

For one of Neſtor's ſteeds receiv'd a wound 

By Paris' dart inflicted, and the car 

3 With giddy motion trail'd along the ground, 

= When Memnon ruſhing with the ſtorm of war 
Aſſail'd the ſage; who, now by danger preſt, 
Called on his ſon to aid his fire diſtreſt. 1 


 STRopHE uw. 


Nor did he __— in vain, The pious youth 


r advanc d to meet his wan foe, ED 


5 + 3 1 

Andi in his breaſt receiv'd the fatal blow, 

. Endow'd with valour, dignity, and truth. . 
Thus by his glorious fall he ſav'd his fire 
From inſtant death, and bards of ancient days 
With unfeign' d pleaſure dwell upon his — 
And diſtant ages worth like his admire, - 


But e en our times examples can afford, 


Which with delight a poet may ors, . 
d And Thraſybulus may with juſtice claim . 7 
N For filial my his ſhare of fame. es 1. 


Aurisrgorng III. 1 = 


His unele Theron proud to emulate, 

To uſe his fortunes with a liberal wind; 

A foe to flatterers, and to merit Eind; 

F ond to aſſociate with the good and great, 
Who court the Muſes in their ſweet receſs: 
And thou, great Neptune, who firſt taught to train 
The generous ſteed obedient to the rein, 5 

; The labours of this youth thy votary bleſs ! 
Whene' er he ſpeaks, i in mute attention hung, 
His lov'd companions dwell upon his tongue; 
While from his lips, than honey far more ſweet, 


His melting words their raviſh'd ſenſes greet, | 
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NOTES 


o TEE SIXTH PYTHIAN ODE. 


c Where ſtands the wide of the Delphic god.” 5 


: Vandale, i in his famous book de Oraculis, gives us a very 


particular account of the temple of Apollo at Delphi. It 
was ſituated, according to this learned writer, in a deep 
hollow of Mount Parnaſſus, encompaſſed on every ſide by 
| rude and disjointed rocks, to ſtrike the beholder with greater 


terror. Through a chaſm in the rock on which the temple 


was built, iſſued a ſulphureous vapour which had an intoxi- 
cating quality, to the operation of which was aſcribed the 
inſpiration of the Pythoneſs. — That reverential awe which 

the contemplation of the Deity naturally inſpires, has led 
men of all countries to offer up their devotion in groves and 


mountains; where the productions of Nature, bold and 


ſublime, have a tendency to raiſe and elevate the mind, 
while the ſtill filence which reigns around, impreſſes a reli- 
gious fear. This is the reaſon that the moſt celebrated 
|  oracles in Greece were eſtabliſhed in countries mountainous, 
woody, and wild. Such as the oracles of Dodona, Tro- 


phonius, and Delphi, and this diſpoſition of mankind to trace 
the Deity in theſe gloomy ſolitudes, was a good foundation 


on which the prieſts might build that ſtructure of ſuperſtition 
which ſo ſoon corrupted the ſimplicity of the primitive and 
_ patriarchal religion, and in a courſe of time, under various 


forms, ſpread itſelf over the whole world. By the frequent 
injunctions in the ſacred writings, to cut down the groves 


and deltroy the high places, it appears, that they were con- 

| ſidered not only as the effect, but as one great cauſe of that . 
idolatrous worſhip to which the Jews were ſo much attached, 

| that the utmoſt efforts of Hezekiah and the few good kings 

who reigned 1 in Judah, could not reclaim them. 
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SEVENTH. 
PYTHIAN ODE. 


Inſeribed to Megacles the Athenian, for his aon 
obtained in the chariot race. 


ARGUMENT. 

In this ode Pindar begins with praiſing the city of 
Athens; applauds his hero for his illuſtrious deſcent, 
and touches on the victories obtained by his anceſtors 

in the heroic games of Greece. He then expreſſes the 
_ pleaſure he feels in joining the name Megacles to thoſe 
of his anceſtors ; and concludes with a fine moral re- 
flection, viz. That the utmoſt efforts of the envious _ 
and malicious cannot obſcure the luſtre of a fame raiſed 
on the baſis of Virtue, although no man is exempt from 
: the frowns of F ortune, ever fickle and inconſtant. 


SEVENTH 


5 | F leet as the wind, the honours of the day? 


SEVENTH 
PYTHIAN ODE. 


| STropnr, 


ILLvsrRIOUs Athens! whoſe aſpiring towers 
Were rais'd by Theſeus, can a nobler theme 

Engage the poet's labours, whilſt he pours 

Of ſoul-enchanting ſong the copious ſtream, | 

Than thy great ſon, whoſe chariot bore away, 

What town more prais d than Athens, and what name by 


Tranſcends Alcmzon' s, in the liſts of Fa ame, | 


From whom our chief derives his noble birth— 


A name renown'd through all the ſpacious earth. 


Aurisrrorhz. 5 


With one conſent the Grecian States record 
The praiſe of Athens, and with pleaſure tell 
How her great citizens the rites reſtord 
Of Phoebus, guardian of the Pythian vale ; ; 
| Rebuilt his temple, once conſum'd by fires, | 
And rais'd that ſtructure all the world admires 3 
Five victories obtain'd on Corinth' 8 ſtrand, 
The applauding ſongs of ſkilful bards demand; 
One in Olympia, where great Jove reſides, 
And two where fam'd Caſtalia ſweetly glides. Cs 
: 1775 Erobr. 


ts: 


Evops. 


With joy, O I my voice I raiſe, 
The worth of thy great anceſtors to praiſe, 
And in this Pythian ode, well pleas'd I join 
Their noble acts and generous deeds with thine. Sy 
Tho- Envy's ſhafts are level d at thy name, 
f Pine not; for merit, when diſplay d to view, 
The wicked with malignant hate purſue, 
But vain their efforts to obſcure a fame 
On Virtue? s baſis built—tho' all may feel 
The ſad reverſe of Fortune's giddy wheel, | 
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EIGHTH 
PYTHIAN ODE. 


: This ode is inferibed to Ariſtomenus of Ægina, who : 
obtained the wreſtler's prize. 


ARGUMENT. 
The poet opens this ode by a noble peclipification” 


: of Tranquillity, by whoſe aid cities are firſt formed, 
and afterwards rendered great and flouriſhing ; and he 
' requeſts her to accept the crown lately obtained by 
 Ariſtomenus, ſince ſhe alone can teach mankind to bear 


the extremes of fortune with equanimity. That al- 


though this goddeſs i is kind and benevolent to the gentle 
and good, yet ſhe is inexorably ſevere to the proud, the 
cruel, and the unjuſt, The truth of this obſervation i is 
exemplified in the puniſhments inflicted on the giants 
Porphyrion and Typheus, who war'd againſt the gods. 
He then proceeds to the praiſe of Ægina, the country of 


his hero; and next applauds his uncles Theognetus 


and Clytomachus: the former of which obtained the 
victory in the Olympic, the latter in the Pythian games. 


This leads the poet to obſerve that Ariſtomenus by his f 


15 late victory adds new glory to his illuſtrious family. 7 


We have next the prophecy of Amphiaraus, promiſing 


ſucceſs to the Epigoni in their war againſt Thebes, ex- 
preſſed in very animated and poetical language: but 1 
cannot ſee the connection it has with the ſubject of the 
ode. Afterwards, Pindar launches forth in the praiſe 
of the Pythian games, and Phoebus, by whom they were 
firſt inſtituted ; and, as if inſpired, ſays that the god 
foretold Ariſtomenus's ſucceſs in the Pythian field. He 
then . Ae Phoebus, as the father of 


Poetry, 


[4] 


Poetry, to give ſtrength and ſweetneſs to his verſes 1 
and above all, to animate him with a ſacred love of truth 
and virtue, while he celebrates the exploits of heroes; 
and next prays to the gods that they may continue to 
protect the fortunes of Xenarchus the father of Ariſto- 
demus; and obſerves, that although vulgar minds are 


| apt to be captivated by the glare of riches, yet they 


can confer no real dignity, unleſs conjoined with virtue: 
that our attempts to obtain wealth or power, will al- 


ways fail, unleſs we are aſſiſted by the gods, who alone 


are the arbiters of good or ill fortune. But notwith- 
ſtanding human affairs ſeem to be in a ſtate of continual 
change and fluctuation, yet Ariſtomenus hitherto has 
been an exception to this general rule, for all his enter- 
prizes have been crowned with ſucceſs. This he proves 
by enumerating the victories he has gained in the heroic | 


games in different parts of Greece. The poet, after 


obſerving that the honours acquired by the victors in 
theſe games give a more ſincere and heartfelt ſatisfaction ; 
than can poſſibly be derived from the poſſeſſion of 
wealth, ſays, that human glory is but of ſhort duration, 
and liable to be ſhaken by every adverſe ſtroke of for- 
tune; and makes ſome admirable reflections on the 
frail nature of man, which he compares to a ſhadow and 
a dream; but when enlightened by the favour of the 
gods, notwithſtanding our weakneſs and imperfection, 
our days may paſs on undiſturbed by guilt or woe; and 
concludes with imploring the guardian goddeſs of 
Egina, together with the moſt renowned heroes of that 
 ifland, acus, Peleus, Telamon, and Achilles, to ſmile 
propitious on the inhabitants, and continue to Ferre 
to them their peace and * | 1 5 
EIGHTH 


EIGHTH - 
PYTHIAN ODE. 


4H | STROPHE 1. 1 25 
5 * Goppess rever'd, of temper facet, 
8 Daughter of Juſtice, by whoſe aid, OE 
Cities are form'd, and render'd great; ; 

Thy hands ſuſtain, celeſtial maid, 

The powerful keys of peace and war, 
Oh bleſt Tranquility, accept the crown 
: E” Which Ariſtomenus hath nobly won, : 


Since thou alone canſt teach mankind to bear 


= The extremes of fortune with an equal mind, 


5 BY To all of human race benevolent and kind. 


ANTISTROPHE I. 


| Thou goddeſs, art ſevere to thoſe, _ 


Whoſe unforgiving hearts retain 

A cruel love of vengeance, who impoſe 

On their dependants inſult, woe, and pain : 

Thou fill'ſt with dread and ſhame the guilty mind, 
This uſeful truth Porphyrion did not know, 
Elſe had he never ſtrove to overthrow 
The ties which mortals and immortals "TY 

On well-earn 'd treaſures, Joy and bliſs await; 
On Rapine 8 lawleſs ſons, contempt and hate. 


Eropz 
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| The proud and infolent ſoon run their courſe, 
i O'erpower'd and vanquiſh'd by ſupe rior force. | 
Not fam'd Typheus, with his hundred head, 


In dark Cilicia's gloomy caverns bred, 


Nor he, the king of giants, could withſtand 


ot angry god's avenging hand ; 
By thunder ſtruck, 
| Typheus groans in never-ceaſing pains. 
The other felt Apollo's deathful dart, 


Pierce with a mortal wound his bleeding heart, 


beneath Sicilian plains 


Apollo, who receives with j joy 
Thy ſon Xenarchus, and the boy 
Crowns with the fam'd Parnaſſian wreath, 
| And bids the Dorian muſic breathe 
A bolder ſtrain, ſublime and ſtrong, 


To raiſe with ſwelling notes the victor's ſong. 


STR OPHE II. 


8 Is Egina's favour'd iſle, eg 
Where ſacred Juſtice is ador'd, 
And holds with ſteady hand the righteous ſword ; ; 
2 There the virgin Graces ſmile, | 
: There the heroic virtues live,- 


And in the ſons of Æacus ſurvive 


: The 
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The wrecks of Time, who boldly ſeek a name, 


Great as their father's, in the liſts of Fame. 
Nouriſh'd in thy fruitful ſoil, | 
Thuy ſons have oft the prize acquir'd, 
In ſolemn games, the fruit of generous toil ; 
Or by a patriot. ſpirit fir'd, Fir 
- Conſpicuous ſhone amidft the thickeſt bebt, 
= T he firſt i in danger, and the laſt in flight. 


AxrISTROP RHE II. 


Such virtues merit endleſs praiſe! 

Virtues admir'd by all mankind, 

The bleſt effuſions of the noble mind, 

Well worthy of my lays,” 
Would but the Muſe my breaſt inſpire, 
Tune the ſoft voice, or touch the ſounding Iyre. | 
But her commands forbid me to prolong 

With various ſubjects my digreſſive ſong. 

5 A ſubjet now before me lies, „ 
Which all my boaſted vigour claims; 
Boldly proceed, on ſoaring pinions riſe, 4 

And ling the victor in the Pythian games. . 
His worth heroic to mankind declare, | | 
And bear the tidings through the fields of air. 


Eropg 


tu! 


Eropz U. 


| The wear s crown he gains with mind clate, 
His mother's brothers proud to emulate ; 
For Theognetes in the Olympic field 
Compell'd his brave antagoniſts to yield 
The glorious prize, and Iſthmian plains beheld Mt 
All Greece by bold Clytomachus excell'd, 
In active vigour, ſtrength, and real worth, 
Nor do thy deeds belie thy noble birth, 
0 Ariſtomenus | | but rather place - 
In fairer light, the virtues of thy race. 
- Thy acts confirm the truths declar d, 
By ſage Amphiaraus, illuſtrious band., 
When he beheld the hoſtile train ſurround : 
The walls of Thebes, with ſeven proud turrets crown d, ; 3 
And ſaw the ſons of thoſe engag'd i in fight, 1 
Who fell, ſupporting Polynice's right. 
STROPHE III. 
F or now from fruitful Argos came 
The young Epigoni, who bear 
The horrors of a ſecond war, 3 io 
And nouriſh i in their breaſt Ambition“ 8 flame, | 
Thus ſpake the ſcer—6« Behold yon lifted plain, : 


66 And ſee the virtuous fathers live again 


& In 


1 3 1 


« In theſe their ſons. —By ſpirits nobly born, 5 

e The death- ſurviving wreath of Fame is worn, 
f | « Whoſe happy influence far and wide extends, 
: « And from the father to the ſon deſcends, 
16 My much- lov'd ſon Alcmzon I behold 

1 Terrific with his blazing ſhield, 

5 0 On which a dragon glares in eier gold, _ 


= Advancing o'er the embattled held 
5 3 T Before the reſt, againſt the walls he goes, 
| 60 And with undaunted ſpirit meets his foes.” 


 ANTISTROPHE III. 

* Recover'd from FER late defeat, By 
i 4 Adraſtus, glorious chief, appears, 
= « Firſt in wiſdom and in years, 
e In all the arts of war compleat, 
cc With happier omens leads his troops to fight, 
6c And ſees his vanquiſh'd foes eſcape by flight, 
„ Altho' condemn'd by Heav'n's imighty will, 


«The cruel pangs of miſery to feel. 

« His ſon expires. Of all the 8 train, 
« Deſtin'd alone to preſs the Theban plain, . 
has „His bones collected in the ſacred urn, 

6 Bedew'd with many a pious tear, 

« His lov'd relations and his parents dear gi 


« In all 1 the bitterneſs of ſorrow mourn. Ee: ; 8 
_- „ Mean. 


T « Meanwhile the troops return him loud acclaim 


_ « Fayour'd by Heay' n, and crown'd with deathleſs fame. d 


ee UL. 
Return to Argos, their dear native land, 
= Renown'd for ſpacious ſtreets, by Abas plann' . 
Thus ſpake Amphiaraus, illuſtrious ſeer, 
Whoſe words ev'n now ſound ſweetly i in my ear. 
For I rejoice the glorious crown to ſpread, 
And twine the foliage round Alemæon's head. 
And more his birth-enobling acts to raiſe | 
5 With the ſweet Muſes never-dying praiſe, 
| F or near my houſe his ancient manſion ſtood, 
; And {till a me vein as a 8 


= On which the fan directs bis . rays, 
The centre of the earth the ſacred ſeat : 
From whence the prieſts i in myſtic verſe repeat 
| Prophetic truths ; and, wonderful to tell, 


The nn e in the 3 reveal. 


< 
N 


| SrropHr Iv. 


And thou, O Phoebus, ſkill'd from far to throw 
The arrow ſpringing from the bended bow, | 
' Whoſe temple, ſeated in the Pythian vale, 


F. rom diſtant regions votaries receives, 
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And to each ſupplicant an anſwer gives; 
That thou ſhould'ſt i in the heroic games prevail, | 


0 Ariſtomenus, the god foretold, 
And fill'd thy breaſt with joy ewe before; E 
| Tho? frequent on Agina' J ſhore, 

With active ſpirit, generous, brave, and bold, 

Among the combatants thy worth was known, 
0 Contending for the victor's envy'd crown : ** 


At thoſe high feſtivals the natives pay, 


To thee, bright god, whoſe chariot ln the tay, 


AxTISTROPHE IV. 


3 With favourable ears my prayers regard, 
And look with pity on thy grateful bard ; 
Command my verſe to flow with . ſweet, 
| Bid ſacred Truth and heaven-born Juſtice ſhine, 


And love of Virtue animate each line, 


Whilſt my bold ſongs heroic acts repeat. 


Firſt Heaven's immortal powers I ſu pplicate, 
| Thy. fortunes, O Xenarchus, to protect, 
And thro' the maze of life thy ſteps direct. 
Thoſe who enjoy a rich and aMuent me - - 


Are view'd with wonder by the gazing throng, 


Who think that to ſuperior rank belong 


: Superior talents. But in Reaſon's ſcale, 


If not conjoin'd with virtue, nought avail —& 


1 52 ] 


Ero IV. 


| Such tinſel honours. Our attempts are vain, 


Unleſs the gods aſſiſt or wealth or power to gain: 


. Their hands alone direct the courſe of fate, 
To raiſe the humble from their fallen fate, 
| Or teach the proud and inſolent to feel 
The ſad reverſe of Fortune's giddy wheel. 
Thus by the guidance of the powers above, 
In quick ſucceſſion, human glories move: 
But, Ariſtomenus, the ſame ſucceſs 
- Continues ill thy brave attempts to bleſs. = 
Megara 8 city ſaw, with wond'ring eyes, 
Thy {kill ſuperior bear away the prize 
ViRorious on the plains of Marathon, | 
And in Zgina's iſle thy glory ſhone, 
When to bright Juno, empreſs of the ſkies, 


Thy anceſtors. perform'd the grateful ſacrifice, 


| STROPHE . 


Four noble . beneath thy hand 

| Fell vanquiſh'd on the Pythian ſand, 

; Unhappy fate ! With many a tear 8 
And look dejected they return, 
And oft their ſad diſaſter mourn; "Br 


No tender mother comes to cheer 


Their 


1 3 1 


Their hopes with ſmiles of heart-felt joy, 
But through the ſtreets they run, with wild affright, $5 
7 And ſhun the happy victor” 8 ſight, 
B While ſelf-tormenting thoughts their minds employ, 5 


AnTISTROPHE . 


But thoſe, che favour'd few of Heaven, 
To whom a happier lot is given, 


By whom the victor's wreath is worn, 


Beyond their hopes to honours rais d, 


By every tongue their virtues prais'd, 
And on the wings of rumour borne : 
Not wealth can give ſuch j Joys refin'd ; 
But ſoon | our glory riſes to a blaze, 
8 And ah! too ſoon the ſick'ning flame decays, 
1 Shook by Misfortune's cruel wind! 


Eropz v. 
Ah what is man! A being of a day ! q 


A ſomething 1 nothing ! vaniſhing away 


Like the thin ſhadow of a flitting dream, 
On which ſhould Jove with eye None beam 


A ſlender portion of his heavenly light, 


Soon would it glow with colours warm and bright; 
In wealth and peace our happy days would flow, 
Unhurt * guilt, and undiſturb'd by woe. 

| E 3 om > 38 
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Thou guardian goddeſs of Zgina's ile, 8 
Propitious on thy favour'd people ſmile, 
Preſerve their boaſted liberty entire; 
And oh may Heaven's immortal ſire, 
And Macus and Peleus, chiefs renown d, 
: And Telamon with warlike honours crown d, 
f And brave Achilles, aid the great deſign, 


The iuſtrious founders of 0 our hero s line. 


NINTH. 


NINTH 
PYTHIAN ODE. 


This 4. is | infcribed: to Teleſierates the Cyrenean, 7 
: who gained the victory in the chariot r race. 


ARGUMENT. | 
The poet begins this ode by celebrating his hero 
Teleſicrates for his victory in the chariot race. He 
then mentions Cyrene, his native city, which derived 
its name from the nymph Cyrene, who was beloved by 
Apollo. —Pindar, in a long and beautiful digreſſion, 
gives us her character and hiſtory interſperſed with 


many intereſting events, which are work'd up with the 
true ſpirit of poetry. At length he deſcribes the triumphal 


entrance of his hero into his native city Cyrene. He 
then digreſſes to the praiſe of Iolaus, Amphytrion, and 
Hercules; but returning once more to the ſubject of 
his ode, he extols Teleſicrates for the victories obtained 
by him in gina, Megara, Olympia, Athens, and 
even on the plains of Lybia, his paternal ſoil, The 
poet next ſpeaks of Alexidamus, one of the anceſtors of 


dis hero, whom he applauds for his ſwiftneſs in the foot 
face, by which he gained the daughter of Antæus, who 


following the example of Danaus, King of Argos, 5 

promiſed his daughter as a reward to that hero who 
excelled his rivals in ſwiftneſs; ; and with a deſcription : 
of the conteſt for the prize, in which Alexidamus was 

2 ſucceſsful, the ode concludes. 5 | 


NINTH | 
PYTHIAN ODE, 


STrOPHE 1. 


Wirn joy I ſtrike the vocal firing * 
Teleſicrates with ample ſhield, 
Illuſtrious victor in the Pythian field, 

The bard aſpires to ſing! 


Girt with their radiant zones the Graces] join, 


And raiſe thi harmonious train with voice divine, 


The happy hero's worth to celebrate 
Skilful | 15 the Equeſtrian chace, 
The pride and glory of his ancient race, - 


The virtuous ſubject of a virtuous ſtate, 


Which from the nymph Cyrene took its name, 2 


Whom, on Pelion's heights reclin” d, 
Within whoſe hollows roars the :mpriſon'd wind, 
| Apollo. ſaw, his eyes confeſs'd his flame! 
| While oer his ſhoulders fiream'd his golden hair, 
He ſeiz'd the huntreſs nymph, and bore 
The ve prize to Lybia 8 diſtant ſhore, 
Wafted in his golden car! 
Then all that fair and wide domain, 


Fertile in flocks, and rich in waving grain, 


To 


1 57 1 


T 0 her he gave, and made the realms obey 
Her voice ſupreme, and bend beneath her ſway; 
Thoſe realms with never-fading verdure crown'd, 


Along the pleaſant coaſt to Afric's utmoſt bound. 


 AvTisTRODHE . 


Venss, filver-footed dame, : 

Receiv'd the Delian gueſt, and there 8 

Lightly touch'd the heaven-wrought car, 
And fann'd the mutual flame, 

While Modeſty her bluſhing beauties ſpread, 
The virgin's friend, and crown'd the bridal bed 
With conſtant love and innocent delight. 
Exalted to a god's embrace, 

In pride of youth, with every blooming grace, 
Cyrene ſhone, all lovely to the ſight, 5 
Hypſeus' daughter, whoſe extended reign 

The Lapithæ, renown'd in arms, obey'd; : 

With power and juſtice crown'd, his ſceptr ſway d 
Theſlalia' O rich and wide domain, | 
From Ocean's ſelf the godlike hero ſprung, 
Son of Peneus, who along the vales 
Of Pindus, famous for romantic tale, 
Beheld a Naiad beautiful and young, 

Her name Creuſa, who deriv'd: her birth 
| Wuftrious, from a foodful earth, 


8 1 


| Fruit of this union, ſprung a lovely boy, 


| But her, nor female arts with W move, 


= 'No ſweet domeſtic Cares her mind. employ, 


— 5 Refreſhing nature with a ſweet repoſe, 


8] 


He fi; be lov'd, and i in proud triumph led 
The bluſhing virgin to the nuptial bed; 
| His country's hope, 5 his fond 1 joy, 


Eropk 1 


: Hypſeus +; who with a father's: love 
2 Cyrene, white arm'd virgin, bred: 


To trace acroſs the loom the various colour d thread ; 5 


| Nor feaſt, nor dance, nor ſong afford her joy; 
But with the brazen ſpear to lead the chace, 
And through the woods purſue the ſavage race; 
| This her delight! From dangers to defend 
: Her father's flocks, which now ſecurely feed, 
Or ſeek the cooling ſpring, or range the er mead 
Nor with the night did theſe her labours end; 
But when Aurora firſt ſalutes the ſky, 
And ſavage beaſts to dens and coverts fly, 


Then balmy ſleep her weary eyelids cloſe, 


But ſoon awaking with the early day, 7 
ES * he n ber Aight & to hunt the woodland | d pre. ; 


S STrorne ll. 


STROPHE U. 


. The rattling e quiver hanging by his ſide, 
1 Apollo ſaw the undaunted nymph engage. 
And meet unarm'd the tawny lion's rage: 
Amazement fill'd his breaſt, while thus he ery'd, 
6 Chiron, for arts and ſcience far renown „ 
Now leave thy ſylvan grot, 0 'ergrown with ſhade, © 
60 And gaze with wonder on this martial maid! _ 
c See how ſhe moves with what an active bound Rog 
c Springs on the foe with what intrepid mind 


f All danger ſcorns she acts no female part, 


£ No terrors move, no fears aſſault her heart, 


e For martial toils and nobleſt acts deſign'd. 


cc What chief begat this nymph of is Soon. 
„And fay what honours grac'd her mother's line? 


Arrisrnorhz u. 


: ce She ſeeks the woody valley 8 gloomy Made, 


: * Or roaming o'er the barren mountain's heights, 


Fierce to contend with ſavage beaſts delight Et 


6 Say, ſhall I ſeize by force the lovely maid, - 
c And bear her diſtant far thoſe | joys to taſte 5 5 
CL Which {till on Hymen' 8 happy rights attend! 2 | 
While ſmiles the rigid Centaur's brows unbend, 


Thus he diſclos'd his counſels wiſe and chaſte : : 7 


——— — — ———᷑ ¶ V— — 


[ 6o ] 


|  « The key of wiſdom to unlock the mind, 
s ſoft perſuaſion, Phœbus, ſtrive to move 
« The virgin's heart, and melt it into love, 15 
. Warm'd by a mutual flame, by modeſty refin'd, 
3 Theſe rites myſterious gods and men conceal, 


E And o'er their ſoft endearments throw A veil. 


Evope 1 II. 


ec With powers like thine, ſuperior to deceit, 
| 40 Say, can the feeble and unſteady light 
« By which I view the dark decrees of F ate, 
« Aid or aſſiſt thy all-pervading fight 2 
_ Why doſt thou aſk, O king, this virgin” 8 race, 
Superior to her ſex i in every grace, 
4 Since thy capacious mind can comprehend 
% All things that are, their nature, and their end 3 
« How the ſoft teeming earth, from various ſeeds | 
«6 Produces every plant and every flower, 
« And by what means her all-ſuſtaining power 
« With wholeſome nutriment. her. offspring feeds ? 
66 Thy wiſdom, too, the ſands can number o'er, | 
4 Confus'dly ſpread along the ſea-beat ſhore. 8 
„Oft has thy goodneſs to mankind reveal'd 
Ds "8 Events i in dark futurity conceal'd ; 


L « But tho? inferior, I ſhall now wow, | 
« Unblam'd by thee, the ſacred will of Fate, 


55 Thy 


S 


| STROPHE m. 


4 Thy hand the 10507 nymph mall guide 5 
66 Theſe deep. ſequeſter'd vales along. 7 
£0 She now conſents to be thy bride, 

« And loud reſounds the Hymeneal long. N 


— 23 hence o'er the level ſea convey'd 


| «To where Jove's gardens ſpread around 


I Fr ragrance divine o'er all the Lybian 5 


: | 1 There ſhalt thou make thy favourite maid. 


: « Queen of a City, ſtretching wide, 1 


5 Mo Enclos'd by fertile fields, along the mountain s fide, 


«F rom Thera circled by th' ZEgean main, 
2 yy Inhabitants ſhall come, to fee] her gentle reign. Z 
f « Lybia, now fam'd for plains of wide extent, >: 
f With; joy her pleaſures ſhall unfold, 
1 And in her palaces of gold 

cc Receive the nymph iNuftrious, bent 
6” To honour Phoebus, and to her conſigns 5 
1 A region not unfertile; ; there, with laws 
= < By Juſtice fram'd, to govern with applauſe. 
; « Bright in the helds the golden harveſt ſhines, 


5 40 The ſpreading trees delicious fruitage grace, 


: = And Proven the foreſts roam the ſavage beaſts of chace. 5 


AI- 


[62] 


| AnrTiorroPus ul. 3 


c There ſhall ſhe bear a lovely boys 
« But Hermes, fam'd for wiſdom' 8 powers, 


T Shall from her ſnatch - the ſmiling j joy, | 


« And give him to the fair-thron'd Hours. 

55 40 And fruitful Earth, on whoſe ſoft breaſt reclin d, ; 
-; 08 His infant lips ambroſial fruit ſhall taſte, | 

« And nectar drink—divine repaſt! 

To virtue form'd, his tender mind 

46 Shall burn with Glory's generous flame, 
Like Jove and Phœbus reach immortal fame. 

« For uſeful arts, which human life refine, 


: 04 His name ſhall be rever'd, and grac'd with r rites divine, 


« At firſt a fimple paſtoral life © 


« In open plains the youth ſhall lead, 


c Content to raiſe the woolly breed, 


« Far from the haunts of civil life, 


L « Or through the woods the ſavage beaſts purſue, 
M6 And from afar the hunter's joy proclaim „ 


cc And vim the world ſhall Ariſteus name,” N 


Thus Chiron ſpake, diſcloſing to his view 


Future events, and urg'd the will of F: ate, | 


—} The happy nuptial | rites to celebrate. = 


EropE 


$7 py 


; [ 6; = 55 2585 


8 III. 


1 By eaſy means the powers above 

: 5 heir various purpoſes fulfil, 

18 More ſwift than light, or thought, they move, 
And in a moment execute their will. 

That day which Chiron ſpoke, great Phœbus bore 5 
The trembling fair to Lybia's "diſtant ſnore. 
On golden beds the bride and bridegroom prove 


ST The; joys unmix'd, which flow from virtuous love, 


8 And govern'd all that far and wide domain, 
Where proud Cyrene” 8 turrets riſe, 

Fam'd for the olive wreath, the victor's prize, 
Which now obtain'd on fam'd Caſtalia's plain 
By Caneade's moſt illuſtrious ſon. 
3 Cyrene glories i in his high renown, | 
þ And iſſuing from her gates with ſongs of 255 
: Her daughters, fam'd for beauty's powerful vine, 
Receive the victor youth, and round his head 
'The Denia u laurels their dark ye _ 


STROPHE Iv. 


1 Heroic virtue to a bard affords. 

4 A copious ſubject for a length of words; 8 
b i But ſober wiſdom always loves to hear | 
x ; Expreſſions full, but yet conciſe and clear; oy 
'E Beſides, 


In every game they bore the prize away. 


04] 


L Beſides, the fue choice of time and place, 


To all our actions gives a decent grace. : 


This knew the fam'd Ioläus, when he pray'd 


I To Jove, to give him back his youthful might, 


For one ſhort day, and nerve his arm for fight. 


This gift obtain'd, by juſt reſentment ſway'd, 


| His ſword the blood of fierce Euryſtheus ſhed, 
And ſever'd from the trunk the tyrant's head; ' 
Then in the arms of Death he ſought repoſe. 
: To him ſepulchral rites the Thebans paid, 
Beneath his native earth his body laid, 
Near to the place where cypreſs ſhades incloſe . 
| Amphytrion's monument, of race divine, 
D Skill'd to direct the chariot's rapid force, 
And whirl victorious o er the duſty courſe 
The mighty founder of that hero's line. 
A gueſt at Thebes his glittering chariot drove, | 
Through ſtreets by frequent tread of horſes worn. 
The warlike race from Cadmus dragon borne, 5 


5 To greet the godlike chief around him move. 


Axrisrxorh IV. 


, To bim and Jove, two ſons Alemena bore, 
; Renown'd for active ſtrength, for virtue more ; 


| Superior to their foes in every fray; 


BY 
f But who ſo weak and mute, as not to raife | 
His voice, to celebrate Alcides praiſe. 


Who knows not Theban Dirce' s ſacred ſtream, 9 25 


On whoſe green banks the infant brothers 5 'd, 


2 And joy'd to ſport beneath the pleaſant hade? 

; And who delights not in the glorious theme | 25 
: | F or me, the poet 8 rapturous powers I feel, 
And ſtrike with bolder hand the ſounding tell, 

f Illuftrious chiefs like theſe to celebrate, 5 

By courage warm'd, by liberal arts refin'd, 


Who glorious fought, protectors of mankind, Wn 
In all their acts benevolent and great. 


: | But now the light of gratitude inſpires 
My glowing breaſt, to raiſe thy happy name, 
7 Teleficrates, in the liſts of Fame; 
: . The Muſe ſhall now impart her ſacred fires, 
For him who once on fam'd Ægina's ſhore, 
F Thrice i in Megara gain'd the glorious prize, 
5 * Where on the hill the groves of Niſus riſe, 
5 And to his native land the plating tidings bore. 


Kin Iv. | 
c Dy acts like theſe he rais'd his country 8 fame, 
. Shunning ſoft eaſe and indolent delight; 1 
Ut Cyrene's citizens with loud acclaim 

#1 | Extol their happy hero 8 matchleſs might; f . 
1 8 Both 


t 66 1 


Both friends and foes in plaudits is - 
Regardful of the words divine 5 
Which Nereus ſpake—Be firſt to praiſe wy foe, 
If from a virtuous ſource his actions flow. 
And thee, Cyrenean youth, have I beheld. 
| Succeſsful bear away, with Joyful” eyes, 1 
The Panathean victor's prize, 8 

The envy of the crowded field, 

While the fair-hair'd virgins move, 3 

3 With looks of tenderneſs and love, 

And every ſoft emotion of the breaſt 


Their eyes with modeſt eloquence expreſt ; 


STROPHE V. 


On ene s duſty plain, 5 
| And along the winding ſhores | 
Where heav'n built Athens lifts her towers, 
In Lybia too thy native reign, 
Ott has the victor's garland ſpread 
Its. verdant foliage round thy head. 
The love of ſacred ſong my breaſt inſpires, 


The glories of thy anceſtors to raiſe : "mo 
A theme like this the poet s ſkill requires, 


"To dignify Heroic worth bed praiſe, 


| Each nymph would wiſh thy nuptial bed to crown, 
: Each mother j Joy to mu thee as a ſon, 
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[691 


To o gain the high reward, a royal bride 


Brave Alexidamus all toil defied : 
Antæus' daughter was the glorious prize, 
Who with his ſceptre rul'd the Lybian land, 


| * here high in air Iraſa s turrets riſe, 

Unnumber'd chiefs, to gain the virgin's s band, 
= F rom neighbouring and from diftant regions came, +8 
 Inflam'd by Beauty's charms, and noble thirſt of fame, | 


| AnTISTROPHE V. 


| The princess in the bloom of youth, 
While glide the golden-winged hours, 


Each lover wilh'd to crop the flowers y 


Of vernal Innocence and Truth, 
The father bent to bleſs his daughter's arms, 


- With a brave hero, worthy of her charms. 


Hearing that Danaus of illuſtrious fame, 


Conſign'd to chiefs of high renown 
His virgin daughters, ere the flame 


Of the bright ſun with noon- day ſplendour ſhone. | 
To thoſe brave youths who prov ed their ſtren gth and force, 
i And beat their rivals in the duſty courſe, 


That King his daughters gave. With loud applauſe 


$ Each chief the terms receiv'd, and eager flew 
To reach the goal, in Beauty' s glorious cauſe, : 
While Honour, Love, and Wealth appear din view. 


F 2 N Thus 


* 68 * 
| Thus Jid this fac with deſery'd ſucceſs 
: Reward the 9 and his s daughters bleſs, 


Erobs v. 


By this example taught, Antæus firove 
To give to merit Beauty's powerful charms, 
And bleſs his daughter with a hero s love: 
Richly array'd, amid the dire alarms : 
Of chiefs contending, to the goal he bound 
The trembling virgin, and to all around | 
Thus loud declar'd, * Behold with wond'ring eyes Be 
: « Illuſtrious youths, the victor 8 glorious prize 125 
3 Let him alone my daughter's love demand 
« Who firſt can reach her !”—Swifter than wind 
| Flew Alexidamus, and left behind 
lis lagging rivals, ſeizing by the hand 
The royal virgin, to the nuptial bed Py 
With happieſt omens, in proud triumph led. Wo 
Through Afric's paſtur'd plains with flow'ret's crown'd, 
Applauding crowds the happy pair ſurround, 
To them the glorious envied crown they bear, 
Accuſtom'd long the victor's wreath to wear. 


TENTH 


8 1 3 . me wo * 


TENTH 8 
PYTHIAN ODE. 


This ode is inſcribed. to . the Theflalian, 


who na the Ly in the Foot * 


ARGUMENT. 


The poet, en a tht: encomium « on whe city of 


Lacedæmon and the kingdom of Theſſaly, proceeds to 
the praiſe of his hero, whom he extols for his victory, 
and makes a general obſervation on the pleaſure which 


all men feel when tkey find their ſchemes crowned with 


| ſucceſs; ; and at the ſame time remarks. that we cannot 
expect a happy iſſue in any of our endeavours after glory, 


unleſs we firſt ſecure the favour of the gods by acts of 


piety—a virtue for which his hero was celebrated. He 
then enumerates the victories obtained by his father in 
the Olympic and Pythian games ; congratulates him 
on his good fortune in living to ſee a ſon who is heir to 
his virtues ; and obſerves that thoſe perſons reach the 


higheſt point of human felicity, who are bleſt with good 


children, ſome degree of fame, and a competent ſhare 


of wealth: that to attempt any thing beyond this, is 


no leſs wild and romantic, than to ſearch for the coun- 
try of the Hyperboreans. This leads to a digreſſion, 


in which we are told that Perſeus, by the aid of Minerva, 


was ſo fortunate as to arrive in that country, of which 
the poet gives a moſt beautiful deſcription, and enlarges 


F * much : 
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[70] 


much on the innocence and happineſs of the natives. 


He likewiſe touches on the victory obtained by Perſeus 
over Meduſa. 1 hen, returning to the ſubject of his 
de, he expreſſes his wiſh that he may one day ſee his 5 
hero Hippocleas crowned at the Olympic games; and 


after expreſſing the pleaſure he takes in praiſing great 


and virtuous actions, concludes with remarking, that, 
as the purity of gold is tried by the touchſtone, ſo 
Virtue acquires vigour and ſtrength by engaging in 
frequent conflicts, and that a ſtate muſt be proſperous 
and happy, when it is governed by men who are poſ- 
1. of thoſe: 0e nen en * now cele- | 


TENTH 


TENTH 
PYTHIAN ODE. 


 STRoPHE i 


On happy . ! far renown'd, 
And thou delightful Theſſaly ! 

Fam'd for thy glorious progeny, 

Thy hills with flocks, thy vales with harveſts crown'd ; 

Both nations govern'd by a godlike race, | 
Which from great Hercules their lineage trace. 

5 Why ſwells my verſe theſe bleſſed realms to praiſe ? I 
8 Behold the Pythian fields excite, 
And Pelinneum's ſons invite 
i The Muſe, her tuneful voice to raiſe, | 
| To celebrate thy glorious name 
0 Hyppocleas ! and to pour along 
= The full harmonious tide of ſacred ſong, 
0 And give to ' virtuous: acts a alen fame, : 


| AnTiSTROPHE 5 


The hw of glory fir'd his manly breaſt * 
Where the Amphictyon ſages meet, . 
Within Parnaſſus cool retreat, 

While et a youth, His virtue ſtood confeſt ; 


F. 
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21] 
When vi dor i in n the courſe, with plaudits TY 
| His name reſounded through the lining croud.. 
How ſweet, 0 Phcebus, to the human mind, 
To ſee ſucceſs our favourite ſchemes attend, 


And Fortune guide them to a happy end! 


2 A bliſs beyond the reach of frail a 5%. 
| Vnleſs the gods affift our warm defires! 


This Hippocleas knew, and ſtrove | 155 


By acts of piety to gain their love, 
5 And to his father's fame mae 1 


oven 12 


- Who twice the fam'd Olympic crown, 
Clad in bright arms, with {kill ſuperior won. 
And where, beneath Parnaſſus height, e 
With verdure crown'd, the ample fields extend, 
The victor's joyful ſhouts his ſteps attend, 


As round the goal he wings his pd Babe. 


= On this illuſtrious fire and ſon 
May Fortune ſtill propitious ſmile, Ws 
' Preſerve from Envy's s blaſt their fair renown, | 8 
The genuine fruit of virtuous toil, 
With ample wealth their ftores increaſe, 
And bid mon flouriſh long i in honourable peace ! 1 


Sxrkorhr 


199) 


| STROPHE 11. 


TP 155 who the victor" s wreath have worn, 
Receive from Greece abundant praiſe, 
To gild with pure delight their future days! A 
And Oh may Fortune never turn 
With hand averſe, her giddy wheel, 


N But Jove preſerve them from impending il — 


HFappy that man, who in the field of Fame, 

4 : Beyond his peers, diſplays ſuperior might, 
Succeſsful i in the race, or victor | in the fight! [ | 
= Such glorious deeds will ever claim 

14 ” The applauſes of the wiſe and good; 

| From age to age, by envy unſubdued, 


= On ſtrength and valour theſe rewards await, 5 


When Virtue . his acts, and ftam ops them truly great. 5 


| ANTISTROPHE I. 


But happieſt be. who ſees a ſon 

: In the fair paths of Virtue tread, _ 

, Beholds the Pythian wreath adorn his head, 

And univerſal praiſe his labours crown! 

Since none of mortal race can hope to riſe 

High as the brazen concave of the ſkies, 

Thoſe to whom children, wealth, and fame are giv n, 

Tube 8 pitch of human bliſs attain— 7h 
Far- 


[74] 


1 Farther” we cannot go. We ſtrive i in vain 
\ To paſs the bounds to man aſſign'd by Heav' n; 
qt : Like thoſe, who truſting to a faithlefs „ 
[ 8 = Through roaring ſeas, and o'er the unmeaſur d deep, 5 
\ Seek for the happy Hyperborean coaſt, 8 
1 £ In fruitleſs — of mil ambition loſt. 
4 * Eropr u. F 
| Guided | by Minerva 8 power, | 8 
4 To thoſe fair realms acriv'd in happy . 
b The godlike Perſeus, and beheld the feaſt ; 
\ 3 Whole hecatombs of victims Hain, 
4 1 grateful offering at Apollo' s fane; 32 
1 The hero join'd the nng, a much delighted gut. 
Apollo too rejoic'd to ſee 
Wich ſacred fites his altars le! ? 
 Approv'd their genuine piety 
By undiſſembled marks of praiſe 3 
Beheld the limbs, yet recent from the wound, 
Ol victims ſlain, lie quivering on the ground. 
STROPHE 1. 
Nor did the W Muſe 
To this bleſt race her happy aid pofule, 
B ut choral. virgins mov'd along, 
With laurel crown'd their waving hair, 
| 357% egg Raiſing 


ts] 
| Raiſing with voices net the ſacred ſong, 
! Þ Or touching with their fingers fair, | 
; = he Iyre's ſublimer chords, to ſuit 1 
1 he ſhriller muſic of the Dorian gute. Th 
g In feaſts and ſongs thus paſs the hours away, 
| No feeble age reminds them of decay, : 


Exempt from toil, from penury, and pain, 


And dire diſeaſe, and Horror's gloomy train ; . 
# Secure from proud Ambition's baneful breath, : 
$ From War, and all the | miniſters of Death. 5 


 AxTISTROPHE III. 5 | 


To ats of i innocence and virtue bred, 188 
£ Avenging Nemeſis they never dread ! 
Breathing heroic ardour, hither came 
The ſon of Danae, by Minerva's hand 
Conducted to the heights of Fame. 
She made him join the generous band, 
Inſpir'd his ſoul with matchleſs might, 
To meet the Gorgon race in fight, 
And ſlay Meduſa then the monſter's bead, 
With wreaths of curling ſnakes oerſpread, 
LF ix'd on his ſhield, ſuppreſs'd the power of breath, 
And ftruck his daring foes with ſudden death: 
Like marble ſtatues the ſpectators ſtood, 
Whilſt a cold horror check d the vital flood. 
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176 


| Eros m. 


Wond'rous the tale! F but who can doubt the will 
And power of Heaven, its purpoſe to fulfil ? 
But now, my Muſe, thy wand'ring thought reſtrain, 
From the wide ocean turn thy bark away, 
And fix thy anchor in ſome friendly bay, 
Safe from the hidden rocks, and dangers of the main. : 
E As roves the induſtrious bee from flower to flower, 
1 ſuck the fragrance of the vernal dews, 
| From various ſubjects to collect a ſtore 
Of wiſdom, guided by the Heav 'n-taught Muſe ; 3 
Thus the enraptur'd poet pours along, 
2 Theongh Learning O ous held, his animated bons . 


STropns IV. 


1 fondly hope one day to hear, 
| Peneus verdant banks along, 
Sweetly ſound the harmonic. ſong! 
And Cranon's citizens declare 

How glorious far beyond his peers, | 

Shone Hippocleas, by the victor $ crown 
Diſtinguiſh'd in his early years; ; 

A bright example of renown | ! 

While youths and virgins join their praiſe, 
And loud their tuneful voices raiſe, NY 
| For 


„ 
For Envy's cares are Jull'd to reſt, 


When love of virtue fires the breaſt. | 


Aurierkorur IV. 
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Thoſe who by fora defires are ein away, 
With unremitted induſtry purſue | 

The favourite object ſtill in view, ; 

F: Nor ſee the events which mark a future dud ; 
£ Thus by the hoſpitable Thorax fir'd, 

Proud to obey my friend's command, 

I mount the chariot, by the Muſe inſpir d, 
And guide the courſers with adventurous hand! ! 
Happy to give the wreath divine, 3 

Of virtuous praiſe, to thoſe who mine 
Firſt i in valour and renown, | : 

Whole head the Pythian laurels crown. 


Ero Iv. 


As gold which can the Lyllan tone 1 
Is by the ſkilful artiſt held moſt pure; 3 
So Virtue by its frequent conflicts gains 


Vigour and ſtrength, and Friendſhip' s holy light, 
Which in thy breaſt, O Thorax, ſhines ſo bright, 


From 8285 experience it's true worth attains. 
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P ny 1 brothers to defitve my praiſe, 


Framers of wiſe and equal laws! 


Theſſalia s ſons their voices raiſe, 
To give to merit juſt applauſe ! | 

Proſperity and vigour mark a ſtate, = 
When men like theſe command, with ſpirits truly great, 


ELFE. 


_ ELEVENTH 
PYTHIAN ODE. 


Inſcribed to Thea the Theban, for his ne- 
: 9 in the Foot ns 


AR G U M E N NT. 
The poet opens this ode with an addreſs to Semele, 5 


5 Leucothea, and Alcmena, whom he ſupplicates to join 


with him in returning thanks to Themis and Apollo 
for the victory obtained by Thraſydæus in the Pythian 
games. He then digreſſes to the hiſtory of Pylades and 
Oreſtes, relates the cruel murder of Agamemnon by his 
wife Clytemneſtra, and expreſſes a juſt deteſtation of 


that moſt horrid action; he likewiſe mentions the won- 


derful means by which Oreſtes was preſerved from the 
deſigns of Ægiſthus againſt his life, and how, when he 
grew to man's eſtate he flew that adulterer, and his no 
leſs wicked mother Clytemneſtra. Having finiſhed this 
© hiſtory, he apologizes for his digreſſive ſtyle of writing, 
and, returning to his ſubject, extols Thraſydzus and 
his father, for their victories obtained in the Olympic 
and Pythian games. He then obſerves, ſpeaking in his 
| own perſon, that if the gods would grant him every 


. thing he could wiſh for, it would be confined to the 
three articles of Competence, Content, and Health; 
* bleſlings which he conceives to be more permanent and 


true, than thoſe which are ſo eagerly purſued by the vain 
and ambitious. He next enlarges on moderation and 
other private virtues, for which his heroes were renowned; 
and concludes with remarking, that Iphiclide, Caſtor, 5 
and Pollux are indebted for a large portion of their fame 
to thoſe amiable qualities, which engaged the love, as 
their great exploits gained them the admiration, of 
mankind, : . 


ELE- 


- 


Srnvenn I. 5 
| Davenrzrs of Cadmus |! [ Reade, now rais on 


To Heaven 8 eternal courts, with ſtars emblaz d; 


"Arid thou Leucothea, goddeſs of the main, 
| Companion of the Nereids' virgin train; 2 5 
Now come, and j Join the illuſtrious dame who bore 
The great Alcides, fam'd from ſhore to o ſhore, 
: With Melia ſiſter to Iſmenus flood ; 
2 Now ſcek the temple wond'rous to "TY 
- W here ſtands the tripod form'd of ſolid 8 25 
The Theban's peſos to the * god. 98 


Axrisrrorng * 


= | Iſmenius call'd, and from whoſe hallow'd ſhade 


5 Celeſtial truths to mortals are convey 'd; 


Nymphs from Harmonia ſprung, now join the train 5 
Olf heroines natives of the Theban plain, 
Attend the call The goddeſs ſelf i invites, 
To celebrate this night the ſacred rites 
Of ancient Themis, and the Delphic ſeat ; 3 
5 For from that central ſpot the god reveals 
His awful truths, and dark events ee li, 


Then raiſe the org, with voices 00; yet ſweet. 
Fropr 


Eros FO 


9 T 1 ſhall your 1 names with praiſe be crown'd | 
| In Thebes, which ſeven proud gates ſurround ; 
Z F. or Thraſydeus 1 in the Pythian game 


7 Succeſsful emulates his father 8 name, oh 


Who twice the glorious prize obtain'd 
. In thoſe rich fields where Pylades once reign'd, : 
| Renown'd for valour, conſtancy, and truth, 


. The friend of brave Ones, 20000 youth! 


| STROPHE I. 


l Whom by Arſinoe' s tender care Hs 


5 Far from his murderous mother's vengeful ire, 
When by her hand expir'd his godlike ſire; 
: What time Caſſandra, Priameian maid, 
Within her breaſt receiv'd the fatal ſteel, 
And near her lord Atrides fell! 8 
With him ſhe ſought the drear abode 


5 Where Acheron tumultuous rolls his flood. 


ANTISTROPHE II. 


| 0 cruel mother, and deteſted wite | 
Was it revenge for Iphigenia' 8 . 
Who in her country's cauſe reſign'd her breath, 
Impell'd thy ſoul to ſeek thy huſband's life ? 3 
RL 5 1 
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: Or was it not the dire adult” rous bed, 
: And guilty pleaſures, mix'd with dread, 
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Cut off by treacherous 888 in glory' 8 Neige. 


With dien the propheteſs Caſſandra bled 1 
For then was ſunk the Trojan ſtate; | 
£ When, to revenge Atrides injur'd. bed 


With fire and ſword conſum d fair Ilion's towers, 
: And ſpread deſtruction o'er the waſted land. 
Oreſtes, then a child, convey'd 


Was bred beneath the pleaſant ſhade 


[%] 


That could to ſuch a deed thy eme breaſt inflame ? | 


Erobr U. 


Now every tongue relates the horrid tale, 
For Envy s ſhafts will ſtill the great aſſail. 
5 The poor, in calm repoſe may paſs their days, ; 
: Nor fee] th' extremes of cenſure or of praiſe. Ee 
Not ſo Atrides | who from ten years toils, 7 
- Returning loaded with triumphant ſpoils, 
Within his palace walls unhappy died, 


| STROPHE III. 


And raviſh'd Helen, Greece elate, 


Aſſembling all her martial powers, 


To aged Strophius, by his foſtering hand 


(61. 


Of high Parnaſſus ; ;. now to man 5 eſtate a 
Arriv d, the youth his mother flew, N e 
5 And gave to fierce Egiſthus, vengeance due, 15 


For his adulterous deeds, and a mem: hate, : 


 AnTisTROPHE II. 


But i in digreire ſtrain I widely ſtray 

Far from the glorious ſubject of my long, 
Through unfrequented paths 1 take my way, 

By ſome new object borne along! ! 

2 Driv'n by every riſing gale 3 

9 Thus o'er the ſwelling ſurges ſail 

5 Ships, their oars and pilots loſt. 

Y But come, 0 Muſe! thy art divine: 5 

5 Muſt guide me from the dangerous coaſt, 

1 And bid j in poliſh'd numbers ſhine 

: The honours of his race and name, 

: Whoſe generous temper will reward our pains 'Y 
: Then raiſe the voice and ſwell the raptur'd trains, 


To fill the records of immortal fame. 12 


Frosr Il 5 

5 Say, mall I celebrate the fire or fon, 

| Since both in Pythian helds the prize of glory won ? 

| Since both for virtuous acts renown'd, 

| Are with the victor 8 verdant chaplets crown'd ? 

8 2 5 - Olympia. 


be 84 1 


Olympia witneſs'd to their generous deeds, | 


When o'er the plain they drove their fiery 285 
High riſing in their cars, and bore away 
: The enried honours of chat — 8 


Sraorur IV. 


8 Now naked on i'the Pythian plain 
- Deſcending, ſee them lead the rapid race, E 
| And by their winged ſpeed the rival youths diſgrace, : 
| Could I the wiſhes of my ſoul attain, Sn 
Firſt would [ pray, not for immoderate wealth, 
But decent competence, content, and health : 
"Theſe bleſſings far more permanent and true 
: Than thoſe the ambitious eagerly purſue, | 
Survive the pride of wealth, the pomp of power, 
The toils of ſtate, the ſplendour of an hour. 


Aurisrnorn Iv. 

For private virtues now demand my as. 

= Unenvied virtues 1-—Thoſe who reach th aſcent 5 
Of F ame, by noble actions, and content 

| With temperate honours, calmly ſpend their _ 
In happy i innocence, avoid the hate 


| Of men who perſecute the good and great. 


1 85 When 0 er them Death his ſable mantle throws 


With brighter: luſtre every virtue e glows, 8 
They 


1 55 1 
| They t to hats ſons a 8884 example leave, 8 
* The greateſt bleffing which the gods © can give. 


3 Erobr IV. 
15 such, Iphiclides, was thy happy fate, 


Whoſe virtues poets love to celebrate. _ 

| Such, Caſtor, was the glorious name you won, 
: And ſuch, O Pollux, thy deſery'd renown. 

ö Sons of the gods! with wond'rous powers endued, 
| Great without pride, and without weakneſs good * 
; Whoſe ſtars alternate ſet, alternate riſe, 

| And add new glory to the ſpangled ſkies. 
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TWELFTH. 
PYTHIAN, ODE. 


| This ade is inferthg to Midas of Agrigentum, who 


= gained the prize of muſic nd his e Kill on n the 


Fee. 


Anu, * 


Pindar, im the greater part of his odes Slg his 
heroes for their ſtrength, courage, and magnificence, 


becauſe all theſe qualifications were neceſſary to enable 
the candidates to excel either in the horſe, or the chariot 
race; and by thoſe who aſpired to the honours acquired 


by the victory in the foot race, the combat of the 


ceſtus, or in wreſtling, The two former qualifications, 
viz. ftrength and courage, ought to be poſſeſſed in a very 
minen 3 | n Hoe 1 encomiums DE ſo 


and Ss, pl 85 value he . on W 


blood and a long train of anceſtors; not to mention, 
that on many occaſions he ſeems to pay a greater 
reſpect to wealth, and large poſſeſſions, than perhaps a 


rigid philoſophy might approve. But we ought to 
conſider that the candidates in theſe games, particularly 


| thoſe who contended in the chariot and the horſe race, D 
were ſubject to great expences, ſuch as a moderate for- | 
tune could not eaſily bear, The poſſeſſion of conſi- 
derable wealth was therefore an indiſpenſible qualifica- 
tion in every man who wiſhed to appear with ſuitable 
_ dignity and ſplendour in this ſchool of glory, and con- 
ſequently a proper ſubject for the poet's praiſe, But in 


the 


hs = 


ß % oe ß ̃—Q ĩͤ 8 3 
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the dat . Pindar celebrates Midas for excelling 


in an art, which though pleaſing and ornamental, re- 
quires no extraordinary exertions either of body or mind. 
He therefore does not enlarge on his uſual topics, the 
illuſtrious anceſtry and heroic exploits of his hero; 
but begins with an addreſs to the-city of Agrigentum, 
- which gave birth to Midas, and next proceeds to the 
hiſtory of the invention of the flute by Minerva. For 
according to the beautiful fiction of the Greeks, the 
mournful hiſſing of Meduſa's ſerpents firſt inſpired : 
Minerva with the deſign of forming an inſtrument whoſe 
ſound, in its original ſtate, ſhould ſomewhat reſemble 
g the hiſſing of the ſerpent, at the ſame time that it might 
be rendered by art and ſkill capable of producing the 


moſt delicate and harmonious notes. The poet in this 


hiſtory does not fail to celebrate Perſeus, by whoſe 


valour Meduſa was ſlain; and concludes this ode by 
ſome general reflections on the ſhortneſs of human hap- 


pineſs, and the inconſtancy of Fortune. 


TWELFTH | 


TWELFTH 
PYTHIAN ODE. 


 Sraoens 3 


- On ſplendour-loving city ! 1 far the beſt, 
: By mortal man's frail race poſſeſt, 

= Delightful Agrigentum ! Seat divine 
| Of Pluto's bride, illuſtrious Proſerpine ! 
| Whoſe buildings riſing on a mountain's height, 
Strike with ſurpriſe the pleas'd ſpectator 8 light; 

Beneath, a river with its fertile waves, 2 
The cattle- feeding meadows, laves. 

O Queen propitious, on thy votary ſmile, 

Let gods and men conſent to hear my prayer, 
With joy accept the verdant crown I bear, 
The juſt reward of Midas generous toll, 
Contending glorious 1 in the Pythian feld; | 
To him the prize his Grecian rivals yield, 

Superior in the art which Pallas taught, 
Tho? hiſfing ſerpents firſt inſpir'd the thought, 


| Whoſe imitated ſounds harmonious float 


mM the ſhrill "On and flute' 5 foft-breathing note, 


 AnTISTROPHE I. 


For ; from the Gorgon' 8 heads with frpents crown 45 


A Id a fad and DONS found, 


Mourn- 


1 89 1 


- Mourning their lter fam'd Meduſa, lain 
By valiant Perſeus on the Lybian plain. 
Thus fell the third of that deteſted race; 
But een in death the horrors of her face 


Deſtruction brought on Seriphia 8 town, 


| - And all th' amaz'd ſpectators turn'd to ſtone. 


I By this great act the illuſtrious chief ſubdued 
The Phorcian virgins, and the royal feaſts 
Oft polydectes, and the hapleſs gueſts 

In dire contention's wrath and blood imbru'd.. 
| Revenging on the king” 8 devoted head bo 

: The inſults offer'd to his mother's bed, 

| Bearing the Gorgon on his dreadful ſhield, 
He rang's. victorious o'er de martial bela, E 


STROPHE II. 


7 T he ſon of Dande, whom the power 
Of Jove deſcending in a ſhower of gold, 
Compreſs'd within the brazen tower, 

As tales of ancient bards unfold. 

Her favour'd hero s arms Minerva crown d 85 


In all his labours; then with wond'rous art, 


I From the two Gorgon ſiſters mournful ſound 


She bade the inſtructed reeds melodious notes impart. 
From ſtrains expreflive of diſtreſs and woe, 


| The goddeſs taught the flute s ſoft ſounds to flow, 5 
| | And 


And from the many-headed ſerpents nam'd, 


Its various powers of harmony proclaim'd, 
Which breathing loud the fainting ſpirits warms, 


7 And hres the heroic ſoul to love of arms. 


AurisraorRzE II. 


Compors of ſpeaking braſs and tender reeds, 
e The ſweet companion of the tuneful ſong, 
5 When the perplexing | dance the virgin leads, 
Cephiſus verdant meads along, 
Its winding banks with reeds abundant crown'd, I 
Where high Orchomenos ſuperior ſtands, 
Seat of the heaven-born Graces, far renown d, 
And all the adjacent ſoil commands. 
Mid toils and dangers, we alone can gain 
= A tranſient bliſs, a fhort relief from pain: 
For 1 veering Fortune rules with giddy ſway, 
| Exalts to humble, gives to take away, 
Yet dares not touch the victor's verdant crown, x 
Or blaſt, E Midas, * deſery'd renown. 


NOTES 


o THE TWELFTH PYTHIAN ODE. 


. « Mouraing her ſiſter fam'd Meduſa kan. 15 


Both ancient and modern bord are very 10855 vided 


: 0 in opinion on the ſubject of theſe Gorgons, who were ſubdued 
by Perſeus: Diodorus Siculus ſuppoſes them to be female 


warriors who inhabited Lybia near the lake Tritonis: Pau- 


29 


5 ſanias i in his account does not differ much from Diodorus, but 


| zs very laviſh in his praiſe of Meduſa's beauty, with which Per- 


ſeus was ſo ſtruck, that he cut off her head, and carried it with 


| him into Greece; and from this fame of her beauty pro- 


bably originated the fable of her turning men into ſtone: 
Ovid ſays that Minerva, incenſed againſt her for profaning 
her temple, char ged her hair into ſerpents, and ſhe is gene- 
rally repreſented on medals and gems with a moſt beautiful 


8 5 | face, with ſerpents on her head inſtead of hair. The ſteed 


| Pegaſus which ſprung from Meduſa's blood, is ſuppoſed by 
|  Banier to be a ſwift-ſailing ſhip, which Perſeus found in a 
port in her dominions, and of which he made uſe after he 


had ſlain that Princeſs. The monſters and ſerpents derived | 


from the ſame blood ſhew us, in a dark and myſterious 


: manner, that our hero, who was one of the firſt that made 
| a voyage to Africa, found that country incredibly fruitful 


in venomous animals of an uncommon ſize and aſtoniſhing 


| Hierceneſs ; and as the Spaniards in ſpeaking of the noxious 


climate of Porto- bello, obſerve that in the rainy ſeaſon every 


drop of rain engenders a toad; thus, by a ſimilar mode of 


expreſſion, it * be ſaid that every 1 of blood _ | 
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SECOND 
NEMEAN ODE. 


This ade 5 is inſeribes to Timodemus of - Athens, who : 


gained the victory i in the Pancratian Exerciſe, 


ARGUMENT. 


Pindar i in this ls exhorts his hero Timodemus from 


| this firſt victory which he has gained in the Nemean 
games, to emulate the glory of his anceſtors who had | 
_ diſtinguiſhed themſelves in the Iſthmian games, and 
ſays that the Pythian fields will likewiſe afford him a 
noble theatre, on which he may diſplay his ſtrength and 
{kill : he then pays ſome compliments to the Acharnian 
tribe, to which his family belonged ; and concludes 
with reciting the victories gained by his anceſtors in 
: the Iſthmian and Nemean ames. 


SECOND 


SECOND . 
NEMEAN ODE. 


Decave I. 


. As thoſe who imitate the firatns divine, 
Which flow'd from ancient Homer's tongue, 
To raiſe the bold and rapture-breathing line, 
With Jove, the firſt of gods, begin the ſong! . 
| Thus Timodenus on the Nemean plains | 2 
Begins his race of glory, and the crown 
Which his victorious brows inveſts, remains 
A trophy of his well-deſery'd renown, 
In much-fam'd Nemea's conſecrated grove, 


Where 0 ſupreme the majeſty of Jove. | 


| Decapz II. 


Him it vows with ardour to purſue | 
The virtuous paths his anceſtors once trod, 

: T heir generous acts of glory to renew, 
Rever'd at Athens like a guardian god. 
By their example taught, in Iſthmian fields 
Amid the boldeſt combatants engage, 
To pluck the faireſt lower which virtue yields | 
8 To deck the poet's and hiſtorian' s page, 
And Pythia too, her ample fields diſplays, 
To crown the victor with immortal praiſe, 


 Decave 


Drcapy III. 


Fix ix on thy great progenitors thine eye, 
0 gallant youth, as in his bright career 
Orion wheels oblique along the ſky, 

And to the Pleiades directs his Rar, -- 

The Salaminian iſle impreſs'd the ſeeds | 

Of virtue in thy breaſt ; ; an iſle renown . 

| For valiant ſons ; and Ajax' glorious. deeds 

- By proof ſevere the Trojan HeQor found. 

Nor Timodemus does the voice of F: ame 


F orget thy ſtrength and courage to proclaim, 


DxcADbE IV. 

Acharnz's citizens of old rever'd 

For ſons illuſtrious, generous, brave, and bold, 
Yet mid her numerous heroes none appear d 
By fame in brighter characters enroll'd | 
Than thy great anceſtors— Their worth diſplay 4 


In various games, among the foremoſt plac'd, 


When near Parnaſſus wide-commanding ſhade 
The Pythian crown their honour'd temples grac 4 
Their ſtrength and ſkill four victor's chaplets won; 


5 Their virtues too not leſs conſpicuous ſhone, 


 DEcapE 


[ 95 1 


Deca V. 


In Corinth's Ifinuscolebrated bound 
Of that extenſive tract from Pelops nam 3 
8 Eight prizes their illuſtrious labours crown 'd, 


8 And ſeven Nemean wreaths their worth proclaim d. 


But to enlarge on all their glorious _ 
At the Athenian feſtivals diſplay d 


= Sacred to Jove, the poet” 8 power PRO Fa 3 5 


Then j join the choir, ye citizens, and aid 15 
7 My flowing ſong, the victor's name to mit, e 
And with the firſt of gods the firſt of heroes praiſe, 
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THIRD 
| NEMEAN ODE. 


This ode 1 is inſcribed to Ariſtoclides of Egina, for ; 


| bis — in the Pancratian Exerciſe. 5 


ARGUMENT. 


The poet i in a « ſolemn. manner invokes the muſe to 


| aſliſt him, whilſt he endeavours to praiſe the iſland of 
gina as it deſerves. He then proceeds to applaud 
his hero Ariſtoclides for his noble endowments both of 
body and mind, and cautions him to reſt contented 
with the glory he has acquired, and not attempt like 
a too-adventurous mariner to paſs the pillars of Her- 
| cules. The name of that hero, as is uſual in Pindar, 
gives riſe to a digreſſion in which we have a ſhort 
account of his exploits : but the poet ſuddenly reco- 
vering himſelf, returns to the ſubject of his ode, which 
is the celebration of the deſcendants of ZEacus. After 
expatiating on the glorious actions of Peleus and Tela- 
mon, the poet obſerves that men of low and ignoble 
birth ſeldom diſtinguiſh themſelves by that exalted kind 
of virtue which is denominated heroic, and which 
| ſeems peculiarly appropriated to thoſe whoſe deſcent 
is illuſtrious ; this leads to the hiſtory of Achilles from 

| his earlieft youth, which was ſpent with Chiron, to the 
8 cloſe of his life in the Trojan war, where he diſplayed 
ſuch prodigies of valour. He then obſerves that the 
race of /Eacus, 1 their virtues have acquired a glory 


which 


„ 


1 


which will never fade, at which we ſhall ceaſe to won⸗ 
der, when we conſider that they derive their deſcent 
from Jupiter, the firſt of the gods, to whom the heroic 

games and the poet's ſong, properly ſpeaking, belong, 


and which now ought to be raiſed to celebrate Ariſto- 
clides for the victory he had lately obtained; and next 
obſerves that his hero unites in his perſon the wiſdom 
of maturer years with the ſtrength and vigour of youth, 


and conſequently is deſerving of every praiſe the Muſe 


can beſtow. The poet concludes with comparing him- 
ſelf to an eagle, and his rivals to crows who behold his 
flight at a diſtance, and with an envious eye ſee him 


| ſoar to heights which they cannot hope to reach; and 
| the Muſe gladly beſtows her crown of glory on 
Ariſtoclides, who has obtained the victory not only on 


the plains of Nemea, but in Epidaurus and Megara. 


THIRD 


 THikD 
NEMEAN ODE. 


| STROPHE 'E 


Mo: THER fever d! O ſacred Muſe! 
On thee I call, to aid my ſong | 1 

= For now the Seaſons brin g along . 
The happy time, now feaſts are held, 
And chiefs contend i in Nemea's field! 
Thy influence ſweet, O nymph, diffuſe 
Ober Egina, Dorian iſle, 2 


| For on Æſopus' banks, the youth who raiſe, 
With wond'rous ſkill, the hymn's melodious lays, 
Expect thy preſence, and await thy ſmile. 


Various the objects which engage mankind, 
| And various features mark the human mind : 
a But chief heroic ſouls delight 
In the poet's powerful ſtrain, 
5 For this exert their utmoſt might 


The victor's verdant wreath to gain, | 


On them the praiſe-recording ſongs await, | 
T he beſt companions of the Good and Great = 


AnTISTROPHE I. 


Then on thy favour'd votary pour 
A portion of thy ſkill divine, 


And 
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bs And als the virtue-breathing line, 
Fair daughter of the God who ſhrouds 
The flaming lamp of day with olouds; 
Begin the ſong, and open all thy ſtore 

Of wiſdom, that the heaven- taught ſtrain, 


1 With the ſweet voice and lyre harmonious Join d, 


nd 


By May paint the feelings of the noble mind, 
| And celebrate AÆgina's Plain, . 
Glory of iſles, with plenteous harveſts bleſt. 
The Myrmidons the happy ſoil poſfeſt, 
: An ancient and illuſtrious race! 
: Nor does Ariftoclides' mind 
His far- fam'd line of anceſtors diſgrace, 
To pleaſure and to ſloth reſign'd 5 
But eager to engage in Virtue's courſe, 


| Refſolves to try the wreſtler's dreaded force. 


| Epo I. : 
O' erpower'd you fall! but ſoon to riſe again, | 


And combat bravely on 1 the duſty plain. 


No toil or pain thy manly ſpirit knows, 
; Since Nemea' s glorious field beſtows 
The victor's wreath, and plaudits loud 
Are echo'd by the admiring croud | 


In thee the blooming charms of face 


Proportion d limbs, and youthful grace, 


H 2 . An 


[100] 
: An active courage, and ingenuous mind, 
Are in harmonious concord j join d; 
Then reſt content. O glorious ſon 
| Of Ariſtophanes, nor ſtrive to run 
Beyond the limits of our mortal tate, 
Nor vainly hope to paſs the ſtrait 
Where great Alcides pillars riſe, 


; Of earth and ſea the utmoſt boundaries— 


sraornz II. 


Which the god- like hero placed, 

: Illuſtrious monument! a guide 

To thoſe who plough the watry walle, 
And combat with the winds and tide. 


Beyond theſe limits, fix d by fate, 
No human power can navigate; 

But firſt the hero's arm ſubdued 

The monſters of the deep, a hideous brood ; 

Next, by his high-born foul impell'd, 

Along the ſea his courſe he bore, 


The deep receſſes to explore | 


85 - Of Ocean's wide domain, and Neptune 8 watry field; 
: And ailing onwards to the weſtern bound 


Of Earth and Sea, ſucceſs his labour crown nd. 


Why does my roving ſoul delight 


To view ſome promontory's height, 


And 


And by my paſſion led along, 

| Forget the ſubject of my ſong * 1 

The race of Qacus command. The Muſe 
Delights to ſhed her fragrant dews | 


Where worth reſides: The Good to praiſe, 
| And deify in never-dying lays, 5 


| Ts the fair flower of Juſtice—voice divine 15 


: of Reaſon, Taking: from her r hallow'd ſhrine, | 


3 


The virtues of a foreign race 


| : The prudent Muſe muſt not record, 


Since from Egina' s iſle we trace 
IIluſtrious heroes, who afford 
5 ſubject worthy to inſpire 
The poet's breaſt, and ſwell the Iyre 
With tuneful notes, ſublime and ſweet, 
The hearer's raviſh'd ſenſe to greet. 
| Behold the godlike Peleus ſhine, 
| His head with regal honours crown'd, £2 


For ancient virtues far renown'd, 


| Waving his maſſy ſpear amid th? abated line, 


Beneath his potent arm, lolchus' wall 
Nodding, awaits her deſtin'd fall, 
Without an army” s aid alone 

E His | 7 ngle prowefs takes the town, 

H ; 


[ 102 . 
And Thetis in his arms a d : 
15 With thoſe high nuptials for his virtues grac'd, 


And Telamon our praiſe demands, 
Who with Alcides led his bands 


Of warriors brave againſt | the Trojan powers, 
And humbled i in the as 2 wy towers. 


'Eeoz 1. 
5 Wich the "IR hes join'd, he took the field 


Againſt the warlike Amazons, who wield 


Their bows of braſs ; nor F ear, whoſe powers controul 


2 The motions of the mean and vulgar ſoul, 


Nor Horror- s pallid form, could move his breaſt, 
| With manly fortitude, and virtue bleſt. 
5 Such i is the nature of heroic worth, 
Nurtur'd and cheriſh'd by Nuftrious birth! 
For men obſcurely born attempt in vain 
: Theſe ſoul-exalting virtues to attain ; 

With weary ſteps, like travellers who firay Po 
155 Through unknown paths, they wander from their way, | 
Nor can their intellectual powers combine 
The various parts which form a great deſign, 

But on ſtupendous acts admiring gaze, 


of and confounces | in the glorious blaze, 


STROPHE 


1 1 


en III. 


= Whill 1 yet (ys: in pelion- 8 bade, 


: Nurtur'd | by learned Chiron's _ 5 


3 —— firm and manly ſoul diſplay'd ; 


His infant hands the ponderous javlin wield z ; 
* Eager to engage in fight 
75 The boar and tawny lion's might, 

Swift as the winged wind he ſcours the field, 
Their bodies ſtruck by his unerring dart, 
Heaving with frequent ſobs the panting heart, 
5 He bears to Chiron, — tho but yet the ſun 

Had | ſince his birth fix annual courſes run. 

But ſoon Diana, and the martial maid, 


: With 1 wond'ring yes the _ boy ſurvey d. 


Aurisrgorbr III. 


The deer purſuing o'er the mountain” 8 's height > 


. Without or net, or toils, or hound, 


| He checks them in their rapid flight, 
And lightly ſeims along the ground, 
My Muſe no novel tale diſplays, 
For Chiron i in his ſtony grot 
Jaſon and Æſeulapius taught, 


5 By virtuous deeds to merit praiſe, 3 
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* 104 1 
The lu, Mkilful ; in the healing art, 


Could with a gentle hand his lenient powers impart; 
By Chiron, to Theſſalian Peleus* bed 1 
2 Was Nereusꝰ daughter i in proud triumph led, 

He form'd their ſon Achilles from his youth, 

To wiſdom, valour, and a love of truth. 


. In. 


0 er the wide ſea the winds propitious bore. 


The gallant chief to Ilion's diſtant ſhore; 


Where adverſe troops in bloody fields engag d. 
And the big war in all its horrors rag'd ; 


His high-born ſoul the ſtrength of Greece commands, | 


Againſt the Lycian, Phrygian, Dardan bands, 
Whoſe claſhing arms are heard the fields around, : 
Join'd with the barbarous ſhouts terrific ſound ; ; | 


And Ethiopia's 5 ſwarthy race, who bear 


Wede'd i in a column the deſtructive ſpear ; 


With theſe engag'd, the chief : conſpicuous ſhone, 5 
8 And ſoon the valour of his arm made known: i 
"Their leader Memnon, by his proweſs lain, 

Now lies extended on the Phrygian plain, 

Far diſtant from his lov'd paternal ſhore, 
Which his defiring oye muſt view no more. 


STROPHE 


| Whoſe glories never fade, 


[105] 


STROPHE IV. 
My: ancient race of Facus array'd 


In genuine virtue? 5 pureſt light, 


Stil! ſhine i in native luſtre bright— z 
D From thee, O Jove, ſupreme. of gods, 


Their high deſcent they trace; 
EL Thine are the games; for thee the loſt odes 
Mp Are ſung; ; for thee with active grace 


: Fgina' s youth awake th' harmonic ſound, 


Or firike with well- taught feet, the ground. 
= And now their boldeſt notes they raiſe, 
To celebrate the victor's well-earn'd praiſe ; * 


| The ſplendour of whoſe glorious name 


Beams on his native iſle a deathleſs fame, 

Tho' there Apollo's temple ſtands, - 
B A ſacred ſubject, which commands 
5 The poet's praiſe ! that far above the reſt 
| ; Of his compeers, for deeds of noble birth, 
Alriſtoclides ſhines, is now confeſt 38 
By lage e certain teſt of worth. > 


Avrisrzerhr IV. 


The ſpirits of a boy, with hope clate, 


The fire of Youth, the counſels lage, . 
1 And 
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[1066] 


And temper of experienc'd age, 
Mark human life in its progreſſive ſtate : 7 
This wiſdom too we ought to learn, 5 
To catch the moments as they run, 
And with attentive eye diſcern 
What to purſue, and what to ſhun. 
Theſe virtues, youth illuſtrious, are thine | 
Ariſtoclides hail | of race divine, 5 
Behold I come q and bring along 
The ſoft enchanting powers of ſong; 


As honey, mingled i in the bowl 


With milk, exalts the drooping foul ; 
Thus aided by the heaven-taught Muſe, FEY 
Refreſh'd by her ambroſial dews 


I raiſe my voice, to celebrate 
Thy high heroic deeds; and ſuit 


My numbers ſolemn, grave, ſedate, 


"To the flow motions of the Kolian flute. : 


Eropz Iv. 


Fe or as the ſwifteſt of the feather'd race, 
The royal eagle wings his rapid chace, 5 
Skimming the wide expanſe, and from on high. 
| Darts down on earth his penetrating eye; 

And at a diſtance views his trembling prey, 
Which in his cruel clays he bears away, 


While 


[107] 


While! far beneath the crows, and clamorous pies, 

: Still hover near the ground, afraid to riſe, 

Hang o'er the cliffs, and ſpread their wings in vain, 
And with their ſounds diſcordant, fill the plain; . : 
Thus far above my rival bards, my fight 

. 1 wing, to realms i impervious to their ſ icht. = 

The fair-thron'd Clio her beſt gift beſtows, 

And with the victor's wreath adorns thy brows, 

For Epidaurus, and Megara's town, 8 


5 : And Nemea' 8 field's, have witneſs 'd thy renown, 


| FOURTH 


FOURTH 
 NEMEAN ODE. 


| This od is inferided to Timaſarchus = gina, 
who obtained the prize in the exerciſe of Wreſtling. 


ARGUMENT. 


Nair opens $ this ode by obſerving that the conſciouſ- 
neſs of ſuperior merit, joined to the encomiaſtic ſong 
of the bard, is of all pleaſures the ſweeteſt which a 
mind trained in the ſchool of virtue, and accuſtomed to 
| honourable toils, can poſſibly feel. This ſentiment 

occurs frequently in other places i in Pindar, but it is no 

| where more happily expreſſed than in the preſent ode. 
He then proceeds to the praiſe of Timaſarchus, whom 
he celebrates for his victory; and after making honour- 
able mention of the iſland Zgina, and the deſcen- 
dants of acus, extols Timocritus, the father of his 

hero, for the victories he had gained at the games cele- , 

brated at Cleone and on the plains of Athens, We 

have next a deſcription of the triumphal entry of 

Timocritus into Thebes, the mention of which city 

brings to the poet's remembrance the exploits of Her- 

cules, on which he enlarges, and particularly takes no- 
tice of his expedition againſt Troy, and his fierce 
conflict with the giant Alcyoneus. Having finiſhed 
- this digreſſion, he prepares to celebrate his hero; but 
firſt, with that noble confidence which was peculiar to 
No the "HG, he ee himſelf immortality by his 
verſes, 


[109] 


verſes, in ſpite of every effort abc envy or malice 
might make to injure his reputation : and ftriking the 
lyre with a bold and ſkilful hand, he firſt praiſes Ajax, 

Teucer, Achilles, and Pyrrhus; then expatiates more 
largely on the virtues of Peleus - gives an account of 
the cruel treatment that Hero received in conſequence 
of a falſe accuſation brought againſt him by Hippolita, 

wife of Acaſtus; but Chiron, who was perſuaded of 


his innocence, and from his ſkill in prophecy foreſaw 


the future glory to which he was deſtined, preſerved him 
from the wild beaſts to which he was expoſed, The 


marriage of Peleus to Thetis is next deſcribed, which 85 5 


was celebrated with great magnificence, and honoured 
with the preſence of all the gods, who yet continue 
their kindneſs to his deſcendants by imparting to them 
a large ſhare of wiſdom and virtue. Oppreſſed by the 
greatneſs of the ſubject, the poet confeſſes that he is 5 
unable to do juſtice to the ſons of acus, and therefore 
contents himſelf with praiſing the family of Theander, 
from whom our hero is deſcended; a family diſtinguiſhed 
by their victories in the Olympic, Nemean, and Iſth- 7 
mian games: but that nothing might be wanting to 
render the name of Timaſarchus illuſtrious, we are told 
that his deſcent by his mother's ſide is not leſs enobled 
by heroic acts, than by his father's. This the poet 
proves by the example of Callicles, his mother's brother, 
who although he has been long ſince dead, will yet re- 
joice to hear, on the ſhores of Acheron, the praiſes 
beſtowed on him for the victory he had obtained 1 in the 
iſthmian games. 


FOURTH 


FOURTH 
NEMEAN ODE. 


STROPHE 1. 


1 To thoſe fatigu'd with honourable. toil, 

a How ſweet is conſcious worth's approving ſmile, 
When Odes, lov'd daughters of the tuneful Nine, 
Their ſoothing powers of harmony combine ! : 
Not fo refreſhing wearied limbs to lave 5 

Within the tepid bath's ſalubrious wave, 

As for the truly great to hear the lays 

Of bards, ambitious to record their praiſe, 
When the bold thought, which marks the feeling brei. 

In bright expreſſion by the Graces W 

 Confign'd to writing, far and wide extends, 


And to a late poſterity « deſcends. 


 AnTISTROPRE * 


5 Wich Tim: the firſt of gods, begin the ſong, 
To whom our ſolemn Nemean games _— 
And Timaſarchus well deſerv'd renown, _ 
Whoſe head the victor S verdant honours crown'd ; 
And may Ægina s iſle approve my ſtrains, 
F am'd for its well- built towns and peopled plains, 
O ſons of FEacus ! your lov'd retreat, 


The light of Truth, and Juſtice? ſacred bet. . 
If 


If 


Laid waſte the realms of proud Laomedon, 


[m1 


If . Tiaene thy worthy fire, : 
Now felt the warmth of heav'n's all-cheering fire, 5 
How would the good man's heart rejoice to ſing | 
Thy praiſe, or touch the ſweetly-ſounding As 
For much he lov'd to hear the tuneful bard, 


And give to merit its well card reward. 


 Eyops I. 


His worth ſuperior bore away the prize 


F. rom all his rivals on Cleone's plain, 


And where to crown the fair domain, 


Thy ſplendid cities, Athens, riſe : 
In Thebes' proud town, for ſeven ſtrong portals fam? d, 5 955 
Thi admiring crowd his noble acts proclaim'd, 
When to Amphitryon's tomb the chief they led, 
And from the op ning flowers which breathe 


The Spring- s ſweet fragrance, form'd a wreath | 
To twine around the victor's head. 

Receiv'd with joy, by theſe his country 8 friends, 
Through hoſpitable ſtreets the chief deſcends, | 


To where the manſions of Alcides riſe, 


Aces rais'd * virtue to the ſkies. 


 STropns U. 


5 With whom conjoin'd, illuftrious Dien 


Subdu'd 


CTY 


Subdu'd the N and met in fight 
Alcyoneus of more than mortal might, 


And bulk immenſe !—his arm uplifted threw 


A A ſtone, with force incredible, whoſe weight 


Twelve chariots cruſh'd, with all their coſtly freight, a 


5 And twice that number of bold heroes ſlew; 


2 Heroes, well ſkill'd to whirl along the courſe, 


5 And tame the ſpirit of the generous horſe ; * . 
But yet the giant 8 boaſted ſtrength was vain, 
5 In ſingle combat by Alcides lain! 
| The god of war {ill varies his ſucceſs, 
With mutual ſlaughter fills the crowded field, 


Ott makes the victor to the yanquiſh' 'd yield, 


And raiſes heroes only to depreſs. . 
„ juſt, that thoſe who deal in works of death 
Should i in the martial plain reſign their breath. 


| ANTISTROPHE II. 


But on this lovious ſubjeRt to proloag 
(Tho! much inclin'd) my too· redundant ſong, 
Strict laws forbid ! and now the ſwift-wing'd hours 
: Demand the full exertion of my powers, ES 
The victor's worth to praiſe. With joyful . 
I ſee approach, the ſolemn dance, and feaſt, 
When with pale luſtre riſing from the Eaſt, 
The next ſucceeding moon illumes the ſky, 
1 But 


13 


But yet my en ſcarcely can reſtrain 

My light bark, ſailing o'er the pathleſs main, 
Remote from ſhore, impell'd by prudent fear 
From rocks and ſhifting ſands my courſe to ſteer, 
Is now my objeft / That my foes may ſee - 
My rapid verſe, with glowing figures bright, 7 
Clear and perſpicuous ſhine with ſteady light, | 
And all their envious hopes deftroy'd by me. 
Envy, ſad inmate of the human breaſt, 


Perpetual cares and * * inſeſt, 


Erobz 11. 


But vain its efforts to deſtroy my fame, 

Since Phœbus, muſick's god my verſe inſpires, 

| And ſwells my boſom with his ſacred fires ; ; 

l Not to a ſingle age confin'd, my n_ 

Shall live rever'd through long ſucceeding days, 

| And fate reward me with a laſting praiſe. 7 

; Then ſtrike the Lydian lyre with ſkilful hand, 

4 And move the various well-according ſtrings, 

; While with ſweet voice the Muſe enraptur'd ſings, 
Egina's iſle, and Cyprus” $ happy land, 

Where Telamonian Teucer hx'd his reign, : 
And, crown'd with juſtice, rul'd the wide domain. 
Ajax, in valour equal to a „ 3 
| To Salamis his birth ihuſtrious ow vd. 


I STROPHE 
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To the Tonian ſea their winding courſe thy bend, : 
Shaded by Pelion” s woody height, 
Iolchos city felt the matchleſs might 

Of Peleus, wh enlarged Theſſalia's reign, | 
And join'd this =y to wy | wide domain, 


1 Acaſtus liſten'd to the ts 
: Which his inſidious conſort fram'd, 


Like Dædalus he ſcorn'd the hero's part, 
And ftrove to circumvent that youth by art; 


| [+ ; 1 1 


Srroens m. 


: Bae i in the iſlands of the bleſt, 
Riſing o'er the Euxine ſea, 
Where ſouls heroic from their labours reſt, 
Thetis ſecur'd a throne for thee 
Divine Achilles! ! and the Phthian plain, 1 
Submitted to her happy reign, 

Ober green Epirus, Pyrrhus held command, 
And rul'd the wide - extended land, WT 
Where in a chain the towering hills extend, 

- Along whoſe ſides the lowing oxen feed, 


: From where Dodona lifts her frozen head, 


Avrisrnorng ul. 


ro or by Hippotita inflam'd, 


O er Pcleus' virtue to prevail; 
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Loft it in [th mazes of the tangled wood, 


He left him to the monſter's ſavage brood 3 ; 
: But learned Chiron, ſkill'd i in fates to come, 

. And the deep counſels of immortal Jove, 
From him the miniſters of vengeance drove, 
And ſav'd him from the cruel tyrant's doom. 

Through raging flames of all-conſuming fire 
The hero paſs'd, and dar'd the lion“ s ire, 
HForrid with bloody claws, and rows of teeth 
Which gaping hideous, t threaten'd inſtant death, 


Eropr III. 


Theſe forms: the heavenly ni afſum'd i in vain, 


Fo or Peleus by his virtue won the charms | 
Of high-thron'd Thetis, to his longing arms : a 
On lofty Pelion's wide- extended pl ain 
85 The gods aſſembled came, invited gueſts | 
| To grace on ſeats of gold the nuptial feaſts ; $ 


The powers that rule above, or ſkim the main, 
Their preſents to the bridegroom bear, and bleſs 

5 With wiſdom, virtue, and deſerv'd ſucceſs, 

E = late poſterity. But ah reſtrain 

Thy bark, which verges to the weſtern ſtrait; 3 

| Seek not thoſe regions hid from man by fate, 

But change thy courſe ! In vain thy ſons to o Praiſe, 
Huftrious Xacus, my voice I raiſe, 


I Wn SrROFPHE 
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| SraopHr Iv. 


: Loſt i in the ſplendour of their noble deeds : 
Then leave a ſubject, which thy power exceeds, 
And {ing Theander, practis'd i in the field, 
: : | Of virtuous conteſts, and whoſe fame | 
; The Olympick, Iſthmian, Nemean games, proclaim. 
e The admiring crowd his wond'rous ſtrength beheld, 
By his heroic toils increas'd, and gave the crown, 
f Bearing the fruit of well- deſerv'd renown ; 
Never without a trophy of his worth, 
Did he reviſit his paternal earth. 
The virtues of thy race have fouriſh'd long, 
| The happy ſubje& of the poet's ſong ; $ 
The active ſpirit, and the liberal mind, 
= Not to thy father s line alone confin'd 


In Callicles thy mother's brother ſhines ! 


His ſoul capacious form'd for great deſigns 


ANTISTROPHE IV. 


Iz My Muſe could paint, and rear a column bright, 
Than Parian marble far more clear, and white, 
As gold which feels the purifying flame 
Emits a more reſplendent blaze, 
Tus the ſweet poet's vivifying lays _ 
Add luſtre to a virtuous name . 
„ Add 


[1m] 


| Exalted by the joy-inſpiring ode, 
The hero riſes equal to a god. 
Tho' Callicles now flits along the ſhores, | 
Where Acheron his flaming torrent pours ; ; 
Vet will he liſten to the poet's voice, 
And whilſt L ſing his glorious acts, rejoice; "8 
| How in the Iſthmian fields ſo long renown'd, 
5 Where Neptune rules, whoſe trident ſhakes the ground, 
He bore away the prize, and round his head 


The crown of Corinth it 8 dark _ "TY : 


 Eyops Iv. 


1 . iy progenitor, beheld 
The glorious conteſt; by the Muſe inſpir d, 
His verſe proclaim'd the virtues he admir* d, 
And all the various fortune of the feld: 
: And other ages victors can afford, 
And bards who ſaw the actions they record ; 
All fondly hope i in writing to excel, 
And our deſcriptions ſhould be juſt and true, L 
When every object we diſtinctly view. 
Thus, thoſe who ſaw Meleſſus, beſt can tell 
How juſtly he perform'd th' anointer's part; ; 
Skill'd in the orator's perſuaſive art, 
His bold expreſſions can the proud controul, 
Raiſe the depreſs'd, and fire the noble foul. 
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NOTES 
D 5 THE FOURTH NEMEAN ODE. | 


cc 0 fon of Racus 1— 


As the name of Eacus i is very often mentioned by Pinder, 


I fancy my reader will not be diſpleaſed to hear ſomething 


of his hiſtory. acus was the ſon of Jupiter, or according 
to Pauſanias, of a King of Arcadia who bore that name, and 
gina daughter of the river Aſapus; who, extremely in- 
cenſed againſt Jupiter for the inſult he had offered to him, 
by debauching his daughter, declared war againſt him. 
During this conteſt, Jupiter concealed his miſtreſs Zgina 
In an iſland inthe Saronic gulph, which has ſince been called 
by her name. Hence the fable of her being changed into 
an iſland. Æacus was king of this iſland, and the moſt re- 
nowned of all his contemporaries for wiſdom and virtue, by 
| which he not only gained a very high reputation during his 
life, but after his death was appointed one of the Judges in 
Hell. ZAacus by his wife Endeis had two ſons, Telamon 
and Peleus; and by his miſtreſs Pſamatheia, who is termed 
by Pindar a ſea goddeſs, another ſon called Phocus. 


FIFTH 


2. FIFTH : 
NEMEAN ODE. 


This ode is inſcribed to , Pytheas of Egina, who 
: obtained the e in the e Exerciſe. ö 


ARGUMENT. 


1 T b. poet begins this ode by a welt beautiful com- 
| pariſon of the arts of Statuary and Poetry, in which he 


| ſhews the vaſt ſuperiority of the latter; for without 


entering into a minute examination of their peculiar ex- 
cCellencies, it ſuffices to obſerve, that a ſtatue is motion- | 
| leſs and fixed to one place; but the ſongs of bards with 
' wonderful rapidity traverſe earth and ſea, the utmoſt 
limits of which can ſcarcely bound their flight. He 
| then addreſſes himſelf to his Muſe, and commands her 
to convey to Ægina the joyful tidings that Pytheas has 
obtained the crown in the Nemean games: and 


although but a youth, he emulates the great exploits of 
his anceſtors, who boaſt their high deſcent from Jupiter 


and the daughters of Nereus, and adds new honours to 
his native city, which was always famous for the gene- 
roſity and hoſpitality of its inhabitants a city which was 
founded by Peleus, Telamon, and Phocus, the ſons of 
 Facus and the goddeſs Pſamatheia.— The unhappy 
fate of Phocus, who was ſlain accidentally by his bro- 
ther Peleus, the poet paſſes over in ſilence, and proceeds 
to relate the more fortunate events in that hero's life; 


and in a noble ſpirit of poetry introduces the Muſes 
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. by Apollo on the top of Pelion, celebrating. 
the virtues of Peleus. We have now a more particular 
account of the artifices made uſe of by Hippolita to 
enſnare Peleus, together with his virtuous reſiſtance, b 
than in the laſt ode. Jupiter, to reward his honour and 
chaſtity, aſſigned to him the goddeſs Thetis for his wife. 
This ſeems to be the whole of the Muſes' ſong, and the 
poet now appearing in his own character, obſerves that 
Neptune conſented to the marriage of Thetis with 
Peleus, which leads Pindar to make a digreſſion on the 5 
Iſthmian games, over which Neptune preſided; and on 
this occaſion he does not fail to beſtow on Euthemenes, 
uncle to his hero, a portion of praiſe for the victory he 
had gained in thoſe games: then returning to Pytheas, 
he extols him in a very high train of panegyric—pays 
ſome compliments to Menander, whoſe province it was 
to anoint the combatants in the games, and concludes 
with the praiſes of Themiſtius, grandfather to Pytheas. 


irn 


FIR 
e ODE. 


| STROPHE I. 


| Unsxu1D the power of beauty to impart 
x To poliſh'd ſtone, or ductile braſs, 


| And with a ſculptor's imitative art 


To animate the glowing maſs; 

For ſtatues labour'd by the ableſt hand, | 
Fix'd to their baſe, and without motion ſtand: 2 
Not ſo th' inſpiring ſongs of bards renown d, 


. Whoſe rapid fight, not earth itſelf can bound; 


T hen go my Muſe, and o'er the pathleſs main 5 


In ſome light bark, the Joyful tidings bear, 
And to  ZEgina's happy iſle repair, 5 
And tell that Pytheas on the Nemean plain, 


Obtain'd by virtuous t toils the wreſtler 8 crown, 


i Tho' yet a youth | ! and ſcarce the tender down 
| Blooms on his cheeks ; ; as firſt on vines appear 
The budding ne of a fruitful ur. 


- 7 | AnTisTROPHE 7 

By noble acts he emulates a race 

Of brave progenitors rever'd of old, 

Who from Saturnian Jove their linekgs trace, 
And Nereus daughters bright with waving ou. 


And 
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And brings new honours to his native town, 
Which glories in the yirtues of her ſon; 
A town which hoſpitable virtues bleſs, 


Fond to relieve the ſtranger in diſtreſs, 


For arms, for arts, and naval ſtrength renown d; 


Peleus and Telamon the city plan d, 


And Phocus join'd, in labour and command, 
5 And with a wall the work fupendous crown d. 
With hands uplifted to the realms above, 855 
5 They firſt implor d the majeſty of Jove, . 


To bleſs their tolls, and fertilize the plains | 
With kindly ſeaſons, and r rains. ä 


— . 
” 9 * - a * 
% 


Ero 15 os 


The azure Ee Plamatheia bore 8 
: The royal Phocus, on the rocky ſhore ; 3 7 
Horror and grief at once unchain my tongue, 
While the due courſe of my hiſtoric ſong 
Leads me to tell the cauſe unfortunate, 


Which from their native iſle the brother heroes drove, 


What ills, alas, unhappy mortals prove, 

From the ſad demon of revenge and hate! — 

Silent I ſtand, unwilling to diſcloſe 

Facts, which muſt wound the warm = care breaſt ; 

A narrative of anguiſh, toil, and "en 
8 Is by the modeſt poet beſt ſuppreſt; 


The 
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| T he wiſe, by ſilence cautiouſly conceal 


But their auſpicious fortunes to relate, : 
5 Their ſtrength of arm, their courage undiſiay'd, 
In all the iron toils of war diſplay'd; 
| My Muſe delighted with a theme ſo great, 
Her utmoſt powers employs to deck the ſong; 
And as the active racer with a bound, os 
Leaps o'er each fence which parts th? adjacent ground, 
Thus by my daring. genius borne along, 
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Truths, which the weak en, reveal, 


sraorhz II. 


Undaunted 1 purſue my rapid flight! 


Swift as the eagle, ſailing from the height 
Of Heaven, his pinions ſtretches bold and free. 
And meaſures a vaſt tract of earth and ſea; 
On Pelion's hill, amid the woody ſhades, 
The choir of Muſes, heaven-deſcended maids, 
This race enobled with their tuneful tongue, 
And whilſt their high-heroic deeds they ſung, - 
Plac'd i in the midſt, Apollo ftruck the lyre; ; 
And as acroſs his careleſs hand he flings, 
In quick vibrations move th” obedient ſtrings, 


| And ſpeak the maſter 8 ſkill, and poet” 5 fire. : 
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By female blandiſhments to gain his love, Oy 
ö Ro Attun'd 


%% 


AnTrsTROPHE II. 


| And firſt—Theſe daughters of immortal Jove | 
2 Began with Thetis beautiful and young, 


A goddeſs from the power of Ocean ſprung, 


And Peleus happy in the virgin 8 love 
And next they ſung, the baſe and ſubtle wiles 
Of fierce Hyppolita, who ftrove in vain, : 


With all her lures, that virtuous youth to gain ; * 


Superior to her heart-enſnaring ſmiles 
The hero roſe ! But her revengeful mind 
A deed of ſavage cruelty deſign'd : 
L By various tales her huſband ſhe FRA 'd, 
| Who weakly fond, his conſort's words believ'd, 
The great Acaſtus; ; whoſe extended reign 
Reach'd o'er Magnefſia': s cultivated plain, 
With downcaſt look, and modeſt-ſeeming eye, 


: And many a tear, and well-diſſembled ſigh, 
To him of Peleus, frequent ſhe complain'd, 


And ſaid, the youth, by i impious paſſion led, 


_ Had ſtrove by force to violate her bed : 


Such was the tale her rage vindictive feign' d, 


 Eropy UI. 


Ot truth ie. z for the often "Eg 


[ 125 ] 


Attun' d her voice to accents ſoft and kind, 


Which fill'd with anguiſh his unſpotted mind; 
He ſcorn'd her proffer'd charms, and juſtly fear * 


The wrath of Heaven, avenging virtue's cauſe, 
For impious breach of hoſpitable laws, 

By frequent terrors to mankind declar'd : 5 
The King of Heaven, the cloud-exciting god, 
Approv'd his virtue, thus ſeverely tried, 


And thund'ring gracious from his bleſt abode, ; 


Algo d the blooming Thetis for his bride, 


One of the ſilver-footed Nereid race, : 


Whoſe hands i ingenious, golden diſtaffs grace. | 


Srnorhz II. 


Nor did the - haughty Monarch of the Main, 


Theſe nuptials of the ſea-born nymph diſdain ; 5 


From Æga's s iſle where altars riſe, 
And proſtrate crouds adore his name, 
To Corinth's iſthmus oft he flies, 

To view the celebrated game.— 

Of noble youths, a jocund throng, 
Receive the god with dance and ſong, 
And now their pliant limbs hey bend, 

And i in heroic toils contend ; 
But fortune o'er the doubtful * . 
And to ſucceſs the happy victor guides; ; 


The 
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The bold Euthymenes, with joyful eyes, 

In Ifthmian fields obtain'd the victor's prize, 45 
And in his fame Zgina's youth rejoice, 

- And ſtrike the ſounding ſtring, and raiſe the runeful voice, 


| AvTISTROPHE III. 
And Potions a now behold [ his ſiſter” 8 fon, 


_ Equal in virtue, equal i in renown, 
His country's darling, joy, and pride 
This truth let Nemea's fields atteſt, | 
When in ſevereſt conflict tried, 
His virtue ſhone, to all confeſt,— 
Apollo too beheld with 1 
The triumphs of the martial ons 3 
His equals too he far excell'd, 
Succeſsful in the crowded held, 
Where Niſus' tomb conſpicuous bands, 
Riſing o'er the adjacent lands: 
Much I rejoice to hear the voice of fame, 
The virtues of Ægina's ſons proclaim, 
Glad to applaud Menander's generous toil, 
Skill'd to anoint the youth with ang oil ; 


Erobr II. 


From 1 Athens ſprung, whoſe ſons Nuſtrious claim 


Pre-eminence in every ative game. 


But 
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But ſhould Themiſtius name demand thy praiſe, 
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Fear not in Virtue's cauſe thy voice to raiſe. 
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When proſperous breezes fan the azure ſea, 
he active ſailors ſpread the ſwelling fail, 
And ſtrain the yards to catch the (| pringing gale; 
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Thus unreſtrain'd, with ſpiri * bold and free, 


> * . . ng | + 


Tell how on Epidaurus' plains Themiſtius won, 
Succeſsful in the Coſtus cruel fight, . 
And wreſtlers tolls, the victor's double crown; 3 
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And how rejoicing in his glorious might, 
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Attended by the Graces fair and young, 


On, Zacus, thy fane, his verdant wreaths he hung. nn” * 
NOTES 


NOTES 


ON THE FIFTH NEMEAN ODE. 


"1" Horror and grief at once unchain my tongue,” 


pindar with great deficacy pales over the cauſe of the 
| baniſhment of Telamon and Peleus from their father's 
court, which was a crime of no leſs a nature than the acci- 
dental murder of their brother Phocus, whilſt they were play. 
ing atquoits. After this unhappy accident, Telamon retired 
to Salamis, where he afterwards reigned, and diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf by many memorable exploits: he accompanied 
| Hercnles in his expedition againſt Troy, and appears to 
have enjoyed a large ſhare of that hero's confidence and 
friendſhip, Peleus ſought a retreat in Theſſaly, where he 
married Thetis, and eſtabliſhed his dominion over ſeveral 
rich and flouriſhing towns on the ſea coaſt. He left bene 
him the reputation of a wiſe and brave Prince. | 


SIXTH | 


CV 
| NEMEAN ODE. 


Wi vie is jofcribed to. Aleimidas of gina; who 
dbtained the victory i in the Pentathlon or game of Five 


eine, 


ARGUMENT. 


1 begins this ode by obſerving that notwith- 
ſtanding there is ſome ſimilitude between the nature of 


gods and men 3 yet there is a material difference in 
| their powers: but yet a way is opened for men to 


aſpire even to heavenly honours, by the exertion of 


great talents, and by the practice of ſublime virtues ; 


but yet, after all our labours, it muſt be confeſſed that 


the book of fate is concealed from our view, and that 


the greateſt and wiſeſt of men cannot tell what future 
deſtiny awaits them. His hero Alcidamas is produced 


as an example of heroic virtue; and our poet, who 


cannot conſiſtently with truth praiſe his father, whoſe 
life was private and inglorious, artfully obſerves that 
Alcidamas reſembles his grandfather, who had diſtin- 


guiſhed himſelf by his victories in the Olympic and 


Iſthmian games; that huſbandmen well knew that a 
field exhauſted by too much tillage recovered its vigour 
by reſt, and afterwards produced . moſt abundant har- 
| veſts; and thus the virtue of his family, after lying 

| dormant one generation, broke out with redoubled 
ſplendour in his perſon. He then recounts all the vic- 


tories obtained by his anceſtors in the heroic games of 
„ Pl K Greece; 


* 


[190] 


Greece; next, according to his uſual cuſtom, the poet 
is laviſh of his praiſes of the iſland /Egina and the de. 
ſcendants of Aacus, and particularly dwells on the con- 
flict between Achilles and Memnon, in which the latter 


was ſlain. He then returns to the praiſe of his hero, 


and obſerves that by his late victory he adds to the re- 
nown of a family already rendered illuſtrious by glorious 


| atchievements, and concludes with declaring that had 


not Alcidamas and his couſin Timidas been excluded 
by the lots they drew from appearing in the Olympic 
games, they would doubtleſs have obtained the prize of 


victory, and thus afforded a new Boa ene for admiration 
and praiſe, | - | 


SIXTH. 


1 


| SIXTH 
NEMEAN ODE, 


Stzorne 1. 


Or gods and men the nature is the ſame, 


From one great ſource they both derive their birth, 


Both owe their nurture to the ſoodful earth, 
But vaſt the difference of man's feeble frame, : 
Compar'd with thoſe ſuperior powers who ſhine 
In Heaven's arch'd domes, eternal and divine, 2 

| But yet a way is open'd to aſpire | 
To heavenly honours, when the human mind 
For generous toils and noble acts deſign d, 
; Feels the full force of Virtue' s ſacred fire * 
To us inſcrutable the book of Fate! 

i While days and years in quick ſucceſſion roll, 
g The term we know not of our mortal date, 


8 Nor when our feet will reach thi e goal. 


 ANTISTROPHE * 


| This truth hy worth, Alcidamas, declares R 
| For as the fertile and well-cultur'd field 
Will to the owner double harveſts yield, 
When reſt the vigour of the ſoil repairs ; - 
[For thoſe rich lands the beſt returns will give, 
Which toil and reſt alternately relieve. 
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Thus to his grandfire 5 fame this youth ſucceeds, 
And the proud victor's envied wreath to gain 
Where Honour's votaries meet on Nemea' 8 plain, 
| Himſelf ennobles by iHuſtrious deeds. 

For Jove endow'd his limbs with wond'rous force 


To bear the wreſtler's toils ; and as the maze 


Of ſome wild beaſt unrivall'd ; in the courſe, 


The Kilful hunter anfully diſplays 


 Eropr 1 


Treading i in every y ſtep, Not leſs by views 


Sublime inſpir'd, in Virtue' 8 glorious race, 


Our youth his grandſire ſteadily purſues 


With beating boſom, and unwearied pace. 


: His grandſire on Olympia” 5 plain was crown'd, 
8 And on the banks of Alpheus' ſacred ſtream, 


Around his head the olive garland bound. 


In Ifthmian fields, of bards the favourite theme, | 
Fi ive wreaths to him were judg'd, the victor” 8 meed! 


And thrice the Nemean chaplets were decreed 


To grace his brows | Thus from Oblivion' 8 ſhade. ; 


Soclides“ name Was reſcued, and the fame 


. Of his great ſon to him that praiſe convey d, 


Which parents of illuſtrious heroes claim. 


STRO H 


3 
* 


L W 7 ö ** * e 8 A ; 
EE OE TE FINE VO ICED Ende is aa odd A tant ] wwuů ire £4 7 aug UE STS SE. 2 9 W * 8 l : 4 
22 4% 7 ̃˙ ³üD OE EP WR . 2 ²˙ Ü—ãl . A te 22 ͤ TXT . . ak P CO EI”, L 
: — 2 * * 2 8 2 8 4 A. - I 5 ERR Ra i, * "RY 6 p POE. "ROS * e 8 * 
, 6 — — * . N n * 4 2 — 2 * - - : 


12 
at: 
8 


* 9 1 "SF 2 88 
4% 8 * * 
2 þ R N 


Der] 9 _ We * 
R 


9% 


F n e 3 
AER. 2 3 SHS Foe Lag, ER 


Three of his race with wond'rous powers endued, 
Have reach'd the higheſt pitch of fortitude ! 


ny Greece ſhould we ſearch through all her winding coaſt, 


.— ak virtue, ſtrength, and valour far renown'd, 
Scarce can a ſingle family be found 
80 favour'd by the gods with worth divine, 

So qualified i in martial games wikines 7 
And yet I hope my voice to raiſe, f 
And on a theme ſublime indulge my praiſe. 


But Muſe divine, exalt my powers of ſpeech, 
Through the light air the diſtant mark to reach, 
And in this glorious cauſe my bold attempts ſucceed, | 
ngenious bards and orators delight 


Acts of heroic virtue to recite, 


And bring the records of paſt times to view, 


Our hero's race affords a copious theme, 


[193] 


\ STROPHE. II. 7 


In Glory? s fields the wreſtler” s toils have borne, 


And on their brows the victor's chaplets worne. 
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(Ah! 1 let not this be deem'd too great to young. 
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And with your favouring ſmiles my arrows ſpeed, 


ANTISTROPHE . 
To buried merit give the applauſes due, 


'On which the poet with delight may dell, I 
K * . And 
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| And the s high honours which his proweſs gain 4. 


141 


| And while he  ilful rikes the vocal ſhell, 
A flood of glory on his mind will beam, 


IIluſtrious acts a generous warmth inſpire, 


And virtue's ſacred glow his boſom fire. 


For Callias, from this noble lineage ſprung, 


Juſtly deſerves the bard's inſtructive ſong, 
Who round his wriſts the maſſy ceſtus bound, 
And on the Pythian plain obtain'd the prize, i 
Whoſe labours with his ſmiles Apollo crown 'd, 1 


2 And chaſte Diana view 'd with gracious * 


EeopE II. 


: Latona' $ offspring ! and he e hos | 
Where thy clear fireams, Caſtalia, ſweetly flow, 
When by the moon' 8 pale light, the victor s worth tocrown, 


Accordant choruſſes their praiſe, beſtow. 


And in the ſtraight which j Joins th* oppoſing ſeas | 
| His name was honour'd, where triennial games 1 
5 And laughtered bulls, the power of Neptune pleaſe 3 
The Parſley wreath his victory proclaims ; 
AI Nemes' 8 fields, where tow' ring woods 0 Yerſhade, 
And Phlius' mountain lifts its cloud- -capt bead; 
| The much fam'd fields, where great Alcides' might 
Subdu'd the ſavage lion, and ordain d 


Heroic games, memorial of the fight, 


srrornr 
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| STropHE I. 


A copious ; ſubject for the poet's 170 

gina offers, celebrated ſeat 

Of virtues worthy of immortal praiſe, - 
Where all that's noble, brave, and generous meet 
In thy deſcendants, Aacus ! whoſe fame 

. (ON er earth and ſea with rapid motion — 


Their worth the Ethiopian n 
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And Memnon, fated never to return | 


1 
ES . I 


* . 


To his paternal ſoil, i in fight « engag'd 

With fierce Achilles, thunderbolt of war, 

2 round the Trojan walls contendingheroesrag'd) - 
That chief deſcending, ſaga his glittering c 8 


— — 


AnTISTROPHE III. 


Againſt Aurora 8 ſon 1 javelin. threw, 

Which pierc'd his breaſt, and funk him to the ground. 
To call paſt acts of valour back to view, 

And celebrate a chief ſo long renown'd, 

Is what the ancient bards have done before; ; 

But preſent glories moſt affect the mind, 
And thoſe who guide the ſhip with ſail or oar 


Attentive to the waves and ſhifting wind, 
| Obſerve the preſent time, regardleſs of the paſt ; 


| Anda double toils of right to me belong OED 
K 4 Whilſt 
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Whilſt by this glorious ſubject warm'd, 1 haſte 
; To fill with twenty victories my __ 


 Eeops II. 


By t this iluftrious famüly obtained % 

In games held ſacred by the ſtates of Greece 3 
And this new wreath Alcidamas has gain” d 

: Bids us from him expect a large inereaſe 
Of honours | | For Olympia's fields had ſeen 
Where Jove* s high temple Arikes the wond'ring ſight 1 
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Two youths victorious, crawn'd with ouve green, 


— 


5 Succeſsful i in the wreſtler's ardent fight ; 


EGS, 


But F ortune from the heroes ſnatch'd away 


: 
* 
* 


By lots perverſe the honours af that day; 5 
Skilful as dolphins glide along the ſea 


— —— — 


M.ileſia s hands anoint with ſuppling _ 
The champions! limbs, and, torm'd for victory. 
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Their bodies faint not in the glorious toll, 


NOTES. 


1 . 


NOT ESG 


oN THE rn NEMEAN ODE. 


It may be proper to remark in this place, that when 


Pindar compares men with gods, it muſt not be underſtood 
that he means to ſay that any parallel can be drawn between 
; the human and the divine nature. Cudworth, Warburton, 2 


and many other authors of great eminence, have proved 


that the more enlightened Heathens, amid their multiplicity | 


of deities, acknowledged one ſupreme God alone, ſelf- 


exiſtent, the Creator and Father of all things; and conſe- 
quently the inferior deities adored by them were not re- 
garded as independent principles of nature, but as created 
beings, in power and excellence ſuperior to man, who de- 
miyved their birth from one common ſource, and were the 
children of one common father. Legiſlators, heroes, and 
philoſophers, who had benefited mankind by their wiſſom 
and virtue, were ſuppoſed to be admitted after their deceaſe 
into the number of the inferior deities. And Pindar, with 
great propriety, to encourage his hero to purſue the glorious 
courſe he had begun, tells him that great and heroic actions 
will not only entitie him to a laſting fame, but ſecure a Place : 


| * him en a ſuperior order of * 
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5 F. ive : Exerciſes, 


_ SEVENTH 
NEMEAN ODE. 


This ode is inſcribed to Sogenes of gina, who | 
obtained the victory in the Pentathlon, | or "ume. of : 


ARGUMENT. 


a £ this ode Pindar firſt addreſſes himſelf t to the god- 
| deſs Lucina, to whom we are indebted for the gift of 8 
life; but ſays, that among the numbers which enjoy 
that bleſſing, there are few who, like Sogenes, purſue 
the road which leads to true glory. Ægina is next cele- 
brated for the production of good poets, which he ob- 
ſerves is not ſurpriſing, if we conſider that the glorious 
actions of the deſcendants of Macus afford a moſt co- 
pious theme for praiſe. But without the poet's ſong, 
by which the virtues of great men are tranſmitted to 
poſterity, the nobleſt exertions of courage and wiſdom 
would in a few years be loſt and forgotten. The 
mariner, we are told, by contemplating the heavens, 
from certain appearances foretells a ſtorm; at ſuch a 
time he will not be prevailed upon to venture to ſea. 
And as we can with greater certainty affirm that Death 
| ſhakes his dart over our heads, and that one common 
grave receives perſons of all ranks and diſtinctions, we 
ſhould exert our utmoſt efforts to obtain the applauſe of 
the Muſes, which can alone confer immortality. The 
example of Ajax is brought to prove that mankind are 
ſometimes blind to merit; and as an argument of the 
power of the poet to perpetuate the fame of the hero, 
Pindar in a digreſſion gives us the hiſtory of Pyrrhus 
the ſon of Achilles, and on the concluſion of the hiſtory 
lays, | 


[239]; 


ys, that he ſhould dwell . on the virtues of the 
| deſcendants of acus, were he not afraid of being 
thought prolix and tedious. For even thoſe pleaſures 
to which men are moſt attached, and which they purſue 
With the greateſt eagerneſs, are apt to tire by too fre- 
quent repetition. He then applauds Theario, father of 
| Sogenes, for his uninterrupted courſe of proſperity, 
which he conceives to be a juſt reward beſtowed on him 
by the gods for his eminent virtues and rare endow- 
ments; and next obſerves, that free from flattery, and 
| ſuperior to fear, he ſcorns the mean attempts of en vy 
and malice to injure. his reputation. At length the 
poet returns to the ſubject of his ode, and praiſes 
Sogenes for his courage, ftrength, and dexterity diſ- 
played in his conteſts in the Nemean games. He next 
' thinks it proper to return his thanks to Jupiter, who 
preſides over thoſe games, and is ſaid to be particularly 
favourable to the inhabitants of Agina, This leads 
him to ſpeak of Æacus, and the ſtrict friendſhip that 
ſubſiſted between that hero and Hercules. But rnan, 
he ſays, even when actuated by the moſt enlarged bene- 
volence, cannot confer on a fellow creature any favour 
| comparable to thoſe bleſſings which we daily receive 
from the gods ; he therefore ſupplicates Hercules in his 
deified ſtate to animate the breaſt of Sogenes with a love 
of virtue, to encourage him to proceed in the glorious 
courſe he has ſo happily begun, and at the fame time begs 
him to make uſe of his influence to prevail on Jupiter, 
Juno, and Minerva to continue to the family of this 
brave youth that proſperity their virtues ſo well deſerve ; | 
and concludes with wiſhing that the love of true glory 
may Inſpire. the breaſts of their lateſt deſcendants. 
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SEVENTH 
| NEMEAN ODE. 


Sraornz 1. | 
Loca, ſeated near thoſe awful maids 
Who ſpin the thread of life, in gloomy ſhades 
| Conceal'd from mortal ſight; thy aid beſtow 5 


Daughter of Juno] for to thee we owe 


Our firſt approach to being, and our eyes 
By thee inſtructed, firſt behold the ſun 
: In all the ſplendour of his glory riſe, 
9 And night ſucceed, his courſe diurnal run. 
D To thee indebted for th attraQtive power 
| Of well- form'd limbs, and Beauty IJ op ning flower, : 
But yet not all of mortal race purſue | | 
The road to glory, ſince the powers of Heaven 
To different men have different talents giv 'n, 
But high rewards attend the noble few, 
Who born with happy omens win the crown 
Like thee, O Sogenes ! in Glory s field, 
Where crouds admiring loud applauſes yield, 


F A tribute due to well- deſerv'd renown. 


ANTISTROPHE x. 


Egina 8 iſle a numerous tribe contains 
Of poets, {kilful in heroic firains ; ; 
Where 


4 141 ] 
Where ZFacus' deſeendants dwell [ The fame 


Of their great acts muſt every breaſt inflame 


With love of glory; ; and the heaven born Muſe 


The happy victor graciouſly regards, ; 
And pours the ſtream of her mellifluous dews, 

| T. o raiſe the genius of recording bards: 
When noble deeds a worthy theme beſtow, 5 


| Swift as the rapid flood the powers of Muſic flow; 5 


| But human virtue would forgotten lie 


In the dark regions of eternal night, py 


* Did not Mnemoſyne s all-piercing light. 
Diſperſe the clouds which ſhade our Wente! eye; 5 


And poets? ſongs rellecting to our view 
Like a bright mirror, acts of laſting fame, 
| Preſerve the hero's and the patriot” s name 


| To meet that t praiſe wank juſtly i is their due. : 


| Eyopz . 

The cilful mariner  foretells a Sa 
When cloudy ſpots the face of Heaven deform ; - 
No bribes will move him then to croſs the main, 
| Tho! fir'd with flattering hopes of preſent gain; 
Such is cur bt F Full well we know that Death 
Shakes o er our heads his dart, and in the grave 


The poor, the rich, the timid, and the braye 
5 Unnotic d lie, unleſs the Muſe” 8 breath 


Her 
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In u robes of fiion dreſt, 

The ſkilful poet leads along | 8 

Th' enraptur'd ſoul obedient to his ſong, 
And fills with grief or joy the feeling breaſt, 8 


: Imperfect are the views of human kind, 

| Miſled by paſſion, and to merit We 
Did Truth and Juſtice the deciſions cider . 
Of human counſels, Greece had ne'er denied 


5 Achilles' arms to Ajax, nor that chief 
And by his death unmerited, afford 


fo The braveſt far, of all the Grecian holt, 
Except Achilles, who acroſs the ſeas, 
The ſails light ſwelling with the weſtern breeze, 
7 Wafted their — to TUSEE 8 diſtant coaſt, 


The mournful regions of the grave 


[1492] 


Her grateful immortality beſtows ; ' 6 


For leſs Ulyſſes to his virtue owes. 


Than to the poet, who in verſe ſublime 
Has ſpread his fame to ran. * 


 STROPHE II. 


Deep buried in his breaſt his fatal ford, 


Too juſt a cauſe for late repentant grief, 


Aurisrror u II. 


Alike receive the mean and great; 
355 . Obedient 


4 143 31 
Obedient to the harſh decrees of F ate, 
We all muſt paſs the dreaded Stygian wave. 
But thoſe great ſouls eſcape the general doom, 


55 Who ſnatch'd by Heav'n from dark Oblivion' 8 gloom, 8 


Live in the poet's rapture- breathing ſong, 

5 Whoſe powers their fame to lateſt times prolong, 
'T hus great Achilles ſon ſurvives, tho far 

5 From his paternal ſoil his bones are laid 

Within thy temple's conſecrated ſhade 7 

Prophetic Phoebus | From the Trojan war : 

Returning with victorious honours grac d; 

: (For bleſt by Heaven, the Grecian arms prevail'd, 

And with ſucceſs the Trojan walls aflail'd ; 3) 

F hen wand'ring o'er the ſea's unmeaſur'd wits 

| From Scyros far he ſteer'd, and with his hoſt 

| of faithful warriors on Fs coaſt | 


Eyops II. 


Epbyra built ! and his extended reign | 

Reach'd o'er Moloſſus? cultivated plain; 

| Short was his life. But to his crown ſucceeds 
A noble race renown'd for generous deeds z z 

To ſupplicate the favour of the god, 

Who o'er the Delphic realm preſides, he bore 

| The ſpoils of conqueſt gain'd on Llion's ſhore, 

And plac'd them decent in the bleſt abode, 
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But in a fatal hour Jifputes ariſe, 

About the beaſts ordain'd for ſacrifice, 
And a baſe hand infix'd a cruel wound, 

; Which ſunk the hero breathleſs to the ground. 


OE 1 STROPHE III. 
His death alarm'd the leaders of the eat, 
Who kind attention pay to every gueſt, 


And all the Delphians mourn'd around his tomb; b 
| But F ate ſevere had ratified his doom, 


And Heaven decreed that in the ancient grove 


| Where Delphi's temple walls encompaſs round, 
70 keep from ſteps profane the ſacred ground, 
A prince of acus' great race ſhould prove 
A faithful guardian of Apollo's fane, 
And in that place his dignity maintain! 
Few words ſuffice to make his worth appear, 
For Heaven appointed him with watchful eyes, | 
To guard the pomp of ſolemn ſacrifice; . 
But thou, gina, lend a gracious ear, 
Whilſt on a noble theme my voice I raiſe, 


| An 1 thy great ſons and Jove 8 deſcendants praiſe, 


AnTISTROPHE III. 


Whoſe numerous virtues ample harveſts Field 
Of laurels is gather'd in the martial field. 


But 


161 


But e'n thoſe pleaſures mortals like th beſt 
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Will ſatiate ſoon, if not reliev'd by reſt ; 


X * 
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For what more ſweet than honey” 8 luſeious hure! 
What ſo delightful as the vernal flower | 

Of Beauty, pluck'd by Love's refiſtleſs power? : 
Yet theſe delights will pall, by frequent uſe, 

To trace the varying temper of each mind, 

For different purpoſes by Heaven deſign'd, 

The Muſe attempts not, fearful to offend ; 


Fortune to ſome E kind, to ſome ſevere, | 
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But none can boaſt of happineſs ſincere, 


And days of glory « oft i in clouds deſcend ; 
Nor can we alter the decrees of F ate, 


But to Theario, H Heaven prolongs the ow | 


Eros III. 5 
Of human bliſs. Who generous, great, and good, 


Unites to wiſdom, manly fortitude, 


Whol were form'd alike for peace and war, 

A b I, from fear od fatery —_ 

Malignant Envy's ſecret ſhafts deſpiſe, 

F or taught by Truth, heroic worth I prize, 

And tyrant Vice ſhall ne er be prais'd by me. 

But grateful as the pure tranſlucent ſpring, 

Th' unfading wreath of Poetry I bring FTE 
EK, - N 8 


_ 
To crown the hero with immortal fame; 


A tribute e actions — 8 


sraorus Iv. 


Nor will Achaia's ſons of me complain, 
Whoſe region ſtretches to the Ionian main, 
If! by a love of truth and juſtice led, 
5 The name of Pyrrhus thro' the world is ſpread, 
Our ſtates the bands of amity unite, 
And peace ſubſiſts, and hoſpitable rite; 5 
To this I add, that all mankind I view 


- With Candour's modeſt and indulgent eye, 


| To worth and merit give the praiſes due, 
And from contentions vain with horror fly. 
In future times, my love of truth made known, 
| My friends, with voice unanimous, ſhall © own 
I never blam'd a Juſt or worthy deed, 
Nor did my praiſe the bounds preſerid'd exceed. 
| To thee, O Sogenes, I now declare . 
I ne'er will ſuffer my impetuous tongue, | 
| Like javelins by unſkilful warriors flung, . 


To miſs the mark, and ſpend its . air. 


Auris RO EE IV. 


Before the ſun had reach'd his noon-day height, 
Thy rival by his fall conſeſs d thy might EY 
Thy 


091 


6 Thy ftrength uninjur'd by the ſolar heats 

And all the vigour of thy ſoul complete. 
Short was thy labour ! but the conqueſt won; 
Will fill thy days with well-deſerv'd renown. 
0 ſuffer me the victor's wreath to bear, 

And fir'd with noble emulation, raiſe 

| My ſong above the ſtyle of common praiſe, 
And worth ſublime in lofty {trains declare. 

No chaplets now of fading glory weave, 
Theſe to inferior merit ſafely leave; 5 
But ſuch as may the wrecks of time ſurvive, 
Thy courage to reward the bard ſhall give, 

If the kind Muſe will lend her beavenly aid, 

To form of poliſh'd ivory and gold 

A crown, with ſprigs of breathing flowers enroll'd, | 


| Such honours to the worthy Would be aid. 


. Eropz W. £ 

| Then, Muſe divine, begin the long with Jove, 
N The firſt, and greateſt of the gods above, 

| And while the hymn' s ſweet notes delight the ear, 
To him we ſhould prefer our orateful prayer; $ 
; His power o'er Nemea's ſacred games preſides, 

| And with ſucceſs the happy victor crowns z | 

But chiefly he regards Agina $ ſons, ©. 

| And to the throne of Fame their footſteps guides 
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[148] 


As ancient records tell=to mighty Jove | 


* 


Egina bore the fruit of mutual love 
IIIuſtrious Eacus, whoſe noble race 


| From age to age ſucceſſive honours grace. 


Sraornz v. 


He, oreat companion of my country 8 pride, | 
The Theban Hercules: his favour won, 
By ſacred bonds of kindred blood allied, 
One common ſire, the brother heroes own. 
5 If pure benevolence the breaſt inſpire, 
Man yields to man thoſe aids his wants require 5 
But when the ties of long acquaintance bind, 
And Friendſhip” s ſacred flame exalts the mind, 
In richer ſtreams the tide of bounty flows, 
| The heart approving, as the hand beſtows ; 
But from protecting Heaven we all receive 
Far greater bleſſings than mankind can give; 
- And thou Alcides, whoſe reſiſtleſs arm 
Giants ſubdued, and hideous monſters ſlew, 
The breaſt of Sogenes with virtue warm, 
And bid him ſtill continue to purſue 


Y The glorious courſe his anceſtors have run, 


Ip him already with ſucceſs begun. 


ANTI: 


[149], 


\ ANTISTROPHE V. 
As i in the car the poliſh'd beam i is plac' E 
Between the wheels, the generous ſteeds to guide, 
| Thus is thy manſion Sogenes embrac d, 
| | With temples, fanes, and groves on every y fide 
Sacred to great Alcides Power divine ! ! 
Deign to regard us with a look benign, 
And ſupplicate for us the gods above, 5 
Minerva, Juno, and thy father Jove; 
Their power alone our bold attempts can bleſs, 


Their lenient balm alone relieve diſtreſs, | 


Safely conduct us through life 8 treacherous ways, 


And with their clue unravel every maze. 

And may theſe gods continue to preſerve. 

To this brave youth, and to his rev'rend fire 

| That proſperous ſtate their virtues well deſerve! 

May unextinguiſh'd burn that facred fire 

Which warms their breaſts, and to all ages ſhine 

In their deſcendants long-extended line ! 

Epos V. 

Perhaps: the Fates propitious have decreed” 

| The ſons ſhall e'en their anceſtors exceed, 
And in the toils of war and arts of peace 
Continue ſtill to flouriſh and increaſe. 
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4 150] 
My ſe ſoul with indignation and diſdain 
Regards the envious and malicious tongue z 
Never, O Pyrrhus, did my artleſs ſong | 
Thy glorious deeds with Satire's venom ſtain. 
But yet it argues an intemperate heat 


— 


This my defence too often to repeat. 


And wranglings vain, and frivolous diſpute 


The unform'd minds of filly children (uit, | 


EIGHTH 


5K EIGHTH 
NEMEAN ODE. 


This ode is inſeribed to Dinias the ſon of Mega, 
who gained the victory i in the Foot Race. Is 


ARGUMENT. 


; This ode opens with a noble panegyric on beauty, 85 
5 and the joys of virtuous love contraſted with the irre- 
gular indulgence of our paſſions, which the poet illuſ- 


trates by the example of gina the mother of ZEacus. 
He then celebrates the praiſes of that hero, and ſuppli- 


| cates him in behalf of the city Ægina which gave birth 


to Dinias, and obſerves that human happineſs can be 


of no long duration, unleſs our conduct is ſuch as to 


meet with the approbation of the gods. He then 


|  Mghtly touches on the hiſtory of Cinyras, who was 
favour'd in a particular manner by the gods, and who 
enjoyed a more than common ſhare of felicity. Then 


| breaking ſuddenly from his ſubject, he makes ſome ob- 
ſervations on the paſſion of envy, which paſſing over 


mean and ignoble characters, points it's darts at the 


8 great and good, and laments that even ſome noble 


natures cannot help indulging ſo diſgraceful a paſſion 3 


and gives us an example in Ajax, who, unable to bear 
the indignity offered to him by the Greeks in the pre- 
ference they gave to Ulyſſes in the famous conteſt for 
the arms of Achilles, flew himſelf. The poet then 
5 expatiates on the ſuperior bravery of Ajax, and cenſures 
in terms of great mi, the miſapplication of the 
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[ 152] 
powers of eloquence when employed to tarniſh the luſtre 
of great and heroic, and to raiſe and dignify mean and 

| fraudulent actions. Then in his own perſon he ad- 
dreſſes his prayer to Jupiter, and implores the aid of 
that god to confirm him in the reſolution he has formed 
of following uniformly the dictates of Truth and 
Honour, by which he muſt certainly obtain the applauſe 
of the wiſe and good, and the blefling of his children 
and deſcendants, who will glory in the virtue of their 
anceſtor ; that whilſt the minds of ſome men are occu- _ 
pied in the purſuit of wealth, his ſole object is to . 
5 acquire reputation by his poems, and his higheſt ambi- 
tion is to have it ſaid of him after his death, that in 

| his odes he never failed to praiſe the virtuous, and cen- 
ſure the vicious. The firſt of comforts. in aflition 
(he ſays) is the converſation of a faithful friend ; ; and 
to heroes who have encountered toils and di fficulties in 
the purſuit of glory, nothing is ſo conſolatory as the 
ſongs of applauding poets ; that although it is not in 
his power to recal Megas the father of Dinias back to 
life, yet he can confer immortality on him by inſcribing 
his name on the Muſes' column, and that he never feels 
greater pleaſure than when he celebrates deſerving men, 
He concludes with : an encomium on 1 poetry. 


EIGHTH 


e SIGHTH..-- 
NEME PR ODE. 


 Srropus I. 


: Ivory rever'd by men below and gods above 5 


| Herald of Venus and ambroſial Love, 
Delighting Rill to fix thy ſeat 38 

| On virgin eyelids, ſoft and ſweet, 

= Thoſe happy few enjoy thy kind regards, 5 

ö Whoſe fouls ſerene and pure, Religion guards, 
ö While others, led aſtray by wild deſires, 

ö Are doom'd to burn in unextinguiſh'd fires ; Wy 


Tis Wiſdom's part to ſeize the preſent hour, 


. While bloom the ſweets of Youth's fair op? ning flower, 


To ſhun the dangerous ſnares of lawleſs love, 


| Content it's chaſte and calm delights to prove. 


3 AnTISTROPHE 7 

| And ſuch Ægina was thy nuptial bed! 

| Around the Loves their fluttring pinions « bresd, 
| And bleſt the god's embraces with a ſon, 

g Who i in the liſts of fame conſpicuous thone, | 

| Enone's King ! of more than mortal might, 


In council prudent, matchleſs | in the fight; 


| Struck with the ſplendour of his glorious name, 


g ; Attendant crouds his nn deeds proclaim; ; 15 
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The neighbouring heroes gaze with wond'ring eyes, 
0 And to his worth ſuperior yield the prize, 
Unaw'd by conqueſt, bend beneath his ſway, 
- Admire his Tires and his will obey. 


10 E 


Ey n Athens ſons, Who plough a ragged foil, 
A nation hardy and inur'd to toi], 
Confeſs his power, with Sparta- 8 valiant band, 
Whoſe realm the brave Pelopidæ command. 
To thee, O Facus, 1 ſuppliant — . 
To thee I offer up my prayer, 

Zgina' 8 much-loy'd city to defend, 
And make her valiant ſons thy care; * 
The Lydian crown of harmony 1 bring, 

: And firike the various-ſounding ſtring, 
For Dinias i in the courſe victorious ſhone, 

His father Megas, equal honours won, 8 
To both the lofty ſong I raiſe, | 
And ſupplicate the powers divine to bleſs 


This grateful monument of praiſe ; 


For all the bliſs that mortals can poſſeſs, 5 
nleſs the gods approve, will ſoon decay, 
And like a baſeleſs viſion fade e away. 


STROPHE 


11861 


STROPHE 1. 


7 he gods to Cinyras propitious gave 
"Treaſures immenſe, the Cyprian iſle 
| Encompaſs'd by the ſtormy wave, 


|  Rewarded well his generous toil ; 


5 With outſtretch'd feet, and panting 8 1 ſtand; 


E - Subjects like theſe, no common powers demand. 


Already much by poets have been ſung, 0 
And what remains muſt meet the eritic's s eye, 
Eager the ſhadow of a fault to ſpy, 
And feed the envious and malignant tongue : : 
For Envy loves to point her fatal dart | 
Againſt the generous and benignant heart, | 
While baſe, ignoble ſouls her power defy, 
Dnnotic'd live, and unregretted die. - 


| AnTISTROPHE II. 


| ImpelI'd by her, the ſon of Telamon 
Plung'di in his breaſt his oft. vigorious ſword, 
And thus, his courſe of glory run, 5 
Periſh'd the haughty Salaminian lord : 
Altho' unſkill'd by pompous eloquence 
To charm the heart, and captivate the ſenſe ; 
. Yet his brave arm in many a well-fought field, 
Had with his blood illuſtrious trophies bought! 
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: But the ungrateful Greeks his worth forgot, 
When to his rival they affign'd the ſhield : 
Deceiv'd by Rhetorick's lures, and ſpecious lies, 


They to Ulyſſes gave the long-conteſted prize, 5 
Robb'd of his golden arms, the hero pin'd, 
And his great ns to black deſpair reſign d. 


" i II. 


| Superior to Ulyſles, ſhone the name 
Of Ajax, in the bloody field of N 
With ſteadier courage he maintain d his ground, 
And his brave arm infix'd a deeper wound. 15 
| When great Achilles fell, by Paris lain, ; 
His valour then to all was known, 
5 By toils diſtinguiſh'd on the Trojan plain, 
8 The ten long years the Greeks beſieg' d the town: : 
Tho war and peſtilence their rage conſpire, 
The force of man, and Heaven's ornnging ire. 


But eloquence a ſure retreat affords, 


Beneath the ſhelter of ambiguous words, 


For baſe deſigns, and mean and fraudful arts. 


; Skilful by well-turn'd periods to delude, 


| It s fatal poiſon cruelly imparts, | 
Deteſted by the truly wiſe and good, 


Who ſee with grief, unworthy actions prais'd, 
5 And Vice exult, on Virtue's ruins rais'd, 


STROPHE 
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SrRO RHE III. 
5 May no ſuch paſſions cer moleſt 
The tranquil temper of my breaſt, 
O father Jove ! but rather lead 

My ſteps through Honour 8 Simpler ways, : 
That when I'm number'd with the dead, 
The virtuous may record my praiſe, Tin aa 
5 And my ſurviving children bleſs my name, 


And glory in their fire 8 tranſmitted: fame. 
"Os heaping gold ſome minds are wholly bent, 


And others wiſh for fields of wide extent, 


For me alone, [ ſcek the applauding voice 

ME thoſe who in my lyric ſtrains rejoice z 3 

Till i in the earth my languid limbs are laid, 

Inclos'd i in Death's impenertible ſhade; 

: This be my wiſh, to raiſe the ſtrain ſublime, 

And bid the virtuous live through endleſs tine; 
But on the ſoul degenerate, mean, and baſe, 9 


To hx the mark of horror and diſgrace. 


AvTISTROPHE III. 


= For as a youthful tree, when fed 
By vernal dews, erects it's head 
And rears it's branches to the ſkies, 


Thus virtues flouriſh and increaſe, | 


_ Applauded 
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Are thoſe who feed on Hope's deluſive bane, 


; Applauded by the good and wiſe ; ; 
For acts of valour, and the arts of peace, 

We ſee the hero and the patriot ſhine, 

And round their brows eternal laurels twine. 
To ſoothe the woes which human life attend, : 
N o balm ſo grateful as a faithful friend, | 
And ah ! how ſweet ! with toil and labour tir'd, | 
To hear the ſongs of bards by Heaven inſpir'd ! 


But chief the Tragic Muſe, whoſe powerful ſtrain 
: Calls heroes from the grave, and bids them live again 
With unexpected objects ſtrikes hs cht, 
And fills the ſoul with wonder and delight !— 
To raiſe thy ſpirit from the realms beneath, 
Re. animate thy form, and bid it breathe, 


Fron III. 
Exceeds my power, O Megas !—Weak and vain 


| Whole minds ambitious teem with wild deſires, | 
And all their glory i in a ſmoak expires, * 
But yet my {kill to thee ſhall raiſe 
The Muſes' column clear and white, 7 
On which inſcrib'd thy well-earn'd praiſe, 
Shall ſhine in laſting colours bricht; 
For twice victorious, with unwearied force, 
| Thy feet ſuſtain'd the labours of the courſe, = 


[159] 
5 Much I rejoice to touch the ſounding lyre, 
When high heroic acts my verſe inſpire. f 
5 Sweet Poetry, thy voice can charm : 
The bed of Sorrow and Diſeaſe, 
The paſſions of their rage diſarm, 
And Anger and Revenge appeaſe: 
In earlieſt times, ere Thebes' proud walls were nam'd, 
The Muſe to — deeds the ſoul of man inflam d. 
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NOTES 


ON THE EIGHTH NEMEAN obr. c 


: 6 « Superior to Ulyſſes ſhone the name 


It ſeems to me worthy of remark, that the Greek poets 
whe ſucceeded Homer, notwithſtanding their veneration for 


| that great father of poetry, ſeldom ſpeak favourably of 
Ulyſſes; and this appears the more extraordinary, as 

Achilles, Ajax, Agamemnon, and the other heroes of the 
Thad, are never mentioned by them but with applauſe and 


admiration. But we ſhould confider that the characteriſtic 


qualities of theſe laſt· mentioned chiefs, viz. courage and 
conduct in the field, elevation of ſentiment, and nobleneſs of 
nature, are independent of cuſtoms and manners, and in all | 


ages and countries will neceſſarily engage the approbation 
and praiſe of mankind. But the ſtriking feature in the 


character of Ulyſſes was wiſdom, a quality which is neither 
fo accurately defined, nor fo independent of external cir- 
cumſtances as heroic virtue. It is not therefore to be won- 
dered at, that perſons living at diſtant periods and in dif- 


ferent ſtages of ſociety, ſhould not entertain exactly the ſame 
idea of wiſdom. —In Homer's time the cunning and deceit 


of Ulyſſes, which may be conſidered as the greateſt blemiſhes 


in his character, were regarded as prudence and circum- 


ſpection, and might be partly neceſſary to ſecure a perſon 
from the violence and treachery of mankind, in an age 

when laws were imperfect, and the power of the magiſtrate 
too feeble to puniſh daring offenders. But afterwards, when 


ſociety grew more poliſhed and civilized, and men were 


taught t to ſubmit to the uſeful reſtraints of civil government, 


a more 


& 


[161] 


a a more free and liberal intercourſe took place between the 
members of the fame community, and which extended in a 


certain degree to ſtrangers. Every man found a protection 


from injuries in the laws of his country. Deceit and cun- 
ning were no longer neceſſary, and were ſeldom made uſe 


of but to circumvent and defraud, and conſequently were 


held in abhorrence by wiſe“ and good men. Thus, thoſe 
actions of Ulyſſes which are praiſed by Homer as happy 


expedients dictated by wiſdom, have been conſidered by 
ſucceeding poets as the low arts of craft and falſhood, not 


only unbecoming a hero, but unworthy of a man; or in 


other words, the circumſtances of the times and the neceſſity 
of the caſe reconciled the mind of Homer to practices, 


which to a more enlightened age, e in all their 
: mcanneſs and deformity. | 
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NINTH. 
NEMEAN ODE. 


This «i is interne to 8 of Etna, whe 
obtained the victory in the Chariot Race. 


AR GUMENT. 


| The poet « 8 with e Chemins for a 
wdr obtained by him in the Chariot Race at Sicyon, 
where Adraſtus firſt eſtabliſhed heroic games in honour 
of Phoebus. This leads him to a long digreſſion, in 
which we have the hiſtory of Adraſtus and the Theban 
war, which terminated ſo unfortunately for the ſeven 
chiefs who engaged in it. Aſter deſcribing the horrors 
of that war in a ftrain truly ſublime, the poet petitions 
Jupiter to continue to the citizens of Etna and the 


By whole iſland of Sicily, the bleſſings of peace and liberty, 


and avert from them the miſeries of war. After ex- 
tolling the citizens of Etna in general terms for their 

generoſity, wiſdom, and fortitude, he proceeds to the 
praiſe of Chromius, and enlarges on his ſkill in war, 
his modeſty, and above all his courage, and preſence of 
mind in danger; and as virtues of this ſort raiſed the 
name of Hector, and rendered him a ſubject worthy the 
: praiſe. of ſkilful bards, ſo will Chromius's name de- 
ſcend to poſterity with equal honour, ennobled by the 


poet's ſong. That the joys which flow from a ſenſe 


of religion, a clear conſcience, and a love of virtue and 
true glory, are the rewards which Heaven has reſerved 
for the good and great to conſole them 1 in the decline of 
_ lite, 


11631 


life. That theſe bleſings are - poſſeſſed by in 
and cannot fail of raiſing him to the higheſt pitch of 
human greatneſs and felicity; but he cautions him not 

to attempt to exalt himſelf beyond the limits of our 
mortal ſtate, leſt he ſhould incur the dif pleaſure of the 5 
gods, with whom it is not only fruitleſs, but dangerous, a 
to contend. Pindar then obſerves, that the poet's ſong 
; adds conſiderably to the pleaſures of the feaſt; and as 


ol : glorious deeds require a {trength and a boldneſs of 


conception, he addreſſes himſelf to the goblet, and 

5 launches out into a panegyrick on wine, which he ſays 

is of wondrous efficacy in raiſing the poet's ſpirits, 

and inſpiring a bold ſublimity of thought, and concludes 

with an invocation to Jupiter to enable him to do 

juſtice to his ſubject, and celebrate his hero 1 in ſuch a 
manner as his eminent virtues deſerve, 


. NINTH 


3 NINTH 
NENMEAN ODE. 


* 

Brem the feſtive ind the choral ſong, 

Ye Muſes nine, from Sicyon, ſacred ſeat 

Of Phoebus, and the harmonious ſtrain prolong, 
Tin far, and wide, the numbers ſoft and ſweet, 
Reach Atna's new built city, where the door 
Of hoſpitable C hromius open ſtands, ef 
Fond to relieve the ſtranger and the poor, ; 

And ſpread the plenteous board with liberal bands. 
5 With bold conceptions bid my verſes glow, 

And with a ſweet and eaſy cadence flow, 

For ſce, where Chromius guides his conquering ſeeds, 
Which once o er Sicyon' s verdant meads 
Impetuous fle w, fleet as the winged wind, 
And left his lagging rivals far behind; 
Latona and her twins rejoic d to ſee 

"To him adjudg'd the prize of victory; ; 

For to thoſe powerful deities belong | 
- "The Pythian games, great ſubject of my ſong. 


II 


6 Our anceſtors, with auth and juſtice wic 


That actions great and glorious, to deface, 
And 


[165] 


And cover merit t with Oblivion” J ſhade, . 
Argu'd a ſoul degenerate, mean, and baſe. 
For this, the gods the tuneful bard deſign d, 
With the ſweet magic of harmonious lays, 


To fire with Glory” s charms the generous mind, 


* And ſpread to late poſterity, the praiſe 


: Of virtuous deeds. Now ſtrike the golden lyre, 5 
And bid the pipe it's ſmriller notes inſpire, „ 
| Whilſt we record the winged ſpeed and force 7 

Of Chromius' ſteeds, victorious in the courſe, | 

Which fam'd Adraſtus, near Æſopus- flood, 


Decreed, i in honour to the Delphic god. 


But ſince that hero's name has paſs'd my tongue, 
His glorious acts muſt not remain unſung; ; 
Well he deſerves i in laſting verſe to live, 


2 And Virtue” 5 higheſt honours to receive. 
III. 
He then o'er Sicyon' $ happy people reign . 
And with illuſtrious deeds the city crown d, 
And ſolemn feaſts, and manly games ordain'd 
For thoſe brave youths who ſeek i in fields renown' 'd 
The victor s Prize, who whirl along the and 
| The rapid car, o or in fierce conflict bend _ 
Their pliant limbs, or raiſe with ſteady hand 


The ponderous quoit, or in ſwift race contend, 
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10 ſhun the evils of domeſtic rage, 
Unwilling with his friends a war to wage, 
He left his Argos, and paternal ſeat, 
. Nor choſe the fierce Amphiaraus to meet, 
Who now uſurp'd his kingdom, for no more 
| The ſons of Talaus held the ſovereign power ; ; 
Oppreſt by force ſuperior, and compell'd 
| To ſhifting Fortune's harſh decrees to yield ; 


But yet tuis ſcene of miſeries and woes, 


Adraſtus, with his wiſdom could compoſe. 


IV. 


| He to the ſage Amphiarau aſfign d 
The young Eriphyle, whoſe charms ſubdued 
His ſoul, in nuptial bonds endearing j join'd, 
The pledge of friendſhip and of faith renew'd. 
Thus to their throne reſtor'd, the ancient race 
; Of Argive kings once more reſum'd their reign, 
And with the fair-hair'd Greeks the foremoſt place 
Or honour held, and led the embattled train 
To Thebes' high walls, whoſe portals ſtretching wide, 7 
7 Diſplay her ſtrength, her courage, and her pride. 
But as the army mov'd, no happy ſign 
N rom flight of birds, the Augurs could divine; 
Nor did Saturnian Jove, whoſe arm controuls ; 


The thunder 8 dreadful roar, and ſhakes the poles, 


Advi le 


1 267 


Adviſe them by his lightning 5 vivid glare | 
To ſeek the horrors of a diſtant war, 
But urg'd them by repeated ſigns, to un 


The approaching ills, r nor on deſtruction run. 5 


= Now Gaben u the troops in pomp, and proud array, es 


: Nor ſaw the impending woes decreed by F ate: 
Bright ſhone the foot in brazen armour gay; ; 
The manag'd cavalry in ſolemn ſtate _ 

| Mov'd lowly on. At length they reach the banks = 

6 5 fam'd tl Thebes-encircling ſtream, 5 
And on the plains adjoining form their rank, 
And of victorious trophies fondly dream. 


I Alas what numbers on that fatal ſhore 


in cruel battle _ will view no more 


= Which 3 | VERY lk of "APRN Peay 
: Seven are the gates which crown the T heban wall, 
And ſeven brave chiefs before the City fall. 
Jove with his lightning bade the earth divide 
It's ſpacious breaſt, and in it's caverns wide 
| Receive Amphiaraus, his ſteeds, and car, 


| And all the glittering implements of war. 
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8 
With Periclymenes engag'd in fight, 5 


Amphiaraus unuſual fears betray? d, 
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And ſtrove to ſhun impending death by light, Tx 
Struck by the god, affrightec, and diſmay'd ! 
W hen Jove with terror chills the guilty ſoul, 
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Vain is the art of man, and nought avail 
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The ſons of gods his vengeance to controul; 


3 


F or in this raſh attempt the braveſt fail. 
-Oh, fon of Saturn hear! 
And if the Fates permit, regard my prayer : : 
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Protect from war Sicilia“ 8 happy ſhore, 
And let the din of arms be heard no more; 3 : 
Bid the fierce African his rage forbear, 
And far avert Phcenicia's dreaded ſpear, * 
With gifts of nature and of fortune bleſt, 
8 Of plenty, peace, and liberty polleſt, 
May Atna's ſons, attentive to the RE 


Of virtuous freedom, ſtill maintain their laws, 


VII. 


yo by Wiſdom fram'd ; and Nill may Juſtice guide 
TT heir counſels, and the civil arts of peace, 
3 To happineſs and virtue near allied, 


We heir ſplendour; fame, ang liberty increaſe, | 
 Endow d 


[169] 


: Endow'd with dive minds and generous hearts, 
Skill'd in their ſpacious meads the ſteed to rears 

5 Above the low purſuit of ſordid arts, 

A virtuous name, not riches, is their care. 

85 Incredible the truth I now unfold! 5 

The fatal power of all- ſubduing = gold,” 
Which checks the vigour of the modeſt mind, ; 
And taints the ſoul for glorious acts deſign d. 

But ſhould we follow Chromius to the fight, . 

Where rang'd in military ſplendour bright, 

7 The horſe and foot their di fferent forces j join, 

| And form with art the long-extended line, 55 
Or ſee him, calmly brave, the dangers meet 


; of warring ſees, when fleet encounters fleet; 1 


v 11. 


| Our voice impartial a pronounce him great! . 
For form'd by Modeſty to Virtue” 8 laws, 
From War' 8 dire horrors to relieve the ſtate, 
And conquer glorious i in his country's cauſe, 

Is all his aim! How few among mankind, 
When ſenſe of preſent danger chills the heart, 
EY Poſſeſs the ſteady fortitude of mind, fp 
T h' 3 ſtorm with prudence to ert, 


And turn ks of vengeance on AS "OR = 
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: Virtues like theſe, the name of Hector rais ; 
By ſkilful bards for deeds heroic prais d, 
And as Scamander* s ſtream his worth beheld, 
; Diſplay'd in all the terrors of the field ; 
Thus on Helorus' banks, which riſing ſteep, 
| Confine the river in a channel deep, 
Clad i in bright arms conſpicuous from afar, 
| You firſt ns dls the _— of the war. 


In honour of that great and ſignal day, 
The place auſpicious yet retains the name 
Of Mars' s field, ambitious to diſplay _ 
| The early bloſſoms of thy youthful fame, | 
And which unfolding, i in thy riper age, 1 
Impell'd thee glorious i in the duſty plain, 5 
In all the toils of battle to engage, 


And combat bravely on the ſtormy main. 


Thuy noble acts atchiev'd, ſhall flouriſh long, 
By me recited in ſome future ſong. 
| Youth ſpent in virtuous labours, gilds the ſcene 
| Of life's declining days with joys ſerene, | 
When conſcience pure from guilt, the boſom ann, 
Glory exalts, and true religion warms, 
: Such are the envied bleſlings which await 
The toils and conflicts of the good and great. Te 
Bleſings, 


ml 


Bleflings, 2 Chromius | | which the powers of Heay' n 
To thee, with hand beneficent, have giv'n. 

X. 
Thoſe who to power and ample wealth have j join d 
The laſting ſplendour of a glorious name, 
Command the admiration of mankind, _ 
And reach the higheſt pinnacle of fame ! 


Beyond theſe limits, we attempt in yas 5 


Our narrow views impatient to extend, 


Since F ate, and Heav'n's high will, our powers reſtrain 4 


Nor can we with th' immortal gods contend, 

As cheerful thoughts i in modeſt language teſt 
Exalt the pleaſures of a temperate feaſt, 

Thus to the victor, with freſh garlands crown 'd, 
Grateful the bard's harmonious verſes ſound ; : 
But glorious deeds a ſtrength of voice require, Y 
And generous wines conceptions bold inſpire ; * 
Then pour with liberal hand—the goblets fill! 
And bid the vine it's fragrant j juice diſtil! 

Of wond'rous power the poet's ſong to OY 


With 2 ſublime, ſweet "— of praiſe ! 


XI. 
Rear high the 8 goblets |—crown the bowl 
With the rich offspring of the fruitful vine, 
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[ 172 ] | 
Whoſe potent juice eit and cheers the foul ! 
(The goblets ſacred to the powers divine 
Latona's offspring ) which on Sicyon' s plain 
| Thy rapid ſteeds, illuſtrious Chromius won, 5 
Deſtin'd a laſting trophy to remain, 1 
5 Join'd to the victor" s fair inwoven crown, 
; Of thy heroic worth —0 father Jove ! 18 
Hear ! and propitious to thy votary prove! 
To reach this hero's praiſe my verſe inſpire, | 
And with ſublimeſt thoughts my boſom fire; ; 
Bid ſtrength and harmony united ſhine, 
To raiſe and animate the glowing line; 
And this brave victor's virtues celebrate, 
In numbers, like his actions truely great. 
Then ſhall my Muſe each groveling thought deſpiſe, | 
| Whilſt to the diſtant mark her well-aim'd arrow flies. 
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NOTES 


ON THE NINTH NEMEAN ODE. 


6 « Now march d the troops” — on 


One of the mol memorable events in -ths early hiſtory of 


Greece is the Theban war, which originated in the conteſt _ 


for the crown of Thebes between Eteocles and Polynices. 
On this intereſting ſubject we have two noble tragedies 
The ſeven chiefs againſt Thebes of Eſchylus, and the 
Pheniſſæ of Euripides. Statius has likewiſe made it the 
ſubject of his heroic poem the Thebaid. 5 5 


Amphiaraus was a celebrated Aug ur, who foreſceing the | 
diſaſtrous event of the Theban war, concealed himſelf; but 
his wife Eriphyle, bribed by a jewel of conſiderable value, 

diſcovered his retreat to Adraſtus, who compelled him to 
follow him to the war. The manner of his death is related 
by Pindar in this ode with his uſual ſablimity. Amphiaraus = 


was afterwards worſhipped as a god. Of the ſeven chiefs | 


who engaged in this war, Adraſtus alone ſurvived : he is 
reported to have lived to a great age. Euripides, in his 
tragedy of the Supplicants, has placed the character of that 
venerable hero in a very advantag-ous light. This tragedy 
contains the nobleſt ſentiments and. the brighteſt examples 
of heroic virtue that are to be met with in any dramatic | 
_ compoſition extant, not only 1 in the Greek, but perhaps i in 
207 lan guage, 
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TENTH 
NEMEAN ODE. 


Inſcribed to Thywus the ſon of Ulius, who o obtained 


the PRO in Wreſtling. 


A RGUME N T. 5 : 
The poet begins this ode with the praiſe of the City 


. Argos, which he celebrates for it's heroes in ancient 
times, viz. Danaus, Epaphus, Tydeus, and Amphia- 
raus; and as theſe chiefs are extolled for their valour, 
Danae and Alcmena are not leſs praiſed for their beauty. 
Pindar next mentions Jupiter's amour with Alcmena, 
and enlarges on the warlike qualities of Amphitryon, 
and the birth and deification of Hercules; but checks 
himſelf in the midſt of his career to celebrate his hero 
Thyzus, whom he applauds for his victories obtained 
in the Pythian, Iſthmian, and Nemean games, and 

| ſeems in the prophetic ſtyle of poetry to promiſe him 

5 the ſame ſucceſs in the Olympic games. We have 
next an account of the honours he acquired at Athens 
15 at the feaſt of the Panathenæa, and many encomiums 
are paſſed on his illuſtrious birth and the great atchieve- 


ments of his anceſtors; and from the circumſtance of 


one of his family receiving Caſtor and Pollux in his 


houſe, the poet takes the opportunity of giving us, in 


| long but beautiful digreſſion, the hiſtory of thoſe 
heroes. The death of Caſtor, and the ſubſequent 
conflict between the ſurviving brother Pollux and the 
aſſaſſins Lynceus and Idas, aredeſcribed with uncommon 
fire and ſpirit. And the ode concludes with the gene- 
rous reſolution of Pollux to thare his immortality 
with his Waders : 


TENTH 


TW TENTH 
NEMEAN ODE. 


| STROPHE 1. 


- Ve Graces, ſeated high on Hoi of 401d. 
Begin the ſong, and all the powers unfold 
_ Of verſe harmonious, to record the praiſe 
0 Argos, where the much- fam'd Danaus reign- nd, 
. Whoſe fifty daughters, with their ſwords profan'd 
| The nuptial bed, to all ſucceeding days 
A dire example | Juno's lov'd abode 
Fair Argos, City worthy of a god 3 
The virtues of thy ſons reſplendent mine, 3 
| A thouſand actions generous, good, and greats WE 
The hiſtoric ſongs of ancient bards relate, 2 
And long it were, of Perſeus deeds to tell, 
| How by his ſword ſubdu'd Meduſa fell; 
Or ſing the glories of the Argive line, 
How Epaphus o'er Egypt held his reign, 
And fill'd with ſplendid towns his wide domain ; 5 = 
How Hypermneſtra, gentle, kind, and good, 
8 conſented not to ſhed the blood 
Of her lov'd conſort, but the gods ador'd, 
And buried in the ſheath the fatal ſword, 


Avr 


[196] 
| AnTISTROPHE I. 


The glotious fate of Tydeus valiant ſon 
Adds luſtre to thy well-deſerv'd renown ; 
| Who, highly favour'd by the blue-ey'd maid, 
From hence tranſlated to the bleſt abodes, 
Now lives rever'd, a god among the gods. | 
” The opꝰ ning earth a cavern wide diſplay” 'd, 
: Struck by the arm of Jove, and as he doom” d 
In it's vaſt Jaws Amphiaraus entomb'd, 
Oiclus' ſon, a warrior and a ſeer ; 1 
With nis embattled troops he mov'd along, 
A! like a cloud with threatening aſpect hung 
On Thebes? proud walls! Nor leſs than 8 5 charms, 
Beauty s reliſtleſs power our boſoms warms z J 
And firſt j in form and excellence, appear 8 
Thy fair-hair d daughters, Argos! 17 o the bel 
Of Jove, were Danaë and Alcmena led ; 
This ſpeaks their praiſe Th ſons, not leſs admir' d, 
 Adraſtus' fire, and Lynceus, both inſpir'd 
=, Heaven, with regal virtues, matchleſs might, : 
TO. pure law, and Wiſdom: 8 ſacred — 


Frxropr I. 

From the ſame race the bold Amphitryon ſprung, 

: Whoſe arm in war the lord of thunders ſtrung; * 
Thrice 


1977] 
| Thrice happy mortal to that ood allied ; 


For when array'd in braſs and ae ſe, 
Beneath his ſpear the bold Teleboas fell : 
The king who rules the immortals, Jaid aſide 
5 His awe-commanding looks, by love impell'd, 

And in Amphitryon' J form his majeſty conceal'd, 
His palace enter'd, and with eager arms 
| Embrac'd Alcmena, bright with bluſhing charms, 
And in his ſtrong embrace impreſs'd the ſeeds 
Of Hercules, admir'd for noble deeds, 

An offspring worthy his immortal ſire, 

Who now exalted to the realms above, 

Lives bleſt i in blooming Hebe s wedded love, 95 
The faireſt nymph of all the heaven! y choir, 
Attendant on that goddeſs? ſacred rites, 

Who leads conſenting! hearts toH ymen's chaſte delights 


Srropns II. 

My voice, which narrow limits bound, 2 
Fails in it's bold attempt to tell, 

How Argos“ ſons in virtuous acts excel; 
Or could I mention all her chiefs renown d, 
The number infinite would ſwell the ſong 
With bold tranſitions, and digreſſions long. 
Faſtidious judges ſicken at my lays, 

And the tir'd ear rejects repeated praiſe ; | ons 


c 178 ] 

. But yet, 0 Muſe ! [ exert. thy Kill, 
And ſtrike the various-ſounding chords, 
Whoſe modulated notes may aid my words, 

. Their glorious purpoſe to fulfil $ 

To ſing the victor s fame and wreſtler 8 prize, 
Obtain'd at Juno's 8 ſolemn ſacrifice, 
When claſhing arms emit a martial ſound, 


5 And ſummon all the noble youth around, 


3 5 To Jove's imperial bride their vows to make, 


ons And in the glories of the day partake s 


Twice has Thyzus, Ulius' happy ſon, N | 
Sweet fruit of glorigus toils, the victor 8 chaplet won, 


AwT1STROPHE II. 


: At thoſe high games, where Greece ber pride Giplays 
2 And pours her heroes forth from every ſtate, 
Deeds of heroic worth to celebrate, . 
When every boſom glows with love of praiſe, 
And the fam'd Pythian, or the Iſthmian plain, 5 
Or Nemea's fields th' aſſembled chiefs contain. 
Victor in each, by general voice declar d. 3 
His fame ennobled by the tuneful bard, 
; Thrice, where proud Corinth's iſthmus bends, 5 
5 Receding from the double ſeas | | and where, 
With verdure clad, the Nemean fields appear, 
And rich Adraſtus' realm extends, 
Thrice 


1791 

: Thr rice bas he gain'd the prize | 1 O father Jove [ 
May this, my ardent prayer, ſucceſsful — 
25 While I reveal the ſecrets of his breaſt, 
9 8 Too long by ſilent modeſty ſuppreſt ; 

Thy power alone the hero's hopes can bleſs, - 
And crown his labours with deſerv'd Tuecalh, 
To thee he comes, and bears a valiant mind, 

For toils of war, and glorious adts deſign'd. | 


a 3 2 2 — — n , SM : 7 : — of : 
_— . * 8 v 5 
* - . * * 


Ero II. 


His fond deſire to wear the Olmgic crown, 

SH To thee, O Jove, ſupreme of gods | is known; 
For higheſt honours on thoſe champions wait 
Whole ſtrengta and {kill the viRtor's wreath obtain, 
By Hercules decreed, on Piſa's plain 

To fill with joy the valiant, good and great. 

| Twice did the envied crown his brows inveſt, 

At great Minerva's ſacrificial feaſt. 

And Athens' ſons, in meaſur'd dance and ſong 


His praiſe reſounded, as they mov'd along, 


| And to reward his well-deſerving toil, 


Pour'd i in the earthen vaſe the ſacred vl, 
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7 The valued prize, the chief triumphant bore z 5 
5 f Argos by Jove 8 imperial bride approy” d, : 
- And far above all other Cities loy 'd; 1 
. „ 
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Proud to diſplay the variegated vaſe, 


Whoſe ſides enamell'd, painted ow grace. 


 Srropns mn 


Thy great ſucceſs i in manly games, proceeds, 
Thyzus ! from thy mother's noble blood, 
| Whoſe ſtream has through ſucceſſive heroes flow'd, 
| ' Renown'd for brave and generous deeds. 885 
The Graces, and fair Leda's ſons beheld 2 
| With joy, their labours in the glorious field. 
Did not thy actions juſtly merit fame; 


Yet great deſcendant of a noble line, > 


Where Antias and the brave Thraſyclus ſhine ; 3 . 
Thou from thy country 8 grateful voice might'ſt claim 5 
| Thy ſhare of honours, nor can Argos hide 
A chief to ſuch illuſtrious names allied. 
- Thy city, Prœtus, fam'd for generous leds, os 
Has oft reſounded with their noble deeds, 
And Corinth's iſthmus witneſs'd their renown, | 


285 And fair Cledne gave the victor's Ss crown. 


 AxTISTROPHE II. 5 


And Sicyon too, their virtue to reward, 
To them adj udg'd the ſilver goblets, bed 
With figures, by the artiſt's hands enchas'd ; 
And proud Pellene their "uw worth declar', | 


When 


[18] 


= When it confer'd the victor 8 eie prize, 

And ſaw them clad in robes of various dyes ; ; 

But all their various trophies to run o'er, 

Their brazen ſhields, their tripods form'd of gold, 

Much time requires, in order to unfold 

The vaſt amount of their exhauſtleſs ſtore, | 
"Tegea, Clitor, all Arcadia' $ ſons, 

And fair Achaia, with her ſplendid towns, 

Their worth rewarded with unſparing hands, 

: Where fam'd Lyceum' 0 ſacred mountain ſtands, ; 

When with reſiſtleſs might they bore aways 


In every game, the honours of the day. 


4 m. 


8 Since Pampliane, # thy illuſtrious line, 
: Receiv'd within his walls the powers divine | 
Caſtor and Pollux, why ſhould we admire 


| T hat his deſcendants ſhould excel i in arms. 


. And feel their breaſts inflam'd with Glory 8 charms, Ins 


Proud in the games to emulate their fire? 
Theſe warlike gods, from Spartan lineage ſprung, 
To glorious deeds excite the brave and young, 

; And join'd with Hermes, fam'd for arts refin'd, 
And great Alcides, of unconquer'd mind, 

| O'er all the various games of Greece preſide, 


And to the end propos'd the happy wien guide. 
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| The wiſe, the FRY the brave, engage their e care, 
Feel their protection, in their bleſſings ſhare, = 
ny And thou, Thyzus, mayſt with juſtice claim 
The kind aſſiſtance in thy road to fane 
Of gods, who in themſelves, examples prove, 


Of friendſhip, valour, and fraternal ic 


' STROPHE IV. 


5 Aueh one ſeeks the bleſt els. 
1 85 Plac'd near bis ſire, and ſhines among the gods; ; 
Meanwhile the other, in the ſecret cells 
1 FORE Therapnæ's gloomy vallies dwells ; ; > 
85 Thus each ſucceſſive day they change their ſtate, : 
And thus fulfil the fix'd decrees of Fate 8 
Por Pollux, of eternal life poſleſs'd, 5 
Es. Relinquiſh'd Heaven's high Joys, to ſave 
By death alternate, from the dreary grave 
His much- lov'd brother Caſtor , who in pr ide 
Y "Of ho and beauty 8 bloom, untimely died. 
For Idas' fatal javelin ſtruck his breaſt; 
| Who burn'd againſt the chief with lawleſs rage, ; 


_— 


Vet feardin open fields þ his valour to engage. 90 


| ANTISTROPHE Iv. 


Fro rom the green ſummit of Taygetus nice. 1 
55 Lynceus caſt around his wide-commanding ſight, 


[183] 
And ſaw heave Caſtor unſuſpicious laid 
Beneath an ample oak's extended ſhade. 
Soon as his piercing eyes the chief beheld, | 
(His eyes in quickneſs all mankind excell'd) | — 
With Idas join'd, he ran with winged feet, 
And while unarm'd the valiant hero ſtood, 
They both imbru'd their hands, remorſeleſs, i in his blood. 
L Ordain'd the wrath of Leda's ſon to meet, 
Purſu'd by Pollux, at his fire? s command, 
At length, the audacious brothers make a land 
Near to their father's tomb, and boldly dare 8 885 
To wage 5 the you unequal war. 


Eropz Iv. 


Then ſeizing f from the tomb a 3 ons tone, 


On which engrav'd great Pluto's image ſhone, | 


They threw at Pollux ! but they threw i in Win, EE 


| No wound enſu'd, nor did the god retreat, 
But puſhing forward with impetuous beat, : 
5 Eager the glorious victory to gain, 


Wav'd in his hand the ſpear which piere'd the fide, So 


And humbled i in the duſt Lynceus' pride; 

And Jove, who view'd the conteſt from on high, 
| From the dark regions of the middle ſky. 
With arm unbar'd the forked lightning threw, 


Which ſwiftly darting, glar d with ſulphur blue, 1 
SET N4 And 
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And fix'd on Idas. In the walting tits 
The warrior with his brother chief expires, 
No friend to ſhed a tear, or mourn them dead, 
By dire ambition to deſtruction led. 
Raſh the attempt, ſuperior power to bend, 
And with the gods in impious war contend. 


sraornz v. 


His 8 0 erthrown, the pious Avi ſow. 

To where his brother felt the treacherous an ys 
And ſoon his eyes the wretched Caſtor found 
Not yet expir'd ! [ But from his breaſt he drew 
Quick ſobs and ſighs, and on his faultering yonges 
The lingering flame of life unwilling hung : 
Struck with the dreadful ſight, the hero ſhower'd 
A flood of tears, and while his grief he pour d, 

'T hus loud exclaim'd—« O thou, who rul'ſt above, 
« Father of gods and men, Saturnian Jove! 

6 For ever muſt this tide of ſorrow flow, 

And muſt my tortur'd ſoul no reſpite know ? 

cc „Let me my immortality reſign, 


0 And i in the ſhades of death my | brother j join ; * 


„ Periſh'd with him, my every joy expires, 


60 Glory s bright charms, and Friendſhip's ſacred fires, 

$6 F ew men, alas! deſerve the name of friends, 

65 When diack Misfortune with her train attends : 
wi. AnT1- 


| AnTISTROPHE v. 


« Say who will then afflicted merit own? 
He finiſh'd; and the god, with pity mov'd, 
Return'd this anſwer to his much- belov'd 

= Receive content! Thou, Pollux, art my 710 3 
6. But Leda, after ſhe had bleſt my arms, 

« To Tyndarus reſign'd her blooming charms ; * 
« Thy brother Caſtor ſprung from this embrace; 
cc Tho great in arms, yet mortal was his race. 
« As ſuch, a victim to the dreary tomb! 

But thou, exempted from the common doom, 

« Calmly attend to what 1 now propoſe: 5 

« Wilt thou, ſecure from death and human woes, | 
« From age decrepid, and from flow diſeaſe, 

« Lead with the gods a life of endleſs caſe, 

« And ſhine for ever with unclouded light, 


44 Rais d to the Heavens, with ſtarry e bright, 


„With great Minerva, patroneſs of war, 
60 And Ports who wields the death-infliting ſpear, 


Epopꝝ V. 


« « Or if f ty foul by fond affection fed; 

$6 Is hx'd to raiſe thy brother from the dead, 

« This I decree—On him thou may'ſt beſtow 
10 An equal portion of thy vital flame, 
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+ OF Tot move and animate his diet "I | 
0 And while thy ſpirit! ſeeks the realms below, 
Thy brother Caſtor, re-inſpir'd with breath, 
« Shall join the gods, and leave the realms of death ; 
"6 But when to Heaven's bigh ones thou ge thy 


5 4 flight, 


"08 Then muſt he ſeek again t the ſhades of night, 

fo 40 And thus alternate life and death receive. : 
5 Thus ſpake the god, The youth, who 1 0 to live 

Without his brother, with undaunted mind 
| | The terms accepted, and to fate reſign” d. 


5 


And from the gloomy ſhades of death abhorr d 


His Caſtor to the light of day reſtor d, 
Whoſe tongue it's native powers of ſpeech reſur a, 
. Whoſe vivid eyes celeſtial hre illum'd, 


FIRST 


48 FIRST 3; 
ISTHMIAN ODE. 


This ws is | inſcribed. to Herodotus, who giine the 


| victory it in the Chariot N 


ARGUMENT. 


Pinder opens this ode with an addreſs to his native 
| city T hebes, and after ſetting forth that the love of 
| our country, parents, and children, is of all ties the _ 


| ſtrongeſt ; he humbly implores the pardon of Apollo 


| for preſuming to write on any ſubje&, before he had 
compoſed a hymn to his honour, which he acknow- _ 


| ledges that he had long promiſed. But excuſing him- 


ſelf by the glory and ſplendour of the games he intends 
| to celebrate, he obſerves that no leſs than ſix of his 
countrymen have obtained the prize at the Iſthmian 


games, and by their victories have added honour to a 


| city which before was renowned for the birth of Her- 
cules : but that the ſubje&t of the preſent ode is the : 
| victory lately obtained by Herodotus in the Chariot | 
Race, who was not indebted, like many other con- 


| querors, for his ſucceſs to the {kill of his charioteer, but 


who drove his chariot himſelf, and conſequently de- 
rived all his glory from his own merit. The poet 
| next compares him to Caſtor and Tolaus, whoſe praiſes 
| he celebrates. Then returning to the ſubject of the 
| Iſthmian games, he enlarges on the virtues of He- 
{ rodotus's father, and obſerves, in a ſtrain truly noble, 


that the praiſes of the poet, however ſweet and pleaſing, 


are 
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are but a ſmall reward for the toils and labours to 
vhich the great and good ſubject themſelves to procure 
for their fellow creatures, peace and ſecurity: that 
Heaven has indeed imparted to mankind various gifts; 
that the ſhepherd and huſbandman are contented if 
they procure a bare ſubſiſtence; but by the warriors, 
and thoſe who excel in gymnaſtic exerciſes, greater 


rewards are expected, and on them poets beſtow that 
applauſe which ſurvives the grave and extends to tle 


moſt remote poſterity. After an addreſs to Neptune, 

| who preſided over the Iſthmian games, and to whoſe 
, aſſiſtance Herodotus was indebted for his victory; he 
fer obſerves. that Hercules and other heroes of Bceotia 
| ought not to be paſſed over in ſilence, but that reſtrained 

5 by the ſhortneſs of the time allowed him, he is under a 
neceſſity of checking every tendency in himſelf to 


digreſſion; and that he cannot even enlarge ſo much 
on the merits of Herodotus as he wiſhes, left he ſhould 


offend his modeſty, but he moſt ardently hopes that 
be may obtain the ſame ſucceſs in the Olympic and 


Pythian games, as he has already met with in the 


Iſthmian. The poet concludes with obſerving, that 

thoſe perſons Who indulge a low and ſordid turn, and 
affect to deſpiſe the atchievements of great and il- 
luſtrious men, are puniſhed after their death by * 
oblivion which They ſo well deſerve, 


FIRST 


FIRST 
ISTHMIAN ODE. 


Sraornz 4 


0 Thebes ! whoſe ſons amid th' embattled field, 
| Bear on their nervous arms the golden ſhield, 
Mother ador'd 1 to thee, of right belongs 

The firſt, the faireſt of thy poet's ſongs ; 

Thy high commands ambitious to N = 

All other cares beſides are caſt away. 
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O may not Phoebus, maſter of the lyre, 


6 

In honour of whoſe name [ rais'd the ſtrain 4 
Sublime, of my unfiniſh'd work complain, 1 
| And ceaſe to warm me with his ſacred fire; 1 

What ſtronger ties the virtuous breaſt can move, | q 
| Than parents, children, and our country's love? is 
Then yield, Apollo, to my fond requeſt, 9 


And if my labours by the gods are bleſt, 


—— —-„-— 
* — 
* 


| To this my ode, the promis d hymn ul join, 


3 


And celebrate thy pow'r, and majeſty divine. 


— — - x £5 a 2 
1 2 0 — = K N 
r 6 CE 2 n TONE oy Be 
— — - "A . als * 1 


 AnTiSTROPHE I. 


In Cza's iſle, by ſeas encompaſs'd round, 
While the gay choir in active meaſures bound, £5: 
Thy name, O Phcebus, whoſe broad ſhoulders bear, 
Untrain'd by art, a waving length of hair, 0 
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- Shall make the valleys ring, the hills rejoice, 
- Breath'd from ſome tuneful inſtrument or voice, 
1555 But now the Iſthmian hills my powers demand: 
Near Corinth's city, and againſt whoſe ſides, 
With ceaſeleſs clamour, roar th* * tides ; 3 
5 For victors, on thy celebrated ſtrand, 

: | Six crowns, O Thebes, thy valiant foas has worn, 
: Whoſe trophies bright, and glorious deeds, adorn | 
Thy city Cadmus, and whoſe well-earn'd fame 
Will crown their country with a laſting name; 3 
8 Within thy walls the fair Alcmena bore x 
Her warlike ſon, renown'd from ſhore to ſhore, 


1 I. 


The great Alcides | Seiz'd with ſudden dread, 
At his approach the dogs of Geryon fled : 

But now I ſtrive the ſong ſublime to frame, 
And celebrate Herodotus, who won, 

Borne i in his glittering car, the victor's crown. 


Not to a charioteer he owes his fame; 
But guiding with a ſteady hand the reins, 
Fleet as the wind, his courſers ſcour the plains. Mes 
To whom this godlike chief muſt I compare ? 
To Caſtor, or Iolaus, fam'd of old | 
For whirling o'er the plain the rapid car, 

Whoſe Names, in dine characters enroll'd | 

Among 


VP ED 


Among the firſt of heroes hold their place, 
Ol Lacedæmon one, and one of Theban race, 


Sraopnr II. 


| Who frequent by their honourable tolls 

Obtain'd the victor's prize, and deck'd with ſpoils 
Their ſtately manſions; 3 goblets, rough with gold, 

7 ripods, and cauldrons, rang'd in order bright, 
To the admiring viſitants unfold 

5 T he illuſtrious owners“ a might. IEP 

: But ſtill their virtues moſt conſpicuous ſhone | 
In the gymnaſtic games and duſty field, 5 
Where naked racers ſeek the wiſh'd-for crown, = 

Or bearing in their arms the maſly ſhield = 

And armour's weight, with active ſtrength and force, 


O' er the wide plain purſue their ſy: courſe. 


AnTISTROPHE U. 


Well kill from far, to throw th” 1 1 fear, 5 
And whirl the ponderous diſcus high in air; 
For then each combatant ambitious ſtrove 

ö (Pentathlon was a name as yet unknown) 

The admiration of his friends to move, 
And bind his temples with the victor's crown, 

| Excelling i in a ſingle game. With this content, 
| They ſought no more our 1 derer and fears to raiſe, | 


But 


- F — 2 2 


Which from the dragon s teeth their lineage trace ; y 
And thou, O Caſtor, ſprung from Spartan blood, 5 
Wbo in proud palaces delight'ſt to dwell, | 

On bold Therapne's high-aſpiring | on 


: Farewell ! For Neptune, and the Iſthmian feld 
Call on my Muſe, her boldeſt ſtrains to yield, 
And near Oncheſtus? celebrated town : 
| Reclin'd Ceſiphus- banks along, 
I ͤ make the victor' s well-deſerv'd renown, 
The illuſtrious ſubject of my ſong, 

And, to the theme ſublime my powers to raiſe, 5 


5 Begin the poem with his father 8 praiſe, 


Whom fair Orchomenos receiv d, 
When driv'n from his paternal ſoil, 
And him, conſum'd with pain and toil, 
With hoſpitable care reliev a, 


1 192 Þ n 


But our brave chiefs, on new adventures bent, 
Riſing ſuperior to a vulgar praiſe, 
In various games the prize of conqueſt bore, 


On Dirce' 8 bank and fair Eurotas ſhore, 


Evops U. 


lolaus, glory at a noble race 


With virtues mild and active ſtrength endu'd, 


Sraorhz III. 


Say'd 


[193] 


5a f from ata vn Dean 


But Fortune now with hooks HEY 

The clouds diſperſing, gilds the ſcene, 

by To Thebes reſtor'd, in every art improv'd, 
Which makes the ſons of men admir'd and loy d, 5 

8 His life he ſpent, by ſage experience taught, 
And foreſight i in the ſchool of e bought. 


AurisraorhE II. 


As Virtue all her votaries leads, 

With active mind and ſpirit unſubdu'd, 

Through toils and dangers, war and blood, 

Thoſe who by great and noble deeds 

Their country honour, ſhould that praiſe receive PR 


Which men of liberal minds delight to =; | — 4 
Then let us ſcorn baſe Envy 8 frown, 3 3 
Blaſting the meed of fair renown ; ; F 
For ſure the praiſes of the tuneful bard, | f 
Tho ſweet and pleaſing, are a ſmall reward * 
For all the toils laborious which await 3 
The bold achievements of the good and great. | 4 
 Erops ny N 

| 1 the gifts by bounteous Hear! n align! d, 5 . 3 1 
To cheer the toils and labours of mankinßed. {5 - 


af 


1941 


| T1 he epherd, bulbandinan, and fer ſtrive, 
With thoſe who plough with ſhips the ſtormy ſe, 
The rage of hunger to repel, and poverty 
With pale diſtreſs, far from their manſions drive: 3 
5 Content a bare ſubſiſtence to poſſeſs, 
With grateful heart the immortal gods they bleſs. 
But thoſe who in the bloody fields of ficht, | 
Orin gymnaſtic exerciſes bear 
The palm of glory by their fkill or might, 
And foremoſt in the liſts of Fame appear; 
On them the gifts of ſweet applauſe attend, = 
And bards to diſtant realms their fame extend. 1 


| STROPHE Iv. 


But Neptune, who to Saturn owes his birth, 
And with his trident ſhakes the ſolid earth; TY 
The god who o'er the Iſthmian game preſides, 5 ” 
And to the goal the victor's chariot guides, 
Demands my praiſe ! for by his ates aid 
Herodotus the prize of glory won; 
Nor muſt we now forget the honours paid 
By Thebes to Hercules, Amphitryon' s ſon. 
Nor fam'd Orchomenos, where Minyas reign d, 
Nor ſweet Eleuſis' celebrated grove, 
Sacred to Ceres ; z nor th' Eubzans train'd, 
O'er the wide plain the rapid car to move. 
e Londen Sa ons FEY 


11551 
AvrisTroras Iv. 
F irſt of the Greeks, on Ilion' 8 fatal frand; 


Proteſiläus fell by Hector's hand, 
His grateful friends to him a temple rais d, 


And Phylace her hero's virtues prais'd. 


Long on this glorious ſubject I could dwell, 
And all the various victories obtain Me” 5 
By brave Herodotus, in order tell ; 
But by the ſhortneſs of the time reſtrain'd, 
I check my thoughts digreflive ; for the Muſe 
Delights not always to employ her lays 
Th' applauſes of the vulgar to diffuſe, 
- But by reſerve to Tgnify her VO 


Epopz IV. 

0 may FR happy victor, borne . 

5 By the nine Siſters' all-inſpiring ſong 

With winged ſpeed, through lucid fields of air, 

Obtain in Pythian fields the laurel wreath, 
And then reclin'd the olive ſhade beneath, 
On Alpheus' banks the prize of glory wear! 


While Thebes ſhall hail the chief with honours crown' 5 


And through her ſeven proud gates his praiſe reſound. 
But he whoſe breaſt by avarice elate, 
Dead to each generous thought, and virtuous aim, 


Contemns the labours of the good and great, 


And ſcorns the arduous paths which lead to fame, 7 
| Knows not, that buried in eternal gloom, . 
E No praiſe will cheer his ſolitary tomb, 
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THIRD 
ISTHMIAN. ODE. 


This ode is leet” to Meliſſus, who ined + the 


i vom in the Horſe Race, 


ARGUMENT. 


The poet bis this ode with the . of equani- 155 
mity, and ſays that thoſe men who are raiſed to a high 


pitch of glory, and poſſeſſed of ample wealth, and yet 
in their proſperity can conduct themſelves with moder- 
ation, are juſtly entitled to that applauſe by which the 

great and good are animated to the performance of noble 


and heroic acts: then, with his uſual piety and good 


_ ſenſe, he obſerves, that the wiſdom of the philoſopher 
and the courage of the hero are derived from Jove, 
ſince his creative hand firſt formed the ſeeds of virtue 
. in the human breaſt, which by proper care and culture 


dered capable of producing ſuch noble fruits. 


That the bleſſings of Heaven are ſhowered down on 


thoſe who have a juſt ſenſe of the obligation of religion 


and morality ; while the weak and the wicked ſink into 
the grave deſpiſed or forgotten, After this exordium, 
as the reader might naturally expect, Pindar extols 
Meliſſus for the equal temper with which he bears the 
ſmiles of Fortune. He then enumerates the two vie- 
tories he had lately gained, viz. one in the Iſthmian and 
the other in the Nemean games; touches on the ex- 
ploits of his anceſtors; and concludes with a moral 
reflection on the inconſtancy of Fortune, from whoſe 
power the gods alone are Fexempt. | 


THIRD 


THIRD 
ISTHMIAN ODE. 


STROPHE. 


Tuosx of the human race who rais'd by Fame, ; 

In fighting fields, the victor? s honours claim; 
And thoſe whom F. ortune s envied favours bleſs, 

Who wide domains and ſtores of gold poſſeſs, 7 

And yet theſe gifts can bear with equal mind, 

Juſtly deſerve the praiſe by men aſſign'd 

a To raiſe the glory of the good and great, 

And ſuch the bard delights to celebrate. 

T he ſage's wiſdom and the hero's deeds, 

O Jove, from thy benignant bounty flow, 2 

. Since thy creative hand firſt form'd the ſeeds 
Of Virtue i in the breaſt, -and bid them grow. oy 

The gods the term of human bliſs prolong 

To thoſe whoſe grateful hearts their power adore, 

| While by the ſtream of Fortune borne along, 

| The weak and wicked fink to riſe no more, 


AvrISTROPHE. 


Of ons actions the reward i is praiſe ; 

| Then let us now employ our loftieſt lays, 

Let us the victor's happy triumph greet | 
With tuneful imba, and with voices meet. 355 
O0 3 5 „ 
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; Thy foul, Meliſſus, form'd ſerenely great, 
Not all the ſmiles of Fortune can elate, 
Tho' Glory ſpreads before thee all her charms, 
| And love of fame thy active ſpirit warms. 


Two verdant crowns thy honour'd temples grace, | 


One, by thy ſkill in Iſthmian fields obtain'd, 


Where tow'ring hills the pleaſant vales embrace 2 
And one, in Nemea's woody regions gain d, 
Within whoſe gloomy ſhades Alcides flew 1 


0 The lion, horrible and vaſt. There Thebes proclaim 4 
| Her ſon victorious, and the honours due 


To thoſe, whoſe winged ſteeds for ſwiftnels fam'd g 


Epopz. : 


Obtain the prize, conferr'd with plaudits loud, A 


Re-echoed frequent by th* admiring eroud. 


His life which acts of virtuous glory grace, 


Brings no diſhonour on his ancient race. 


2 Cleonymus, his grandfire, in his car 
Whirl'd ofer the field, and bore away the prize, 
And his maternal anceſtors, in war 
i Renown'd, who boaſt from Labdacus the riſe 
Of their high lineage, gain'd by frequent ſpoils, 
Treaſures immenſe, the fruit of generous toils. 
As Fortune whirls around her giddy wheel, 
All things of mortal growth a change muſt feel; 
As years roll on, and day ſucceeds to day, _ 
The faireſt monuments of art decay; 
The gods alone immortal and ſublime, 
| Survive the waſting rage of envious Time. 


FOURTH 


FOURTH. bY 
TSTHMIAN ODE. 


T his bh is inſcribed to the ſame Meliſſus who v was x 
8 | the IK of the laſt ode, 8 


ARGUMENT. 


= The port begins with informing his hero that he 
. Ginds it an eaſy taſk to celebrate his praiſe, both on 
account of his own virtues and thoſe of his anceſtors, 


Whom he extols for their noble birth and hoſpitality. 5 


Then obſerves, that ſucceſs does not always attend 


6s great and glorious attempts; for that four of the 


brothers of Meliflus, in one fatal day, fell in battle. 


But that after this adverſe ſtroke of Fortune, more 


185 happy days ſucceed ; as a ſevere and ſtormy Winter is 
frequently followed by a mild and temperate Spring. 
- He then compliments Meliſſus on his victory in the 
Iſthmian games, which he partly aſcribes to the favour 
of Neptune; and ſays that it is attended with this ad- 
vantage, among many others, that it recals to light the 
illuſtrious deeds of his anceſtors, which had long lain 


dormant, He then mentions the victories 8 had 


gained at the Eleuſinian games inſtituted by Acdraſtus. 
The poet next, in his uſual moral ſtrain, obſerves, that 


2 although the victory in every laudable conteſt is won 


8 by Virtue, yet the crown of Glory is conferred by | 
Fortune. This truth he illuſtrates by the example of 
Ajax, who, notwithſtanding all his great exploits in : 

the T rojan War, could not prevail on the Grecian 
0 4 1 chi 


% 
—— — — — 


1 


chiefs to rewnrd his MES with the a arms 1 of Achilles 4 


and, unable to bear the diſappointment, that unhappy | 
hero flew himſelf, and by his death left an indelible 
5 reproach on all the heroes engaged in that War: but 8 


yet, in ſpite of the injuſtice of his cotemporaries, his ; 


name will be honoured and revered as long as the works 
of Homer laſt: next follows a moſt animated panegyrie 


on that firſt and greateſt of poets. And now returning 


2 to the ſubject of-his ode, Pindar invokes the afliſtance 


of the Muſes to enable him to celebrate his hero 


Meliſſus as he deſerves; he extols him for his courage 1 0 
and prudence, and compares the victories he had ob- 


tained over his rivals to the conqueſt of Antæus by 
Hercules, on whoſe exploits the poet enlarges. Then 

mentions his deification, and the feſtivals and funeral 
games inſtituted to his honour at Thebes, at which f 
games we are informed that Meliſſus twice obtained 


the victory, once ſince he had attained the age of man- 


hood, and once when he was a boy, and conſequentlß 
indebted to the ſkill of his charioteer Orſeas, with 


en praiſe the ode concludes, 


ee beer 


FOURTH 
ISTHMIAN ODE, 


STRoPHE 'Y 


Ax. eaſy path thy virtues yield, 

125 Meliſſus! whilſt the ſong I raiſe, ; 

For me to wander through th* Aonian field, 
And ſweetly celebrate thy praiſe, 


| T he Iſthmian chaplet lately wor = 
| Proclaims thy well-deſerv'd renown ! 
And, great Cleonymus | thy noble race, 
While wand'ring through life's devious road, 
F avour'd by ſome protecting god, 
Among the great and happy hold their Place! "ui 


But yet uncertain is our ſtate, 


Obnoxious to the frowns of Fate; 
And ftorms and tempeſts frequent riſe, 
And ſhade with clouds the 3 ſkies. 


Aurisrnor I. 


Thy anceſtors from. royal lineage ſprung, | 


Of Theban bards the favourite theme, 


: Their praiſe has flow d from every tongue 
The tribute of deſery d eſteem: 

| From envy free, the ſtranger they receiv'd, 

And with indulgent hand his wants relic'd, 


Illuſ- 


[202] 


Inuſtrious actions far extend, 

Ennobled by the heay n- taught Muſe, 

Whoſe ſtrains the hero's fame diffuſe 

| To the wide Earth's remoteſt end : 

For Virtue's ſacred powers prevail 
Far as the ſwifteſt ſhip can ſail 

To where Alcides? pillars riſe, 


The breath of F ame's loud trumpet flies, 


Erobs I. 


Content to range within this bound, 8 
Me ſhould not tempt forbidden nnd; 3 
Tho' proud to rear the generous ſteed, 
And well-form'd ranks to battle lead, 

— Succeſs not always will attend 
Our ardent wiſh : in one ſad day, 
: By War's black tempeſt ſnatch'd away, 
br heir lives thy four brave brothers end: 
But now, the dreary winter paſt, | 
No more we feel the bitter blaſt, | 
Or the dark cloud's oppreſſive gloom, 
But vernal breezes, foſtering dews, 
Around their influence mild diffuſe, 
= e the glad earth, and Towers unnumber d bloom, : 


 STROPHE 


_ [$63] 


| STrOPRE U. 


. The * whoſe trident ſhakes the ground, 
Who in Oncheſtus groves reſides, 

Who o'er the Iſthmian games preſides, 
| _ Whoſe fame was ſpread that region round, 
Before proud Corinth's walls were rear d, 

And high i in air her towers appear d, 

Gives to Meliſſus in the glorious field 
The high rewards ſucceſsful labours yield ; 5 
And by the victor's crown recals to light 

Events long buried in the gloom of night, 

And the great deeds his anceſtors deſign'd "0 : 
15 Reſiſtleſs blaze upon the poet's mind; 4 

And drive like Lucifer the miſts away, 

When with his Tar he uſhers in the day. 


hi II. 
Who on t as Eleuſinian plain 15 
Succeſsful drove along the courſe 
The chariot with reſiſtleſs force, 
_ Happy the victor's prize to gain. 
Theſe martial games were firſt ordain'd _ 
By great Adraſtus, who o'er Sicyon reign'd, 
And poets then, illuſtrious acts to praiſe, 
| Tnferib'd on barks of trees their tuneful las; 
Nor 


£ In Homer' 8 ſacred verſe ſhall Jive, 


110 


Nor did our heroes at the games of Greece 
Remit their toils, or court inglorious peace ; Top 
Or pains or labour or ex pences ſpare 
For the light car the generous ſteed 46-r rear. 
No poet s ſong had dwelt upon their name, 
Unleſs hgh acts deſery'd a en fame. f 


| Eeove II. 


Fortune, inconſtant as the wind, 
To Merit is not always kind; 
By Virtue victory is won, 
| But Fortune's hand beſtows. the crown. 7 
We ſometimes ſee the great and good 


To rivals far inferior yield 


The honours of the well- fought field, 


By artifice not ſtrength ſubdued. 

Nor could unhappy Ajax gain 
By martial deeds on Ilion's plain 
| Achilles arms; at which enrag'd, 


Soon as the morn had warm'd the caſt 


He plung'd his ſword within his breaſt, 


To all the Grecians in that war engag d 


= | STRoPHE III. 


| a ds reproach : but yet his name | 


And 


„ 

: And late poſterity record his fame 
Long as the bard's immortal works ſurvive, 

For never yet from any human tongue TIC 
| Flow'd ſuch a copious ſtream of rapturous ſong. 
| Succeeding bards derive their ſtrength and force 
From his divine and inexhauſted ſource, ja 
By him inſtructed learn to charm mankind, 
And 0 er the earth and ſeas unmeaſur'd way 
Virtues ſublime and generous deeds Fs 


| By Space and Time's vaſt regions unconfn'd. 


| AnTisTROPHE 111. 


0 may the Muſe her ſuecour lend, 
And with her torch inflame my breaſt ! 
: Whilſt 1 to heights ſublime aſcend, 
Be all my thoughts in richeſt language dreſt, 
To thee, Meliſſus, I with rapture bear 
A crown thy worth ſo well deſerves to wear. . 
| In thee ſuch different qualities unite 
The lion's courage and impetuous might, 
The fox's prudence, who, ſupinely laid, 
51 Checks the fierce thunder of the bird of Jove, 
That thoſe brave chiefs who dar'd thy ſtrength to prove 


$a Have dearly. for their vain preſumption paid; 


Ero 


= | 266 ] : 


|  Erops III. 
| Vnlike 0 Orion in \ thy. ſize, | 


N No limbs gigantic ſtrike our eyes, 
Blut dire and terrible in fight, 


Thy vanquiſh'd rivals own thy might; ; 

- Alcides thus, with mind elate, Was 

To hierce Anteus* palace came, : 

Inſpir'd by Glory s generous flame, £ 
And all thoſe motives which affect the great * 5 
Ae paſs'd from Thebes his native foil 

To Lybia, fam'd for corn and oil, 

And there he quell'd the tyrants pride, : 


_ Whoſe arm his gueſts unhappy flew, 


And their bare ſkulls expos'd to vie, | 
In Neptune s ghaſtly fane with crimſon dy'd; 8 


Sraornr iv. 


| : Son of Alemens whoſe adventurous foul. | 
: Explor'd the ſpacious earth from pole to pole; : 
And boldly failing o'er the wat'ry waſte 
5 The ſecrets of the hoary deep he trac 'd, 
M.onſters ſubdu'd, and in the bleſt abodes 
He now reſides, a god among the gods. 
Exalted thus by Ægis bearing Jove, 5 
And bleſt wih all the joys of wedded lor, 


1997), 
On golden thrones repos'd, in Hebe's ſmiles 
He meets a juſt reward for all his foils 3 


Ev'n Juno, by the power of virtue won, 


0 Beholds with —_— looks her huſband's fon, 


Arrherserns Iv. 


| For or whom at tam d Electra 8 gate we a 
And pay our off rings with a grateful hand, | 

The awful fane with circling ſtep ſurround, 

And celebrate the feaſt with garlands crown d, 


Then to Megara s ſepulchre proceed, 


12 honour to whoſe ſons the annual victims bleed : 
Soon as the Sun withdraws his ſacred light | 

The prieſts begin the ſacrificial rite, 

Through the dark gloom the fires conſpicuous glare, 


And gems and ſpices ſcent the ambient air, 


And till Aurora paints the orient ſkies 9 
5 The —_—_ Lame 3 the grateful . ariſe, EY 


Eros IV. 


: The ay in ſolemn games we ſpend, 
And thus the rites funereal end ; 

And here around our hero 8 head 

The myrtle wreaths their Bene ſhed ; ; 
Twice has the herald's voice aſlign'd a; 


To him the honours which await 5 
5 The 


bees! 


Tbe happy vitor's envied ate ; 'F 


1 Seince years to manhood form'd his mind, # 
| | TY Once when a boy, his generous horſe | 
= -* | Surpaſs'd his rivals in the courſe ; | 


Praiſe to the charioteer is due, 

Wo held with firm and ſteady hand 

The ſteeds obedient to command, 

While © 0 er the plain the car r impetuous flew. 
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NOTES 


o THE FOURTH ISTHMIAN ODE, | 


8 Then to 0 Megas - ſepulchre proceed, — 


Megara was the daughter of Creon King of Thebes, and 


wife of Hercules, by whom he had ſeveral children, who 


were ſlain by that hero together with their unhappy mother 
in a fit of madneſs. For Juno, incenſed againſt him for the 
death of Lycus, deprived him of his reaſon, and in his 


frenzy he miſtook his wife and children for enemies. After 5 


the commiſſion of this horrid murder, being reſtored to his 
ſenſes, he was overwhelmed with that anguiſh and remorſe 
natural to a great and generous mind on ſuch an occaſion. 


On this intereſting ſubje& Euripides has written a moſt 


noble tragedy, in which the paſſions of terror and pity are 
worked up to a very high pitch. The dialogues between 
Hercules and Theſeus, who endeavours to comfort him in 
his affliction, may be ranked with the fineſt Pryor? in at N 
moſt pathetic of all . 
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IST HMIAN ODE. 


This ode is inſcribed to Phylacida of gina. 


ARGUMENT. . 


This ode opens with an u dels to Thea, the other 


ol the Sun, by whoſe powerful beams, goid, the moſt 


precious of all metals, is ripened in the mine ; a metal 


| Held in ſuch high eſtimation with mankind, that to 
poſſeſs it they encounter every danger, and expoſe 
themſelves on the ſeas to ſtorms and tempeſts, and, 


what is yet more dreadful, face the horrors of war, 


| where death appears in it's moſt terrific form. The 


poet next tells us that gold is not the reward of thoſe 


who excel in heroic games, but honour ; and thoſe men 
may conſider themſelves as happy, whoſe virtuous la- 
bours arecrowned with ſucceſs, and favoured with the 
applauſe of their rejoicing friends. He then obſerves, 
that his hero Philacidas has been crowned twice at the 

| Iſthmian and once at the Nemean games, and that his 
 brother'Pytheas has likewiſe enjoyed the victor's glory. 
Pindar, according to his cuſtom in praiſing theſe bro- 
tthers, makes honourable mention of Ægina, and hopes 
5 the envious will not repine at the applauſes which are 
| beſtowed on theſe victors, ſince the brave and generous 
are juſtly entitled to the poet's praiſe, and in all coun- 
tries the exploits of their heroes have been ever a fa- 
vourite ſabje for the ſongs of their bards. Thus in 


De ” Etolis, 
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Etolia, the ſons of Oeneus are honoured with games 


and feſtivals, accompanied with poetry and muſic 


Tolaus is invoked as a deity by the Thebans. The 
Argives regard their hero Perſeus with equal veneration . 
and Caſtor and Pollux are adored by the Spartans, who 
on the banks of Eurotas rejoice and ſing their praiſes. 
The poet then obſerves, that Zgina has equal reaſon | 
| to boaſt of acus and his deſcendants, | particularly 
Telamon and Achilles; the former of which, in con- 
= junction with Hercules, conquered Troy; the latter 

accompanied Agamemnon in his expedition againſt 
that city, and performed exploits which filled the world 

with his fame: he flew Cycnus, Hector, and Memnon. 

But notwithſtanding the poet has ſuch a noble ſubjet 
before him as the praiſe of Ægina, he cannot ſuffer 
himſelf to be longer detained by it, but muſt proceed to 
5 mention with honour the iſland of Salamis, which gave 
birth to Ajax, and has been rendered yet more illuſtrious 

by the memorable victory obtained near it over the 
Perſian fleet, and in which the Salaminians bore a 
conſiderable ſhare. On this occaſion Pindar, with a 


paiety and moderation which can never be too much 


praiſed, checks any inclination he might find in himſelf 
to boaſt of the event of a battle in which his country- 
men were ſo deeply intereſted, by aſcribing their ſucceſs 
to Jove, who ſuperintends all human affairs; 3 and con- 
cludes with obſerving that ſome men acquire fame bß 
atchievements in war, others by their {kill in heroic 
games, as they are led by inclination or accidental cir- _ 
cumſtances; but that thoſe who ſteadily encounter 
| dangers and toils for the acquition of glory will N ; 


meet with their reward. SS 5 
| P 2 5 5 FIFTH 


FIFTH 
ISTHMIAN ODE. 


| STroPns L 


: Oz O Mother of that god, whoſe ray divine 0 


| Ripens the gold within the flaming mine, 
Gold, by the race of man ſo much deſir'd, 


5 That in frail ſhips we fearleſs ſtem the main, 1 


And ſtorms and tempeſts brave, d the 8 prize to 
gain; 1 | | 


And | by thy preſence, heavenly goddeſs, fir'd, 
* : Join the fleet courſers to the rapid car, 


85 And face with courage the events of war. 


po  AnTISTROPHE 1. 

: Tho heroic games, not gold, but honours yield, 
: To thoſe who conquer in the duſty field. 

yo For verdant wreaths are twin'd around the hair 
Oft him whoſe ſtrength the wreſtler's part ſuſtains, 

And him whoſe ſpeed the racer's prize obtains, 
Whilſt the approving gods the victor's worth declare, 
Two bleſſings by th' immortal powers decreed, 
With ſweeteſt dew the flower of life to feed; 


Erobz I. 


Pirſt, when ſuccels's our virtuous tolls attends, 


And, next the Praiſe of our rejoicing friends; 3 
| --Whe -: 
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| Who theſe poſſeſſes is poſleſs'd of all, 


Tuhat men can juſtly great and happy call; 


|. Content with mortal gifts, let none aſpire 85 


In power to equal Heaven's almighty ſire. 

Thy brows, Phylacidas, the Iſthmian crown 
Hath twice adorn'd, and Nemea's verdant meads . 
Have likewiſe witneſs'd to thy glorious deeds, 
When Pytheas and thyſelf the victor” 8 haplet 1 won. 
But ſince Egina' s iſle demands my lays, 7 ; 


Can I forget thy valiant ſons to pets. 7 


+ OF Hacus, and with me lead along 


5 The Graces, ſweet companions of wy y ſong, 


£ STRoPHE * 


5 While I extol the fons of Lampo, bon 


BO In fair Egina, where pure Juſtice reigns, 


And Law, not Force, the citizens reſtrains ? 
= Theſe brother chiefs, ſince godlike acts adorn, 
Let not the envious at their glory pine, 
Whilſt I applaud their worth divine, 
And bid my verſe it's choiceſt treaſures yield. TY 
; For fame and honours to the brave belong, 


f : | Acquir'd with danger in the bloody field, 


For ſuch, the poets raiſe their tuneful tongue, 


For ſuch, the ſweet muſician leads the choir, 


Sounds che Chcill pipe, and ſtrikes the harmonious Iyre. 


<P e Aurr- 


2 f ; And thus their names to lateſt times deſcend, 
By Jove himſelf exalted to the ſkies, 
Ador'd by games and ſolemn ſacrifice; 
For this, Ztolia's valiant heroes bend 
Their pliant limbs, and lowly ſupplicate 
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Avrisrxornr II. 


e The ſons of neus, guardians of their ſtate; 
. And Thebes invokes the brave Iolaus, ſkill'd | 
5 To tame the ſteeds and drive the api e car, 
= And Argos ſons, by gratitude impell'd, 
ve Perſeus adore ; and terrible i in war 
Caſtor and Pollux, are the favourite theme 


| By Spartans ſung, on fair Eurota . ſtream, 


Fropr 1. 


Egina's 8 iſle th' heroic virtues grace 


Of Facus, and his illuſtrious race, 


Who twice invaded Ilion' s heav'n-built wall, 
And twice beheld her lofty turrets fall ; 
Once when Alcides led his warlike train, 
And once when Agamemnon ſtem'd the main. 


| Above the carth now ſpeed thy rapid flight 


O Muſe divine | and bring that chief to view, 5 
Who Cyenus and the gallant Hector ſlew, 


And Memnon, cas'd in armour, brave in fight, | 


1261 


a of f Echiopias realm the pride and boaſt, . 

Sunk in the duſt, amid his ſcatter'd hoſt, 
. Whoſe ſpear the ſtrength of Telephus ſubdu · d, 
* through. the plain Ciicus rolls his food. 


sraornt III. 


Si By acts like theſe Egina lifts her WEY 
And to remoteſt realms her fame is. ſpread, 
And bulwarks ſtrong her well built towns ſurround, 5 
While good and virtuous citizens abound. 7 
: A copious ſubject for the poet's ſong 5 
Before me lies, could 1 my ſtrains prolong = 
Let Salamis, for Ajax birth renown, 
N Sprung from gina, to the world declare £1 
The trophies which her ſons acquir'd i in war, ; 
And bid the trump of fame their praiſe reſound, 


AxTISTROPHE UI. 


8 When like a n by Jove in anger ſent 

Againſt the Perſian fleet, their courſe they bent, = 
And ſcatter'd o'er the main their numerous holt : 
But on this ſubject I forbear to boaſt, 
Since jove, ſupreme of gods, as ſuits his will, 


To mortal man diſpenſes good or ill, 


But yet the joy which victory affords e 


Is ſweet and nu, when the e tuneful bard LIN 
7% 1 3 Sheds 


[26], 


f Sheds: the foft honey of e en words, 


Of virtuous e the e reward. 


kross m. 


While ſome acquire renown in fields of fight, 


Others leſs fierce, in active games delight ; 3 


Such i is, Cleonicus, thy noble race, | 
Who midſt the braveſt ſtill maintain their place. 5 
Nor ſhall Oblivion with her mantle ſhroud, 
The glorious labours of the brave and good, 
5 Who i in purſuit of fame, expence and toil deſpiſe ; 
3 And Pytheas too, deſerv'd applauſe demands, 
Who ſpread the rength'ning oil with enten hands, 5 
And taught Phylacidas to gain the prize. 
Now the fair crown of verdant parſley ſpread, 
And with a fillet bind the victor's head, 
While to exalt his name, I join the throng, 
And pay t the tribute of a e t. 


* 1 
1 — 


5 
1 oe Fn os gs gy ing 
| 
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0 This 645 is inſcribed: to Philacidas his brother : 
Pytheas, and his uncle Euthymenes. | 


ARGUMENT. 
5 N As the poet has celebrated the two illuſtrious brothers 
Philacidas and Pytheas in a former ode, he compares 

his ſecond attempt to record their praiſes, to the gene- 


5 rous and hoſpitable behaviour of a maſter of a feaſt who 


| treats his gueſt with a ſecond goblet of wine. Thus, 
ſays he, for them I again invoke the Muſes, and a ſecond. 
time pour on their heads the dews of Caſtalia; that 
they had already offered up their libations to Jupiter for 
their ſucceſs in the Nemean, and to Neptune and the 
Nereids for the victory obtained in the Iſthmian games; 
and could the poet command future events, Olympia 
ſhould reward them with the crewn of conqueſt, and 
thus afford them a glorious opportunity of offering a 
third libation to Jupiter. Pindar then obſerves that 
men of real virtue, who purchaſe glory at the expence 
of toil and danger, riſe ſuperior to the frowns and ſmiles 
of Fortune, and, conſcious of their integrity and worth, 
regard the accidents of life with the ſame indifference 
as a mariner beholds ſtorms and tempeſts from his ſhip | 
when ſafe at anchor. That Lampo, the father of his 
heroes, is bleſt with theſe endowments, and ſcorns 


diſeaſe, old age, and death ; ; evils which make ſuch a 


| 5 deep en on the generality of mankind, He 
then 


[2181 

then invokes Clotho and her ſiſter Fates, who ſpin the 
thread of life, to prolong the days of this worthy man, 
| The poet then launches forth into the praiſes of gina, 


= and ſays, that the fame of her ſons has extended north- _ 


ward to the country of the Hyperboreans, and ſouth- | 
ward to the ſource of the Nile; and that there is no 
nation fo rude and barbarous, to whom the names of 
Peleus, Telamon, and Ajax are unknown. This is 
followed by the hiſtory of Telamon's ſucceſsful expe- 
7 dition againſt Troy, and the conflict between Hercules 
and Alcyoneus. We have next the noble prayer Which 
Hercules offered up to his father Jupiter, imploring his 
bleſſings on his friend T elamon, and that his marriage 
might be crowned with a ſon equal in virtue to the 
father. The god aſſents to this prayer, and Hercules, 
as if inſpired by a prophetic ſpirit, foretells the future 
glory of Ajax. | Returning at length from this digreſ- 58 
ſion, the poet extols, in his uſual manner, his three 
heroes for the victories they had obtained in the Nemean 
and Iſthmian games, and obſerves, that they are in- 
| debted for their glory to the admirable education they 
had received from their father Lampo, who formed : 
them in their earlieſt years to a love of truth and virtue; 35 


and with a panegyrie. on Lampo's virtues, the ode 
Concludes, | 


SIXTH | 


SIXTH | 
ISTHMIAN ODE. 


| STroPnE * 


: As i in a | eaſt the goblet aha round 
: A ſecond time, with ſparkling nectar « crown vd, 1 
Thus for the ſons of J Lampo, I once more 
Invoke the preſence of the Lyric Muſe, 5 
And on them ſhed Caſtalia's heavenly dews.— 
In Nemea's duſty fields the ſacred flower 8 
Of Glory firſt was pluck'd, when Pytheas won 5 
Succeſsful i in the games the victor's crown. 
For this to Jove were pour'd libations due, 
| But now the Iſthmian plains diſcloſe to view | 
New ſcenes of conqueſt, we our offerings Pay by 
This ſecond time to Nereus' virgin train, 
; And Neptune, monarch of the ſtormy main, 
Phylacidas has won the honours of the day, 
Fam'd Lampo' s youngeſt ſon; and could my word 
Command events, Olympia ſhould afford 
A third libation, paid to Jove ſupreme, 


. fair Zgina's ſons my favourite theme, = 


7 Should live ennobled by harmonious lays, 


Aamir 0 and lov'd through, all ae days. 


. * 
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AnTISTROPHE | * 


Thoſe of the human race who nobly dare 

In Virtue” 8 cauſe expence and toil to bear, : 
Are by the gods rewarded with that praiſe = 
Which ever on the good and great attends, 5 
Receiv'd with admiration by their friends, 
Immortaliz'd by poets deathleſs lays. 
Such men, when rais'd to Glory's arduous height, 
The ſmiles and frowns of fickle F ortune flight, 
Safe from the terrors of the ſtormy main, 
Around their anchor'd barks the tempeſts beat i in vain, 5 
With theſe endowments bleſt, ſee Lampo ſhine, 
Who ſcorns thoſe ills which vulgar minds engage, 


Diſeaſe and death, and ſlow- conſuming age. 8 


Then let us invocate with rites divine 
The high-thron'd Clotho and her ſiſter F ates, 


On whoſe dire thread the life of man awaits "i 
| | And ſupplicate thoſe mi ghty powers to bleſs | 
This godlike hero with deſerv'd ſucceſs, 

And to remoteſt times diffuſe the name 


2} Of Lampo, glorious in the liſts of Fame, 


Eyope I. 


ve fons of cus, 1 renown'd of old 


*! 


; Can I 1 your iſle and not diffuſe | 
: T he faireſt wreaths enwoven by the Muſe ? * 
An iſle which gave ſo many heroes birth, 
| Whoſe fame not Hyperboreas' icy ground 
Nor ſouthern Nile's far diſtant ſource could bound. 
In all the various regions of the earth, 
: Say, is there one ſo barbarous, fierce, and | rude, 
80 ill inform'd of actions great and good, 
Which has not heard of Pelius great in arms, 
8 Whom Thetis bleſs'd with all her r heavenly « charms? ? 


STROPHE II. 


| And knows. not "Telamonian Ajax' fame, 

And his great father's more illuſtrious name ? 

Who, great companion of the glorious | toils 
Of fam'd Alcides, led his Argive powers 

In arms delighting, to the Trojan towers, 

And from the conquer'd city reap'd the ſpoils 

To valour due, for fierce Laomedon : 
Refus d to yield the heaven-deſcended ſteed 
Promis'd by him to fair Alemena's ſon. 
When from the monſter” s rage Heſione was freed, 

The C6an iſles, too near to Troy allied, 
Were puniſh'd for that monarchs frantic . 
The ſame undaunted chief ſubdued in fight 
Aleyoneus of more e than mortal might; ; BEE 
Who 


[222] 


Who like a mountain rear'd his horeid head, 

And his fair flocks in Thracian paſtures fed; 
Nor did Alcides fail to uſe his bow— 5 
With all his force the ſounding ſtring he drew, 

Swift as the wind the winged arrow flew, 
And Te the robber to the —— below. 


Aurisraorur II. 


: When « on the ſhore was ſpread the Aber feat 
5 Where Telamon appear'd an honour'd gueſt, 
: | Prepar'd to fail, in warlike garb array 'sd, 


"1M lion's ſpoils, Alcides from the croud | 


© Summon'd his brother chiefs with plaudits loud ; 
Who riſing gravely from his ſeat, diſplay' * 

8 The maſſy goblet fill'd with generous wine, 
And bade Alcmena's ſon libations pour 


To thoſe high powers which on Olympus ſhine, 


And for ſucceſs in arms their aid implore. 


The hero graſp 'd the golden cup emblaz d 
With coſtly workmanſhip, and then uprais d 
His hands to Heaven, and thus preferr'd his prayer: 
1 40 O Jove, ſupreme of gods, thy ſuppliant hear! [ 
« If, ſeated on thy bright celeſtial throne, 
60 Thou &er with pity haſt beheld thy ſon, 
Grant this my fond requeſt! The labours crown 
4 « Of Telamon my friend, with wiſh'd ſucceſs, 
5 e e «An. 


1 
% And with a ſon his happy nuptials bleſs, 


« Equal to him Pn * "RODEN ens 


Eros I. 


cc © Whoſe {vob ben and hardy, cas di in ae, 
In fighting fields ſhall adverſe blows repel ; 
„Not leſs impervious to the ſword and ſpear 
. Than the fierce lion's ſpoils which now I wear; 3 
12 The lion which this arm o'ercame in gate, 
« « My firſt of labours i in the Nemean wood ; 
0 And may this youthful warrior great and good, 
« By virtues mild adorn his matchleſs might.“ . 
He ceas'd, and from above his father ſent 
ö An eagle from the right, a glad portent; = 
Which when Alcides ſaw, with rapture fird, 
He ny prophetic ſpike as one inſpir” d, 


' STrRoPHE UI. 

60 The Lads; O Telamon, to thee ſhall give | 

6 A ſon illuftrious 3 in the works of war, 
: « Who from yon bird which cleaves the lueid air, 
% « T he dreaded name of Ajax ſhall receive.” 
Thus having ſpoke, the hero took his ſeat: 
But from this long digreſſion to return, 
O Muſe divine, the noble acts repeat 
| Which, brave Phylacides, thy race adorn, 

5 And 


[224]. 


And t to Euthymenes and Pytheas pay 
Virtue's reward, the ſweet-reſounding lay; 
But yet applauſe in feweſt words 
Wil 1 the | modeſty of heroes beſt. 


ene III. 


5 The ſons of A thrice obtain'd the prize | 
On Iſthmia's ſands ; and Nemes' 8 verdant made 
A field to exerciſe their worth diſplay d: 
| For this by bards exalted to the ſkies, 
Who on their honourable tribe beſtow'd 
| The ſweeteſt dew harmonious verſe can give, | 
And thoſe who 1 in gina make abode _ 


: Spread wide their praiſe, and bid their virtues live: 'T 


Lampo their ſire, experienc'd, ſage, and grave, 
Approv'd th? advice which ancient Heſiod gave, : 
And taught his children in their 8 youth, 
To tread the _ in, and. of Truth; 


 Erops III. 


5 And by their glorious toils to raiſe his name, 
And add a luſtre to their country 8 fame, 

For acts benevolent by all belov'd, 
Nor was his moderation leſs approy d, 
A moderation which conſpicuous ſnone 
In deeds as well as words, that all beheld | 


How 


[I 


How much i in ſtrength yy virtue be excell'd ; - 
Not leſs ſuperior than the Naxian ſtone — 
Above the pebble ſhines ; and now I bring 
| The limpid water drawn from Dirce's ſpring, 


Near Thebes? proud wall, by thoſe 7 nine RR whoſe | 
FC | ff. 
Commands thi enchanting powers of tuneful fong. 


SEVENTH 


VVV 
ISTHMIAN ODE. 


Inſcribed to Strepſiadas the Theban. 


ARGUMENT. 
The poet t begins this ode by e his 1 na- 


tive city Thebes for the illuſtrious heroes it has pro- 
duced in former days, in which number he mentions 

the names of Bacchus, Hercules, Tireſias, Iolaus, and 
thoſe brave warriors who defended Thebes againſt the 


arms of Argos. He then obſerves, that without the 


= poet's ſong (ſuch is the forgetful temper of mankind), 


the virtues of the great and brave would be ſoon fol- 


ge-utten; and breaks forth in the praiſe of Strepſiadas, 
whom he extols for his ſtrength, beauty, and above all, 
his love of virtue: but at the ſame time that he allows 
him great merit, he thinks that ſome portion of fame 
ſhould extend to his uncle, who bravely fell in fighting 
for his country, on whom the poet beſtows the higheſt 
_ praiſe and compares to Meleager, Hector, and Am- 
Phiaraus: then returning to his hero, he exhorts him 
to moderation, by ſetting forth the unhappy end of thoſe 
ambitious ſpirits who not content with the glory which 
belongs to mortals, have aſpired to heavenly honours, 
and like Bellerophon attempted to reach the habitations 


of the gods; and concludes the ode by ſupplicating 


P hcebus to grant his hero meer. in the "FP 
| games, 


SEVENTH 


 YEVENTH --- 
1ISTHMIAN ODE, 


' STropus I. 


0 Happy Thebes | with plexfure than can't trace 
Th' illuſtrious monuments of former days, 
And the bright virtues of an ancient race 
Of heroes worthy of immortal praiſe; LS 
For Bacchus, beauteous with his flowing hair, 
| Within thy walls firſt breath'd the vital air, 
At whoſe high feaſt the brazen cymbals ſound 
To Ceres ſacred ! or doſt thou delight 
To tell how ſhowers of gold adorn'd the ground, 
When > Jos deſcended i in the gloom of Fans, 


 AnTISTROPHE I. 


And fought Amphitryon' O palace, 1 e 

The ſeeds of Hercules, his glorious ſon, 

When he, the firſt of gods, Alemena bleſt: 5 

Or doſt thou glory in the high renown 

Of ſage Tireſias, or lolaus, ſkill'd 

To guide the rapid ſteeds along the field; 

Or in thoſe heroes of reſiſtleſs might, 

Sprung from the dragon' s teeth, or in that hoſt 

Of warlike youths, who fore'd to ſhameful fight 
The king Adraſtus, and repreſs'd the 8 
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Of Argos! ſons, who ſought their nattve plain, 
When they beheld their braveſt heroes ſlain : 5 
N The Heraclidæ, to their rights reſtor d, 
5 Confeſs'd the power and juſtice of thy ſword, 
When by the Pythian oracle 8 command 
The brave AÆgidæ, a determin' d band, 


And rich Amyclz's ample town ſubdu'd. 

Such the frail texture of the human mind, 

Such the forgetful temper of mankind, 
That ſoon the virtues of the great and brave 
: ' Expire, © conlign'd to dark Oblivion! s grave, | 


| STropns II. 


| Unleſs conjoinyd ith Wiſdom' 's iet flower 
> The poet's ſong „ harmonious, chaſte, ſublime, 

: Whoſe ſoul-exalting ſtrains, and magic power, 

Defy the waſting rage of envious time. 

: Then form the choral band, with voices > ſweet, 

. Strepſiades, the happy victor greet, 5 

Who in the Iſthmian ſolemn games has won, 

Proof of his proweſs, the Pancratian crown ; ; 

His ſtrength and form our admiration raiſe, | 


| But he, ſuperior to a a vulgar praiſe, 


Led forth thy ſons, through ſcenes of war and blood, | 


Win 


- TW} 
With love of virtuous tolls his boſom warms, 


Ennobling thus attractive Beauty S charms. 


AnrrsTRorue II. 


Altho' the Muſes glory i in thy name, 

| With Hyacinthine hair, which o'er their neck 
Redundant floats; a portion of thy fame 

Should to thy anceſtors extend, and deck 

Thy uncle” s tomb ; like thee, renown'd i in fight, 
Who fell, contending for his country” J right; P 
But ſuch heroic ſouls, that praiſe receive, 

| Which grateful citizens moſt freely give; 

And all men know, that thoſe who bravely tis. 
Whene' er their country calls, the toils of war, 
With prudent {kill the gathering ſtorm oppoſe, 


And turn the tide of vengeance on their foes, 


Eropr II. 


Living or 44, to higheſt honours rais'd, | 

; By ſages honour'd, and by poets prais d, 

To their poſterity their fame deſcends, 

And far and wide with ample reach extends, | 
And thou, of Diodotus worthy ſon, 
Struck with the ſplendid acts and fair renown. | 


Of Meleager, and the glorious fall 
Of Hector, e for the Trojan wall; 


LL 
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And greatly dying on the Theban plain 


Amphbiaraus, forewarn'd by Fate in vain. 


Ts Raptur d 1 dwell on their inſpiring breath, 


; By ſuch examples taught, thy life could'ſt yield, 
And gather laurels in the glorious held, 


| STRoPnE u. 


When led by thee, thy troops their 0 je purſu'd. 

Amid the thickeſt ſcenes of war and blood. 

The ſad event, and the diſaſtrous doom 8 

Oft this illuſtrious chief, ſuſpends my fog, 
While ! indulge my grief! But ſee the gloom. 

| Diſperſe, and Neptune bring along 

Soft airs and vernal ſuns, to cheer the mind, 

Too long to adverſe blaſts and wintry ſtorms ics d, i 

Then raiſe the ſong, and round the victor' 8 head, 

i Twin'd i in his hair, the wreath of glory ſpread, 

O may I ne'er the Powers of Heaven offend, 


= While to adorn my verſe my Cares 1 bend, 


wt. 


| Ambitious | in my "OL to a 
"i" herojc v virtues of the good and great, 
The Muſes' {ſweet delights my ſoul engages | 


Calm! y behold the flow approach of age, 
And meet unterrified the hour of death; 


= Borne through the yielding air with wid ſpeed, 
The fam'd Bellerophon, who ſtrove to join 
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For all muſt die. Tho? none can penetrate | = k 


F uturity? 8 dark veil, or ope the book of Fa ate. BH 10 
x And thoſe aſpiring ſpirits Who have tried, JV il 
Z Urg'd by impiety, elate with pride, | 


| | 
| 0 
To reach the ſtar-pav'd manſions of the gods, „„ Lit 


5 Have fail'd, _ Fg from — bleſt abodes, 0 


| Eyops In. 
Like him, who on the Pegaſean led 


The gods, high ſeated on their thrones divine. 


| Attempts unjuſt, at firſt the mind may cheat, = 
| And. ſoothe the paſſions with deluſions ſweet E V — 


po But dire reproach and infamy end, 5 — = 
And Heaven's avenging anger mark their end, Doi og j 


But Phoebus, graceful with thy golden hair, 
Grant that the victor in theſe games may wear 
The envied crown the Pythian labours yield, 
And riſe triumphant in thy favourite field. 


EIGHTH 


Q4 
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EIGHTH. 
IS THMIAN ODE. 


.T his ode i is inſcribe to 'Cleander of Fins | 


ARGUMENT. 5 
This ole appears to have been written about the time _ 


” 61 Xerxes's invaſion of Greece; for the poet, after be- 
ſtowing the uſual praiſes on Cleander for the victories 
he had obtain'd in the Nemean and Iſthmian games, WY 
ſays, that although oppreſt with grief for the danger 
Which threatens his country, he will yet invoke the 
- Muſes to aſſiſt him in celebrating his hero, and, caſting 

all uſeleſs care aſide, will rely on the illuſtrious youths 

which yet adorn Greece, for the defence of his country; 
that the poet” s ſong will ſound moſt ſweet when the 

on enemy finds all his hopes of conqueſt fruſtrated, and 
that he is obliged to make a ſhameful and-precipitate 
retreat to his own country, Greece will then be crowned | 
with immortal glory; but at the ſame time the poet 
obſerves, that whatever confidence his countrymen 
might place in the valour of their troops, yet ſucceſs 


was not to be obtained without the favour of Heaven. 


But as it was beſt to view future events as they appeared 


when enlivened by hope, he will endeavour to diſmiſs 


from his mind all anxious and uneaſy thoughts, and 
: celebrate, as becomes a native of Thebes, the hero of 
gina: for both Thebes and Ægina were the daugh- 
ters of one common father Aſopus; that both the 


nymphs were favoured by Jupiter, who gave to the 


former the city which bears her name, and the latter he 
| honoured with his love; and ZEacus, ſo renowned for 


his 


[ 233] 


his juſtice whilft on earth, that he has ſince been ap- 1 
pointed to determine the fate of the ghoſts in the other 
world, was the fruit of their union. From acus the 
poet proceeds to mention his ſons Telamon and Peleus, 


and particularly enlarges on the happineſs of the latter, 


who was married to Thetis; a goddeſs whoſe beauty ; 
charmed even Jupiter and Neptune, who both were 
deſirous of the honour of her hand, but Themis 


diverted them from their intention when ſhe informed 


them that it was the unalterable decree of Fate that the 
ſeon of Thetis ſhould be greater than his father, and "7 
conſequently the moſt dreadful effects were to be ex- | 
peed from her marriage with either Jupiter or Nep- 6 
tune, and that it ſeemed moſt adviſeable, in order to 
: prevent diſcord and contention, that ſhe ſhould eſpouſe 


e. 


not a god, but a man, and that none of mortal race was 
more deſerving of that honour than Peleus. Such was 
the advice of Themis, which met with the approbation 
of the gods. Achilles the ſon of Thetis and Peleus 
fully confirmed the truth of the oracle diſcloſed by - 
Themis, who in ſtrength and valour far exceeded any 
hero of his time. The poet then mentions ſome of the 
moſt memorable of his exploits, and, after obſerving 
that the great and good are immortaliſed by the Muſe, 


he returns to the ſubje& of his ode, the praiſe of 
Cleander: and firſt he extols Nicocles the uncle of 


Cleander for a victory obtained by him in the combat 
of the Ceſtus in the Iſthmian games; and concludes 
with the enumeration of the exploits of Cleander, who, 
ſo far from diſgracing by an inglorious indolence the 
noble race from which he ſprung, adds conſiderably to 


it 8 Honours by the acquiſition of new victories. _ 


EIGHTH 


. — . . — 
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ISTHMIAN ODE. | 


5 


TS W HAT — poet id to raiſe 


| The ſtrain ſublime, will now employ 

His powers to ſpread Cleander 8 Praiſe, 1 

8 And fir'd with gratitude and j =. 
E Recite the choral ſong, before the gate EY 
Of his lov'd father's manſion, and proclaim 
a That Corinth's Iſthmus witneſs'd to his fame, 
And Nemea' s fields pronounc'd him RN ; 

Victor in both declar'd !—Altho? oppreſt 
0 With grief, I yet invoke the nine 


- Sweet ſiſters, to inſpire my breaſt 


wy : With thoughts expreſſive of my . 


Leet us diſmiſs all uſeleſs care, 
Nor yield ourſelves to black deſpair ; 
Greece can illuſtrious youths afford, 

| Whoſe praiſe with pleaſure we record ; 

And ah ! how ſweet the poet's ſong will ſound, 
When our proud foe ſhall meaſure back the main, 
And mourn his fruſtrate hopes, his ſubjects ſlain, : 

While Greece ſhall live with fame eternal crown 'd; 


3 5 ; When by the aid of ſome benignant god 
We riſe ſu perior to the heavy load 


Which 
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: Which now hangs o'er us, like the ſtone . 
] Of Tantalus for not the force alone 


Of man, can ſave us from th' impending blow, 
Unleſs the gods aſſiſt . the foe, 7s 


1 


But dangers once remov'd, no more 


The ſoul with ſickly ſorrow pines, 


i Then let us ſnatch, whilſt i in our power, : 


The bleſſings Heav'n to us aligns; z 

For human life preſents a ſcene 

Of ſtorms and ſunſhine, good and ill, 

As F ortune whirls around her giddy wheel, 5 

And hopes and fears and ſorrows intervene. | 
Soon would our grief ſubſide, if Jove ſhould bleſs T- 
Our arms, engag'd in Virtue's cauſe, | 
And in his wrath the Perſian hoſt oppreſs, 

: Which now invades our liberties and laws. 

Future events tis beſt to view, 5 

5 Gilded by Hope 8 enliv? ning hue; 

Then caſting care aſide—a Theban born, 


Ægina's hero ſhould my verſe adorn, 


And ev'ry fragrant flower be pluck'd, to twine 
Around his temples, by the Graces dreſs'd ! 
Thebes and Ægina both one father bleſs'd, 


| Aſopus, farour by the . divine 


The 
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The bike of Heav* n the nymphs Aamir d, and gave bs 


The realm which Dirce' s chryſtal waters lave, on 


To Thebes to govern, happy in her ſway, 
5 Her laws the willing multitude obey. 


5 II. . 


And thee gina, heed) maid ; 

1 Within his arms the god embrac 'd, 

| To fair nopia's iſle convey' d, 
| Far failing over the watry waſte z ** 

| Great acus theſe bleſt embraces crown . 
A ſon well worthy his immortal fi ire, 
Who darts from high the lightning's waſteful fre, BE 

| Whoſe f fame, whilſt living, earth could ſcarcely bound, „ 5 

And now- he rules the dead, by all approy” d; 15 
And his great ſons, not leſs admir” 0 - 
For ſtrength and courage, than belov d 8 
F or peaceful virtues. Their deſcendants firs 


By the ſame ſpirit, wield the ſpear 


And flaming faulchion, terrible in war, 


F or prudent counſels both renown'd ; 
But Peleus happier fortunes crown 4.: - 175 
For when th' immortal gods dae ſate, 3 
And Jove and Neptune both deſir'd to prove 
The joys which wait on Thetis“ virgin love, 


And wiſh'd the nuptial rites to celebrate ! 8 5 
„„ PER ĩ i 
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Tho! by * beauty both the gods inflam d, 
At firſt her hand with equal ardour claim'd: f 
But Fate ſevere forbid them to poſſeſs | 


--- Her charms, deſign'd a mortal man to bleſs. 


And ſoon their love ſubſided, when mY heard 8 


The cruel truths the oracle  declar'd. 


5 F or Themis, Kill 3 in Rates to come, 
7 Amid the great aſſembly roſe, 
And Fate's unalterable doom, 
In words like theſe her lips diſcloſe : 
A fon ſuperior to his 8 
40 © Thetis, the ſea-born nymph, ſhall bear ; 
= And if the gods her love muſt hare, 
0 Jove muſt expect to ſee the fire 
8 Of his dread thunder, by the hand 


C Of one more ſtrong and powerful nurbd, 


= « Or Neptune ceaſe his trident to command, 


With which he ſhakes the ſolid world! 


= cc « Ceaſe to contend, and let her charms 


46 Bleſs ſome ambitious mortal's arms, | 


: > Who may rejoice to ſee a ſon 


* As yet unequal'd i in renown, 5 
= Who like the god of war ſhall whirl with fares: 
« The fatal ſpear, and break the ranks of fight, 

« And 
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N And fit as lightning i in it's rapid Aight, 
His feet victorious ſhall purſue their courſe, 


To happy Peleus be the nymph reſi ign'd, 


“ And in the laſting bonds of Hymen j join 'd; 


« « Peleus, the ſon of Facus, whoſe name 


0 < Is not unnotic'd in the liſts of Fame, : 


cc Who drove Iolchus from Theſſalia 8 plain, 


. « And rules with Juſtice all that wide domain. Eo x 


And let theſe tidings be convey'd 
To aged Chiron's ruſtic cell, | 
Nor will fair Thetis, ſea-born maid, | 
« The Heav'ns with new | contentions fill; : 
5 But ſoon as e're the moon | 
« With plenitude of light ſhall ſhine, 
40 Peleus his hand with her” 8 ſhall j join, 
6 And Fate unlooſe her virgin zone.“ 
This ſaid, ſhe finiſh'd, with attention heard 
2 By all the gods, who with an awful look : 
The approbation of their minds declar'd ; 0 
Nor did the wond'rous words the goddeſs ſpoke 
Fail of effect; for Jove, tis wk S ah” 
5 Attention to theſe nuptials paid, 
And much defir'd great Peleus* hand to join 
To Thetis, ſea-born nymph, of race divine | 


L239] 
| Fruit of this union great Achilles ſprung, 
The favourite theme of many a tuneful bard, 
oy Who, his illuſtrious actions to reward, 
Have taught his name to flow from every tongue. 
His ſpear in Myſia 8 celebrated ſoil, 
. Where fruitful vines repay the ander 8 toil, 
From wounded Telephns extracted blood; 
: | Who with his arms the Grecian powers withſtood, 
And op'd a paſſage for the Argive train, 


And Atreus' ſons, to mesure hack the main...” 


VI. 


For Helen he releas'd, and few : 


E Thoſe warlike chiefs of wond'rous might, 


= F rom whom proud Troy her hopes of ſafety drew, 


In vain oppos'd to him in fight. 
He cut the nerves of Ilion, when his hand 
Aurora's valiant ſons ſubdu'd, 

And noble Hector great and good, 
Laid breathleſs on the Phrygian ſtrand: 
And many other chiefs of name 
To Pluto's realms Achilles ſent, : 
| Increaſing thus Egina's fame, . 

And proving thus his high deſcent. 
And tho' his eyes were clos'd in death, 
| Yet the ſweet pet 8 tuneful breath 

| wage Gives ä 
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| Gives to his virtues an eternal bloom 
And ftanding round his honour d tomb, 
The Heliconian virgins love to pour 


Their lamentations, and their voices raiſe, 


Fe or Heav'n delights on mortal men to ſhow” 5 
A portion of i it's bleſſings; and the brave | 
And truly great, when buried in the grave, 
With glory equal to their worth to crown, 
And to exalt their well -deſery*'d renown, 
The Muſes nine, who on Olympus dwell, 
Inſpire the ſong, or ſtrike the ſounding ſhell. 


VII. 


Ly My Muſe her let drives along, 


i Great and heroic acts to praiſe, 


And by the ſoul-ennobling ſong 


A glorious monument to raiſe 

To Nicocles, whoſe courage won, 
On Iſthmia's celebrated ſands, 
Bearing the pond'rous ceſtus in his hands, 
The Doric Parſley's envied crown. 
In other games he frequent gain'd | 
The victor's prize, and many a blow 
With ſtrength invincible ſuſtain'd, 
And laid his proud aſſailants low, 


To ſpread to Earth's remoteſt bounds their praiſe.” | | 


Sunk 
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Sunk by his arm reſiſtleſs ! Nor his race 


Does brave Cleander | by his acts diſgrace : 
Then for the victor, let ſome hand prepare 2 
- A myrtle wreath, to twine around his hair. 
Whilſt yet a youth, his courage was diſplay 4 | 8 
c In Epidaurus ; for his conqueſts „„ 
In thoſe high games, from great Aleachous nam d. 
Accuſtom'd to receive the tribute paid 
To worth diſtinguiſh'd i in his early Years. 15 
For ſoon he roſe ſuperior to his peers 
In ſtrength and ſpirit, and obtain'd the praiſe 
Oft poets. Subject of their nobleſt lays 3 * 
Ambitious late poſterity to pleaſe, | 
| His youth he ſpent not in inglorious caſe, 


NOTES 
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Gives to his virtues an eternal bloom ! 
And ſtanding round his honour'd tomb, 


The Heliconian virgins love to pour 


Their lamentations, and their voices raiſe, | 


= To ſpread to Earth's remoteſt bounds their praiſe, 85 


F or Heav'n delights on mortal men to ſhow'r 


A portion of it's bleſſings; ; and the brave 


And truly great, when buried i in the grave, 
With glory equal to their worth to crown, 


And to exalt their well-deſery'd renown, 


The Muſes nine, who on Olympus dwell, 


5 Inſpire the ſong, or ſtrike the ſounding ſhell, 


VII. 
My? Maſe her chariot drives along, 
Great and heroic acts to praiſe, 
And by the ſoul-ennobling ſong 
A glorious monument to raiſe 
To Nicocles, whoſe courage won, 
On Iſthmia's celebrated ſands, 


Bearing the pond' rous ceſtus in his hands | 


The Doric Parſley” $ envied crown. 
In other games he frequent gain'd 

| The victor's prize, and many a blow 
With ſtrength invincible ſuſtain'd, 
And laid his proud aſſailants low, | 


Sunk 
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Sunk wy his arm \ reſiſtleſs! } Nor bis race 
Does brave Cleander by his acts diſgrace: 1 
Then for the victor, let ſome hand prepare 5 
A myrtle wreath, to twine around his hair. 
5 Whilſt yet a youth, his courage was diſplay d 
2 Tn Epidaurus ; 3 for his conqueſts fam' d 


D In thoſe high games, from great Alcathous nam d. | 


| Accuſtom'd to receive the tribute paid 
To worth diſtinguiſh'd | in his early years, 
F or ſoon he roſe ſuperior to his peers 

In ſtrength and ſpirit, and obtain'd the praiſe 
Of poets. Subject of their nobleſt lays; 
Ambitious late poſterity to pleaſe, Z 
nis youth he ſpent not in inglorious caſe, | 


NOTES 
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N O T E J 
o THE EIGHTH ISTHMIAN obr. 


If we conſider the time this ode was written, we muſt 
£ look upon it as one of the moſt valuable remains of anti- 
tiquity, as it gives us a picture of the feelings of the poet, 
and perhaps the greater part of his countrymen, on the 
threatened invaſion of Greece by Xerxes. Ordinary ſpirits | 
are terrified at the approach of danger, and in their deſpon- 


dency forget to make uſe of thoſe reſources which by judi- : 


; cCious management might extricate them from their difficul- 


ties with honour and reputation. On the other hand, great 


minds never appear to ſo much advantage as in the hour of 5 
danger; every faculty of che ſoul is then called forth to 
action, and thoſe qualities exerted which conſtitute the 

patriot and the hero. The ſentiments which Pindar ſeems 

to have entertained on this great occaſion are ſuch as can 
never be too much admired. Though filled with a juſt con- 
fidence in the courage and military {kill of his countrymen, 
he appears to be fully ſenſible of the inconſtancy of Fortune, 
and to dread thoſe ſiniſter events which ſometimes baffle the 

| beſt concerted plans and moſt vigorous exertions, and 
therefore places his chief reliance in the juſtice of his cauſe, 
and in the favour of Heaven. The event of that invaſion, 
ſo glorious for Greece, confirmed the hopes and expecta- 
tions of the poet, and conveyed a moſt important leſſon to 
mankind, though few nations, it is to be feared, have profited 
by it, viz. That a free ſtate, as long as it's citizens con- 
tinue virtuous and diſintereſted, has little to fear from the 
attempts of it's more powerſui neighbours on it's liberties 
and laws. And Hiſtory will inform us, that thoſe tyrants 
„„ 5 . RE who 
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who have been moſt ſucceſsful in enſlaving their fellow- 
creatures, were not indebted ſo much to the ſtrength of their 
armies as to the arts of corruption, and to their taking ad- 
5 vantage of that propenſity in the human heart to luxurious 
indulgencies, which is but too apparent, and to which every 
principle of juſtice and honour have been frequently ſacri- 
ficed, together with the happinels of Ng without the 
5 leak * or remorſe. 


2” REO happier fortunes crown'd.” 


There i is no event in the Heathen mythology: on which 
the poets have enlarged with greater pleaſure than the 
5 marriage of Peleus with Thetis. Pindar follows the re- 
ceived opinion that Jupiter and Neptune were both capti- 
_ vated by the beauty of Thetis, but deterred from marrying 
her by the oracle of Themis, which declared that her ſon 
would be greater than his father.  Hyginus ſays, that Pro- 
metheus was the only perſon who knew the oracle; that he 
taught it to Jupiter on condition he would deliver him 
from the eagle which tormented him, and that the God ſent 
HAHercules to Mount Caucaſus to make good his promile,--- 
All that can be collected of hiſtory from theſe fables is, that 
Thetis was a young princeſs of great beauty, and yet greater 
pride; that ſhe had many lovers, among whom were two 
of great wealth and power, who, according to the cuſtom 
bof the times, might aſſume to themſelves the names of the 
gods Jupiter and Neptune. Theſe princes might perhaps _ 
be juſtly offended with the lady's haughtineſs and pride, 
and foreſee many ill conſequences which might ariſe from 
too ſtrict an union with her. This in poetical language 
will be expreſſed by the oracle's foretelling that the ſon of 
— Thetis would be greater than his father, which oracle was 
revealed 55 


» 
— — Ru —— — 
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revealed to Jupiter by Prometheus, that is, foreſight.--- 
Thetis is ſaid to have diſcovered at firſt rather an averſion to 
Peleus, and in order to ſhun him, transferred herſelf into a 


variety of ſhapes, but by the advice of Proteus he contrived 


to bind her faſt, that is, by perſeverance he conquered her 
diſdain. As ſhe bore the ſame name as the wife of 


Oceanus, who was the daughter of Nereus, the poets by an 


_ ealy miſtake converted her into a goddeſs of the ſea ; and 
the circumſtance of the gods being preſent at her marriage 

probably took it's riſe from ſome extravagant compliments 

which appeared in the epithalamium written on that 


2:14. 8 


Page 13, line 24, for myſtic ſhines read myſtic ſhrines, | 
16, for Cenſus read Ceneus. = 


15, 


17. 


22, 
"IS 
57» 
64, 


725 


7 
86, 


118, 


215, 


221, 
239, 


244, 


f | ; 
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23, for reſolution read revolution, | 
8, for faithful read faithleſs, 


q, for Delphic read Delphi's. 


18, for moral read moral evils, 


21, for romantic tale read romantic tales, 
19, for borne read born, 


10, for afpire read aſpires. 
26, for Iphiclide read Iphiclides, 


10, after wreſtling” put a comma, 


16, for crown'd read crown, 


65 for Aſapus read Aſopus. 


11, for renown read renown'd, 
9, for Pelius read Feicus, 

16, for ſons read ſon, at | 
3, for transferred read transformed. 
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